Protection in a cursed worldProtection from God is not automatic.
Grace (provision or supply) is God’s part. Faith is our part.
Faith MUST be in operation to receive from God.  Jesus needed protection. 


Foundation Scriptures

2 Timothy 1: 11 – 12 (NLT - guard what I have entrusted).
Jude 1: 24 
We must commit to Him and He will keep us.
· Keep means to guard, watch, protect or preserve. The devil (the thief) wants to rob us of our treasure.  We must commit (or deposit) it with the only one we can trust – the Lord.We are redeemed from poverty, sickness and death.

· Our greatest treasure is life (Jesus came to give us abundant life - John 10: 10).
· This doesn’t apply to everyone but those who have committed unto Him.

John 17: 14 - 16
Jesus prayed to the Father that we should not be taken out of the Word, but that He would keep (to guard or preserve) us from the evil. 
Redeem means:
To buy up, to ransom or to rescue from loss. How?
By payment of a price to recover from the power of another.


Why do we need to be kept from this evil world when we have been redeemed from the curse of the law (Galatians 3: 13 & Romans 8: 3)? 

Jesus has not removed the curse from the world. 
The Fall (Genesis)
God turned the earth over to mankind.  However, Adam fell and his eyes were shut and he now became a victim, under control to the lawless one.   2 Corinthians 4: 4 - Satan is the god of this world system (Babylon).  Man meeting his own needs without God. Satan is a counterfeit, a liar, a deceiver.  Nothing is as it seems.  His system is designed to regulate the masses.  Without God, you cannot defeat his deceptions. But we have the Spirit of truth. 






This present evil worldEphesians 6:12
Our enemy is spiritual, not natural. Therefore, we fight the good fight of faith.


Galatians 1: 1 – 4 (deliver means to pluck or rescue).
· Amplified – This present wicked age and world order.

Colossians 1: 11 – 12 
It’s already done – translated from darkness into the kingdom of His dear son.  We are now seated in heavenly places. We are spiritual, not natural.

1 John 5: 17 - 19Genesis 6: 5
Compare.
What has changed? An escape plan was executed.

And we know that we are of God and the whole world lies in wickedness (curse). 

Ephesians 2: 1 – 2 (Satan rules over the children of disobedience).

Matthew 13: 24 – 29 (NLT)Satan operates in the earth illegally.
Therefore, we must enforce his defeat with the authority given to us as believers.

Parable of the wheat and tares (weeds)
· The field is the world.
· The good seed are the children of the kingdom.
· The weeds are the children of the wicked one.
· The enemy who planted the weeds is the devil.
In the world (Kosmos) you shall have tribulation (pressure, anguish, burden, persecution, affliction and trouble). BUT, be of good cheer, I have overcome the world (conquered) (John 16: 33).

John 16: 32 – 332 Tim 3: 12
Yes, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution


Our focus should be on His overcoming victory, not our circumstances.
I John 4: 3 – 4 (the spirit of anti-Christ is in the world).
1 John 5: 4 – 5 (there is nothing in this world order that faith won’t overcome).

Bad things will happen. Terror will come.  Our prayer is not that it won’t come, but that we are protected and kept against it.

Who is our enemy
Isaiah 5: 20
Woe unto them that call evil good and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter.

We must know what is of the devil and what is of God. There is a good God and a bad devil (Isaiah 5: 20 and James 1: 17). 

John 10: 8 - 10To steal is to ‘take away’ by theft or stealth.

The thief comes only to steal, kill and destroy (reference to false teachers).

John 8: 44
He is a murderer and a liar and the father of it. There is no truth in him.

He is defeated but not imprisoned. 
· Ephesians 2: 1 – 2 (prince of the power of the air).
· 2 Corinthians 4: 4 (the god of this world age / system).  He has influence over those who are unfamiliar (ignorant) of his evil schemes.

1 Peter 5: 8 (KJV & NLT)
Satan is seeking whom he may devour.  The curse is still in the earth.The Bible is final authority and the end of all arguments.

Don’t doubt God’s Word.

It must be planted in two places: Your heart and your mouth.

· Be sober / vigilant (keep watch, keep awake, be attentive).
· He is walking about (to tread all around or walk at large).
· Devour means – to gulp entire or swallow up.
· We must resist steadfast in the faith. To oppose, withstand or stand against with a solid, strong, sure and stable faith. 
· Use your sword and declare “It is written”.

God will allow what you will allow (Adam and Job). God allowed both to fall.Job feared exceedingly. This was reinforced through behaviour. 

· Job violated a principle of being protected. He got into fear. It breached the hedge and a serpent bit him. Fear has no place in the arena of faith.
· The very thing he greatly feared came upon him (Job 3: 25).
· Job 42: 10 - captivity (held against his will, a prisoner, a former state of prosperity). 

The devil’s ultimate objective is to cause people to fear that God’s promises won’t come to pass in their lives (Mark 4: 15 – Satan wants to steal the Word).

Do not seek ‘a truth’ outside the scriptures.
The Word of God must be first place and final authority in our lives. 
What foundation is your house built on?1 Peter 5: 9 (seeking whom)
Are we on his radar?
We are to steadfastly resist the devil in the faith, knowing that Christian brothers and sisters all over the world are going through the same sufferings and trials.
(1 John 5: 4)
This is the victory that overcomes the world, even our faith.


Ephesians 4: 27 (Romans 8: 1 & Galatians 5: 13 – 18).
Don’t give a place to the devil (position, room, spot or license).
Don’t give him access or opportunity or a foothold.

Luke 6: 46 - 49We need a rock foundation to withstand external forces.

· Whoever comes to me, hears these sayings and does them.
· A wise man builds his house on a rock foundation.
· Matthew 7: 25 - The rain descended, floods came and winds blew. 
· Doers build – those who act on the Word they hear.

Matthew 16: 13 – 18Psalm 89:26
He is the rock of my salvation.
Proverbs 20: 6
Most men will proclaim everyone his own goodness, but a faithful man who can find:

Moses – 40 years with sheep & 40 years wilderness.
Joshua – 40 years serving Moses. 
David – 13 - 15 years on the run from King Saul.
Daniel – His influence spanned four heathen kings.
Joseph –Potiphar’s house and prison before being raised up (span of 17 years) 
Paul – A lifetime of suffering and persecution for the gospel.


1 Corinthians 3: 10 – 11
2 Corinthians 11: 3 - 4
Galatians 1: 6 – 9
Psalm 127: 1 – 2
Proverbs 2: 1 – 5
Joshua 1: 8 - 9
Proverbs 30: 5 - 6
Revelation 22: 18 - 19

Sovereignty of God
· Sovereignty – Paramount, having supreme rank or power, independent.
· Whatever happens is God’s will.
· Grace is God’s part. Faith is our part. Faith takes the grace.Grace doesn’t mean that we do nothing and God does everything.

Believing that God controls everything, renders a person passive.
Yet faith is a spiritual force.

· Grace won’t resist the devil.
· Grace alone won’t recreate a dead spirit.
· Grace won’t heal a sick or diseased body unless it’s taken by faith.
· The religious meaning is that God controls everything, and nothing happens without his permission.
· If God is in control of everything, that includes all bad things. 
· Grace to the extreme is sovereignty. Only some are saved because it’s already pre-determined. 
· If that’s the case, why pray.
· God in His sovereignty has given us freedom to choose (life or death).
· God gave control to man in Genesis – dominion and authority which was handed over to Satan.

Deuteronomy 30: 19 – 20 (James 4: 7 & 1 John 4: 4).
· Choose life or death, blessing or curse, faith or fear.Choosing life means choosing the Word.  Circumstances don’t determine our position.  Being in Christ does.

· If you don’t make a choice, one will be made for you. The devil will first deceive, then steal, kill and destroy. That’s his job.
· Every time you choose to believe the promises of God’s Word, faith comes.
· When you choose to believe the lies of the devil, fear comes.
· Choose to believe the Word of God over circumstances.
· Believe it in your heart, then say it with your mouth – that’s how the kingdom of God operates in the earth.
Is everyone protected by God?Tragedies are never the judgement or correction of God. If it’s good, it’s God, if it’s bad, it’s the devil. Don’t confuse the two.

(Why do bad things happen to good people?)

Luke 13: 1 – 10 (NLT)
· Tragedy is not divine punishment.  Jesus made that very clear in this parable.

The question is not – Why didn’t God protect them?
The question should be – Why wasn’t God able to protect or keep them? What hindered him.
Having no hope is to be without God in this world (Ephesians 2: 12).

Sinners – Not free from sin or devoted to sin (sin nature).

Repent (Metanoia) means – to change one’s mind. To think differently. It involves a turning with contrition from sin to God.
A repentant sinner is in the proper condition to receive divine forgiveness.

Christianity is about right believing first. Then comes right behaviour and living.

Perish means – to destroy fully or to die or lose.  Same meaning as the word “Destroy” used in John 10: 10.

Parable of the fig treeLuke 3: 8 – 9
John Baptist.
Bring forth fruit worthy of repentance.
The Lord’s axe is already poised over the root of the tree.

· The vineyard owner represents God.
· The Keeper represents Jesus (cares, waters and fertilizes). 
· Fig tree has two symbolic meanings (nation of Israel and the individual).
· The parable reflects grace and patience toward man. But patience has a limit. It keeps judgement at bay temporarily.
· A fruitless, unrepented individual will be cut down. 

We live in a world that is cursed and billions who have no relationship with God are not protected from it. 

Romans 10:13
For whoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved (Sozo – to save, deliver or protect, heal, preserve, do well, make whole).
Luke 19: 41-44 Jesus wept over Jerusalem because they did not recognise the day of their visitation.
NLT-did not accept their opportunity for salvation.

Romans 8: 28 – 31 (NLT)
All things work together for them that love God and are called according to his purpose.
Hebrews 1:14
Angels are ministering spirits.

Psalm 91: 14 – 16
We must set our love upon God first and He will deliver us.

Acts 27: 21 - 26 (NLT)
· An angel of the God to whom I belong and whom I serve stood beside me.
· God in his goodness has granted safety to everyone sailing with you.
· Paul provided a covering of protection.
Daniel 3: 16 – 25
· Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego would not bow to a heathen king’s image.
· Our God, in whom we serve, is able to deliver us. He will deliver us.
Joshua 24: 5
Choose you this day whom you will serve. But as for me and my house (generation), we will serve the Lord.

Matthew 10: 16 (Luke 10: 3)
Sheep among wolves.

Proverbs 21: 31
The horse is prepared against the day of battle, but safety is of the Lord (safety means – rescue, deliverance, help, salvation or victory).

Covenant
We are in a covenant with God (contract or agreement signed in blood).
The promises of God must be received by faith.
Hebrews 8: 6 - 10 NLT (better covenant with better promises).
Jesus said that He would never leave us nor forsake us.
· Matthew 28:  19 -20
· Hebrews 13: 5
· Genesis 28: 13 - 15
· John 16: 13 (The Holy Spirit will show us things to come).

Psalm 91: 1 – 16
· Dwell - means to abide, live, inhabit, remain or continue.This is not describing a causal relationship with God.
Exodus 18: 4
I bare you on eagles’ wings and brought you unto myself.
Bare means – to lift or carry.

· Secret place – means a covering or hiding place, protection or security.
· Abide - means stay permanently or dwell.
· Shadow – means defence or shade. 
· Psalm 17: 8 (Keep me as the apple of Your eye, hide me under the shadow of Your wings).
· I will say of the Lord, He is my refuge and fortress, my God; in Him will I trust. 
· The benefits of abiding:The devil quoted this verse in Matthew 4: 6 when tempting Jesus.
Exodus 8 - 10
Children of Israel didn’t suffer the plague of flies and hail and they had light in their dwellings at Goshen.

· We will not be afraid.
· Protection from terrorism, disease and disaster.
· It shall not come near you. 
· Angels shall keep you (guard, protect or hedge about).
· We will have authority over demonic forces. Our enemies should be a footstool under our feet (Psalm 110: 1 & Luke 10: 19).
· We have set our love upon Him and know His name. Therefore, God will deliver us and set us on high (Ephesians 1: 19 – 21 and 2: 6).
· We can call upon Him and He will answer.
· He will be with us in trouble (tribulation) – John 16: 33)
· Deliver us and honour us.
· Satisfied with long life (the benefit of protection). 

Joshua 1: 5 – 9
· God promised Joshua safety and protection. He overcame 31 kings while taking the promised land and lived to 110. God was faithful to His word.
Protection ScripturesGalatians 3: 13
Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, cursed is everyone that hangeth on a tree.


Proverbs 26: 1 (KJV & NLT)
Like a fluttering sparrow or a darting swallow, an undeserved curse shall not land on its intended victim (causeless – for no reason).
Numbers 22: 12
Numbers 23: 19 - 20
Deuteronomy 23: 5
Balak king of Moab summonsed Balaam to curse Israel. God wouldn’t allow it but blessed Israel instead. 

Psalm 23: 4
Psalm 34: 7
Psalm 46: 1
Proverbs 4: 5 – 6 (To keep means to guard).
Proverbs 18: 10 (Safe means lofty, high place, inaccessible).
Proverbs 29: 25 (Safe – as above)

Isaiah 41: 10
· Dismayed means- discouraged, bewildered, anxiety.
· Help means- surround, protect or aid.
· Uphold means - To grasp, hold or support. To keep fast.

Romans 8: 31 & 37 – 39 (NLT)
· Paul was persuaded (convinced – belief and trust).John 17: 15
I pray not that you should take them out of the world, but that you should keep them from the evil.


2 Thessalonians 3: 1 - 3 
· The Lord will keep you from evil (to watch, guard or preserve).

Hebrews 13: 5 - 6
· He will never leave nor forsake us.
· He will never forsake us, but we can forsake him and turn our back on His loving kindness and tender mercies. Receive His grace by faith.
· We must boldly declare, “The Lord is my helper and I will not fear what man shall do unto me” (Psalm 27: 1).
Angels respond directly to God’s word.
They obey His commands explicitly. Our words matter.
If we are not declaring His word, angels are limited.

Angelic protection.
Psalm 103: 20 – 21 
Hosts – an army of angels. God’s war machine that does His will.

Hebrews 1: 13 - 14
Psalm 91: 11 (shall give His angels charge over you to keep you in all your ways (guard, protect, hedge about).
Stay the course. There is always more to be done with God. You are never alone.

The ‘victim’ mindset
This must be resisted as it is demonically influenced. 
Isaiah 1 Kings 19: 10 – 18 (he wanted to die).
John 16: 32 (Jesus was never alone)

The dangers of ‘self-pity’
· Invites demonic oppression.
· It’s rooted in pride – ‘God can’t help me’.
· Sense of entitlement / right. I am deserving.
· We deserved nothing.  It’s by grace and grace alone.
How to resist and overcome the devil
Firstly, you must be saved 
· A believer in Christ (1 John 1: 4 - 5).Galatians 5: 6
Faith works by love. 
Energeo means -
active, efficient, be mighty in, show forth itself. 
No faith, no grace.

1 Corinthians 13: 8
Love never fails (not even at any time).

· Romans 10: 9 – 13.1 Cor 15: 56
The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law.


The greatest weapon against satan is LOVE.
· Galatians 5: 23 – no law (lover covers).We have authority over demons, not peoples will.


Know where your authority comes from 
· Matthew 28: 18 – 20.
· 1 John 4: 3 - 4 (we are of God and overcome).

Put on the whole armour of God 
· Ephesians 6: 10 – 17.  “Wrestle” is used only once in the New Testament.  It implies a contest between two.The Name
The Spirit
The blood
The Word
The authority

· 2 Corinthians 10: 3 – 5 (our weapons are mighty through God).

Guard your heart 
· Proverbs 4: 20 - 23.  
· Matthew 12: 34 (of the abundance of the heart, the mouth speaks).
· Psalms 119: 105 & 130 (The Word is a lamp to your feet and a light to your path. It is a search light to the soul).

Use the name of Jesus 
· Mark 16: 17 – 18 (We have legal power of attorney to use the Name).
· Luke 10: 17 (devils are subject to us through the Name).
· Acts 3: 6 (The Name heals).
· Acts 4: 10 – 12 (No other Name under heaven, given among men).
· Philippians 2: 5 – 11 (Every knee shall bow at the Name).
Don’t get into conversation like Eve did in the garden.  Satan is a master deceiver. The tempter will come, so shut him down with the Word.

Speak the Word to satan when he attacks
· It is written (Matthew 4: 4)
· Don’t talk back to the devil. Attack him with the sword of the Spirit.

Bind the devil and loose the blessing of God from satan’s grip
· Matthew 16: 18 – 19
· Matthew 18: 18 – 20
· Revelation 1: 8 (Keys have been given to us)

Submit yourself to God and resist the devil 
· James 4: 6 - 8
· Submit means – To be subject to, to obey, to yield to one’s admonition or advice, to put under. If you are submitting to his word, you are submitting to God.

· Oppose and withstand – the greater one is in us.

Don’t be a friend of the world James 4: 4
Friendship of the world is enmity with God (hostility or hatred).
Whosoever therefore is a friend of the world is the enemy of God.

· 1 John 2: 15 – 16 
·  Romans 12: 2
Walk and live by faith Hebrews 11: 1
Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.
Faith is believing what God has said, no matter what the circumstances.

· Romans 1: 16 - 17
· 2 Corinthians 5: 7 
· Galatians 3: 11

Don’t be unequally yoked together with unbelievers 
· 2 Corinthians 6: 14 – 18 (NLT).There is power in agreement, not division.


· Message Bible – Don’t become partner with those who reject God. How can you make a partnership out of right and wrong? That’s not partnership; that’s war. 
·  To have fellowship with one who is not an equal. God warned Israel through Moses – (Deuteronomy 7: 1 – 6).

Bad company corrupts good character
· 1 Corinthians 15: 33 – Corrupt means – defile, wither, shrivel, spoil or destroy.
· 2 John 7 - 11
Strife is the devil’s playground.  Peace is always absent.


Stay out of strife
· James 3: 14 - 16
· 1 Corinthians 3: 1 - 3
· Where there is envying and strife, there is confusion and every evil work.
Acts: 2: 42
And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayer.
Steadfastly means – constantly diligent.

Stay connected
· Hebrews 10: 23 – 25
· NLT – Let us not neglect our meeting together.
· Acts 2: 42
 
Blood of the Lamb and the word of our testimony 
· Revelation 12: 10 – 11
· The devil will never stop accusing Christians. Keep your foot on his neck.

Stay out of offence and unforgiveness Offend - to trip up or stumble, entice to sin or fall away.
To cause a person to begin to distrust and desert one whom he ought to trust and obey.

· Mark 6: 1- 5 
· Matthew 11: 6 
· Mark 11: 25 – 26

Don’t seek leadership too early 
· 1 Timothy 3: 6 
· Someone who has newly come to faith – danger is being lifted up with pride and falling into condemnation of the devil. 
· That doesn’t necessarily mean young in age.  Timothy was a young pastor (1 Timothy 4: 12).

Learn to discern good and evil through training 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Hebrews 5: 12 – 14 (habit-forming training is the key to consistency).
· Ephesians 4: 14 – we don’t want to be like children tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine.
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