27 August 2017

Where is boasting 

Romans 3: 20 - 27 (KJV)
Where is boasting then?  It is excluded.  By what law? Of works? Nay: but by the law of faith.

NLT – Can we boast, then, that we have done anything to be accepted by God? No, because our acquittal is not based on obeying the law.  It is based on faith.

Boast means: To glory (to shine the spot light on us)

· Relying on the written law allowed man to glory in his own effort / ability to keep the requirements of the law (Romans 2: 17).
· But they were not given to Israel for that reason.  The law showed them how sinful they were. 

Acts 17: 28
For in Him we live, and move and have our being.

Genesis 11: 1 – 4
This nature in man existed even before the law of Moses was given.

· Man trying to meet his own needs without God.  Let us make us a name.
· Name means – Reputation, fame or glory.
· God had already blessed man and told them to be fruitful and multiply.
· The power of words and agreement (one language).  That’s how God want His church to be – strong in one voice agreeing with His eternal word.
· Genesis 12: 1 - 2 (God wanted to make Abram’s name great).
· Babylonian was established by Nimrod (Genesis 10: 9 – 10).
· That same spiritual Babylonian system operates in the earth today deceiving man to go it alone without God (government, commerce, military, religious and education systems influenced by the god of this world Satan).

1 Corinthians 27 – 31
No flesh shall glory in His presence.
Glory has the same meaning as the word ‘Boast’.

Why do men boast?

Man is influenced by either the spirit of the world or the Spirit of God.

1 Corinthians 2: 12
Now we have not received the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God.  

We want to stay on the grace side of everything (it is God’s free gift to man).
Ephesians 2: 8 – 9
For by grace and you saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: It is the gift of God, not of works, lest any man should boast. 

Romans 12: 2
That is why we are not to copy the behavior and customs of this world, but change the way we think and act by meditating on the word of God.  Through that mind renewal, we will know God’s will for us, which is good and pleasing and perfect.

Jesus humbled himself

Philippians 2: 6 - 12
The Word of God became flesh and humbled Himself.
He made Himself of no reputation.
Took upon Him the form of a servant (Matthew 20: 25 -28).

John 5: 19 - 20
The Son can do nothing of Himself.
Jesus knew He was loved by the Father.

John 5: 30 – 31
I can of my own self do nothing.
Jesus did not seek His own will, but the will of the Father.

Luke 4: 18
Jesus was anointed to preach the gospel first.

John 15: 4 – 8
Without Me you can do nothing.

John 3: 27 – 32
A man can receive nothing, except it be given him from heaven.
John the baptized declared that Jesus must increase, but he must decrease. He was simply a voice in the wilderness declaring the way of the Lord.
John had to step aside to allow Jesus to fulfill God’s plan of redemption. 

Boasting through performance
The hallmark of a religious spirit.  Very subtle and very deceptive.  It looks good and godly and pious and right.  But you can never attain right standing with God through works. Man’s boasting is futile.

One of the greatest boasts ever recorded in the Bible was Israel declaring that they would do all that the Lord required of them through Moses (Exodus 19: 8).
· This was an arrogant attitude based on self-righteous beliefs.
· They demonstrated time and time again during the exodus from Egypt their lack of faith in God’s ability to deliver and protect them.
· The result was the Law of Moses – a ‘performance based covenant’. God had set them up to fail, to reveal their sin nature and need of salvation.
Examples in the gospels

Luke 18: 9 – 15 (the Pharisee and publican).
· He trusted in his ability to perform for God.
· Thought he was better than the sinner in the eyes of God.
· Everyone that exalts himself shall be abased.
· Exalts means - elevate or lift up.
· 
Luke 18: 18 – 23 (the rich young ruler – achieve to receive).Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. Matt 6: 21 & 24



















If riches increase, set not your heart upon them Psalm 62:10

Be rich toward God

· He was very rich and therefore had influence, power and authority.
· Referred to him as ‘good master’ or teacher, instructor or Rabbi. 
· The ruler didn’t recognise Him as God. 
· Jesus was refuting the fact that anyone was good except God Himself.
· He was not denying His deity.  Only Jesus was sinless in his humanity.
· What shall I do to inherit eternal life.  
· Yet Jesus was the only one who could give eternal life. 
· The rich your ruler boasted in his ability to keep the requirements of the law. That’s all he knew (Romans 3: 20 – For no one can ever be made right with God by doing what the law commands).
· The law was acting as a schoolmaster (Galatians 3:23-25) until faith came.
· The truth is, he was breaking the first command – his possessions was his god (You shall have no other gods before me – Exodus 20: 3).
Note: Is having possessions a sin? No. Possessions having us is (refer to Psalm 112: 1 – 3).
· Self-righteousness is self-deception (driven by a religious spirit).
· His possessions were a barrier to him ‘following’ Jesus.
· That’s why the gospel of grace must be preached.  The free gift of grace has replaced works and performance (can’t mix law and grace Gal 4: 30).

Luke 12: 13 – 21 (the rich fool) – key to understand is verse 15 & 21.
· The ground brought forth plentifully – didn’t recognise God’s blessing.
· Boasted in his achievements and gain.
· Driven by possession and wealth – temporal things.
· But his relationship with God was impoverished.
· Did not acknowledge or thank God in his success and trusted in his possessions. Our lives are not to be about gathering wealth.
· His soul should have blessed the Lord, not boasted (Psalm 103: 1 – 2). David blessed God for all His benefits. Healing is as much a benefit as forgiveness.

Luke 15: 25 – 32 (prodigal son’s brother).
· He was basing his father’s acceptance on performance.
· He was boasting on his self-righteous position on works alone.
· He wouldn’t even acknowledge him as his brother.
· He remembers his brothers past, the father chose to ignore it.  That is grace.
· The religious spirit is both judgmental and condemning. No surprise as Satan is the accuser of the brethren.
The Apostle Paul

Philippians 3: 5 – 14 (NLT)

What do we know about Paul (Saul of Tarsus)?
· Taught under Gamaliel.
· A Pharisee.
· Hebrew of Hebrews.
· Zealous for the things of God.
· Consented to the death of the first Christian martyr (Stephen).

Acts 22: 3 – 4 (NLT)Sanhedrin.
Jewish Supreme Court
71 men 












Only God can save a soul from hell





Paul served with humility of mind
Acts 20: 19








Sat under a respected teacher called Gamaliel (a Pharisee and leader in the Jewish Sanhedrin).  He helped preserve the lives of the apostles in Acts 5: 34

Galatians 1: 13 – 14
· Violently persecuted God’s church – a religious terrorist.
· Zeal for the traditions of his ancestors.

Acts 9: 1- 2
· Paul was eager to kill the Lord’s followers. 

1 Corinthians 15: 9 – 10 
· Considered himself the least of the apostles.
· But by the grace of God, I am what I am.

Ephesians 3: 7 – 8 (NLT) – The apostle of grace.
· It was grace and grace alone.
· Paul considered himself the least deserving of all God’s people.

Boasting in the church can lead to division / strife

· 1 Corinthians 1: 12 – 13 (Follow Christ only).”
There were contentions over who was aligned to who.

· 1 Corinthians 1: 27 – 31
No flesh should glory (or boast in his presence).

· 1 Corinthians 3: 1 – 11 (NLT)
The church must work together in harmony, recognizing God’s grace at work, not the efforts of men.  We are God’s servants only. 

· 1 Corinthians 3: 18 – 23 (NLT)
Don’t boast about following a particular human leader.  It all belongs to us and we belong to Christ and Christ belongs to God.

Don’t get caught in religious game playing – man contending with man.
Don’t ever follow or exalt a man.  Jesus said to Matthew, “follow me.”
· 1 Corinthians 9: 13 –  18 (NLT)
Boasting about preaching without charge. Paul was compelled to preach and his payment was the opportunity to preach the good news without charging anyone.

· 2 Corinthians 3: 4 – 6 (NLT)
“Living letters” of recommendation that everyone can read.
Paul was not qualified for anything on his own. His qualification came from God.  The old written covenant ends in death.  The Spirit gives life.

· 2 Corinthians 10: 13 -18 (NLT)
If you want to boast, boast only about the Lord.
Don’t commend yourself.  Let the Lord commend you.

· 2 Corinthians 11: 22 - 30 (NLT)
I would rather boast in the things that show my weakness.

· 2 Corinthians 12: 1 – 10 (NLT)
Paul was glad to boast about his weaknesses so that the power of Christ could work through him.

What can we boast in? 

· God’s free gift of grace (Ephesians 2: 4 – 9)
For by grace are you saved through faith, and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast. Trophies of grace.
Grace is the great equalizer. God has no favourites (no respecter of persons).

· Christ Jesus (Galatians 2: 20 - 21)
I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless, I live; yet not I but Christ lives in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me. 

· His resurrection (Philippians 3: 10 Amplified)
That I may know him and the power of his resurrection (Romans 8: 11 & Ephesians 1: 19 -20).

· Our sins have been forgiven (Hebrews 10: 12 – 14 NLT Colossians 2: 13 NLT)
There was one sacrifice, for all men, for all sin, for all time. 

He cancelled the record of the charges against us and took it away by nailing it to the cross.  We have been pardoned and can never be put on trial again. 

We are ambassadors for Christ and have “Diplomatic Immunity”. The accuser of the brethren can’t accuse us any more (Revelation 12: 10 & 2 Corinthians 5 20).

There is no guild, shame or condemnation (Romans 8: 1-  2).
You can’t accuse a dead man. We are new creations.
David boasted in God and not his own ability

Psalm 34:2 
My soul shall make her boast in the Lord.  The humble shall hear thereof and be glad.

Psalm 44:8
In God, we boast all the day long and praise Your name forever.

1 Samuel 17: 
· Goliath is a type of the world relying on natural ability – the arm of flesh.
· Saul and the army were dismayed and greatly feared (v11).
· David’s response – “Who is this uncircumcised philistine that he should defy the armies of the living God.” In other words, he had no covenant of protection from the God of Israel (v26).
· David encouraged the king (v32).
· David acknowledged it was God who delivered him from the Lion and the bear (v37).
· David would not rely on natural protection.  He was wearing the whole armour of God (v 38 -39) Ephesians 6: 13.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]David boasted in his God (v45).
· Power of words (v46). David got exactly what he said.
· Faith runs toward evil and attacks it (v48). Smith Wiggleworth once said, “Fear looks when faith jumps”.  We have not been given a spirit of fear (2 Timothy 1: 7).

Humbling ourselves

David learned humility in the sheep paddock long before his battle with Goliath.

Moses was trained as a shepherd (40 years) before he was called to lead Israel out of bondage and slavery.

Humility is key.  We will never boast in ourselves when we recognise our total need in and reliance of God.
 
1 Peter 5: 6
James 4: 6 - 10

2 Corinthians 11: 10
As the truth of Christ is in me, this boasting shall not be stopped.
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