

The power of prayer

Foundation Scripture

Luke 11: 1 
“And it came to pass that, as he was praying in a certain place, when he ceased, one of his disciples said to him, Lord, teach us to pray.”

Luke 18: 1.
“And he spoke a parable unto them to this end, that men ought always to pray, and not to faint.”

The most powerful and influential people in the world are Christians who know how to pray and have their prayers answered.  Prayer is the foundation of every Christian endeavor. However, praying to get results must be based on God’s word.  When we pray according to His will, we can have confidence that our prayers will be answered.James 5: 16 (AMPC)
Confess to one another therefore your faults (your slips, your false steps, your offenses, your sins) and pray [also] for one another, that you may be healed and restored [to a spiritual tone of mind and heart]. The earnest (heartfelt, continued) prayer of a righteous man makes tremendous power available [dynamic in its working].



1 John 5: 14 – 15
James 5: 13 - 16
John 15: 7 – 8 

What is prayer? 

Prayer is communicating with God (with confidence and assurance) – believing and receiving what He has already given to us in Jesus (grace).  It is also worship. 
· Hebrews 4: 14 - 16
· Philippians 4: 6 – 7 (supplication is a petition or request)

Prayer is spoken not thought.
When you pray, say…. (Luke 11: 2)
 
What prayer is not
Prayer is not trying to get God’s attention.
Prayer is not trying to get God to do something.
Prayer changes things, not God.  God never changes.This is a model or pattern of how to pray.

It is not a formula or a rigid ritual.

It is not religious communication with God.


The model for praying
Matthew 6: 9 – 13 (Jesus didn’t meditate in silence).
· He is Father as revealed by the Holy Spirit. Born again.
· We recognise His authority and Lordship.
· His name is Holy and to be honoured (attributes).
Jehovah Tsidkenu – The Lord my righteousness
Jehovah Shalom – The Lord my peace or the Lord is peace
Jehovah Rohi - The Lord my shepherd. Rohi also means intimate friendship
Jehovah Shammah – His presence or the Lord is there.
(There are other names for the Lord used throughout God’s Word, but these twelve reveal His heart and nature).


Names of God
Elohim (Creator)
Jehovah (YaHWeH) Yod Heh Vav Heh
El Shaddai (My supply or nourishment)
Adonai – Master and Lord
Jehovah Jireh- The Lord provides
Jehovah Rapha-The Lord who heals
Jehovah Nissi -Lord my victory or banner
Jehovah Mikkadesh – Lord my sanctifier. He makes us whole.






· His kingdom is within - For the kingdom is righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit (Romans 14: 17).  The Kingdom is not in words but in power (1 Corinthians 4: 20).  See the kingdom first (Matthew 6: 33 AMP).
· His will is for all to be saved, healed, restored and prosperous (John 10: 10).
· Our dependence is totally on Him, both spiritually and physically – we have not because we ask not (James 4: 2).
· But whoever confesses and forsakes them shall have mercy (Proverbs 28: 13 & 1 John 1: 9).
· Forgiveness is two ways – we are forgiven as we forgive others. Prayer is empty and powerless without forgiveness
· We seek daily guidance and protection. I will say of the Lord, He is my refuge and my fortress: my God, in Him will I trust (Psalm 91: 2). 
· God is Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end.  Prayer begins and ends with Him.Luke 23: 42 (sinner on the cross)
Lord, remember me when you come into your kingdom.
 Acts 9: 5 – 6 (Paul’s conversion)
-Who are you, Lord?
-Lord, what do you want me to do?

Praying is not a religious formula


Why do we need to pray?

God commands us to pray 
· Matthew 6: 5 – 13
· “Vain repetitions” – to repeat the same thing over and over, to use many idle words, to stammer or stutter. To prate tediously.God is sovereign.
So just do nothing and see what God does????????
No, No, No.
1 Kings 18: 29-29
Elijah and the prophets of Baal.
They cried out from morning until noon saying, “Baal hear us”. No answer. Then they prophesied till evening.
Elijah mocked them.

· Matthew 12: 36 (Idle words mean – lazy, useless, barren or unproductive).
· Ecclesiastes 5: 2 – Don’t be rash or hasty with your mouth.  Let your words be few (Proverbs 10: 19 NLT – too much talk leads to sin). 
· God knows what you have need of, even before you ask.
· God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory
By Christ Jesus (Philippians 4: 19).

God is pleased with prayer. 
· 1 Timothy 2: 1 – 3 (Romans 12: 2 – renew your mind to His will).
· Proverbs 15: 8

Prayer is powerful
· Acts 4: 23 – 24 & 29 – 31	
· Acts: 16: 25 -26

Prayer affects decisions in heaven
· Matthew 18: 18

God gives to those who ask.
· Luke 11: 9 – 13
· It’s God’s good pleasure to give to those who ask.  That’s His nature.

The harvest of souls is great and the labourers are few.
· Matthew 9: 35 - 38
 
How often should we pray?

The Bible tells us that we should pray without ceasing. In other words, talking with God through prayer should be a lifestyle.  Understand that it is a two-way process.  Not only do we talk to God, but He also responds to us. (Imagine us who know nothing, doing all the talking to God who knows everything, and He not being able to get a word in).There is a God side and a man side to prayer.  We are co-operating with God. We can’t do His part and He won’t do our part.


Persistent prayer is the key

1 Thessalonians 5: 17
· Pray without ceasing (without intermission or omission, incessantly).

Luke 11: 1 – 13 (teaching on prayer)
· John’s ministry was under the prophet anointing. Jesus was anointed prophet, priest and king.  John’s disciples knew the prophetic way of praying. But they didn’t know the kingly way of commanding. We are a holy people, a royal priesthood. Jesus prayed differently and has given us these same anointings.
· We can pray to God for others, intercession (Priests anointing).
· We can speak to people and the spiritual realm about God and God’s power in us (Prophets anointing).
· We can command sickness and demons in the spiritual realm (Kings anointing).
· Importunity means – shameless persistence. This is not vain repetitions as described in Matthew 6.
· Message Bible says – “Stand your ground”
· Must come to His throne with boldness and confident assurance.
· The blind man in Mark 10: 46 – 52 (but he cried all the more a great deal).
· Jesus was teaching the New Covenant truth “grace” to an Old Covenant people bound in guild, shame and condemnation because of the law (Romans 8: 1 – 2).

Luke 18: 1 – 14 (NLT)
· Enduring prayer is powerful. 
· We are to learn a lesson from the unjust judge.
· Our part is faith in what God has declared.
· Anna the prophetess – Served God with fastings and prayers night and day in the temple (Luke 2: 36 – 38 NLT).

Bible examples

What were David’s prayer habits?
· Psalm 5: 3 
· Psalm 55: 17

I Samuel 30: 6
David encouraged himself in the Lord his God – strengthened himself in the Lord
He then enquired of the Lord (prayed) and received instructions and direction. 
How persistent was Daniel in prayer?When one preaches and teaches, Satan’s job is to blind the minds (perceptions or thoughts) not the eyes of them which believe not, or those without revelation (2 Cor 4:4 & Mark 4: 15). 
We are designed to see spiritually, not naturally. Revelation is the strongest asset to faith.
Bring into captivity every thought (mind) 2 Cor: 10: 5.

· Daniel 6: 10
· Daniel 10: 1- 3 & 11 - 13

Will God hear and answer prayer?

Proverbs 15: 29
The Lord is far from the wicked, but he hears the prayers of the righteous.

1 Peter 3: 12
For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are open to their prayers.  But the face of the Lord is against them that do evil.
God turned the earth over to mankind.  However, Adam fell and his eyes were shut and he now became a victim, under control to the lawless one.  God requires prayer to move on behalf of humanity, because Satan is the god of this world system (Babylon).  Man meeting his own needs without God. Satan is a counterfeit, a liar, a deceiver.  Nothing is as it seems.  It’s designed to regulate the masses.  Without help, you cannot defeat his deceptions. But we have the Spirit of truth. 
James 5: 16
The effectual fervent (earnest or heartfelt) prayers of a righteous man avail much (Power or force).

What makes us righteous?
· 2 Corinthians 5: 21
· Ephesians 4: 24
· Romans 5: 17 - 19

Psalm 6: 8 – 9
Depart from me all you workers of iniquity, for the Lord has heard the voice of my weeping. The Lord has heard my supplications. The Lord will receive my prayer. (Supplication means favour and mercy or grace).

Hebrews 4: 16
Because we are righteous, we have throne rights – so come boldly with confident assurance.

2 Kings 6: 17 
· King of Syria searched out for Elisha.
· An army surrounded him. Servant saw through natural eyes only.
· Elisha’s response – FEAR NOT (for they that be with us are more than they that be with them).
· Elisha prayed to God - open his eyes that he may see.
· The mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha. 

The confidence of praying to the Father

John 11: 1 – 6 & 39 – 44
· Jesus remained two days because He was teaching.Bethabara to Bethany about 65 – 70 km.

· He had already declared that this sickness was not unto death.
· Jesus declared ‘all is well’.
· Lazarus had already died and Jesus was on His way to raise him up
· Jesus travelled at least 2 days. 
· Jesus knew that His father had heard His prayers and that He always heard Him.
· Lazarus was raised with the confident assurance.


Matthew 26: 47 - 52
· Jesus could have prayed to the Father who “shall” presently give Him more than twelve legions of angels.
· Legion = minimum 6000 Roman soldiers. 6 x 12 = 72,000 minimum plus more. Mad man of the Gadarenes had a legion of demons (6,000). 
· But that would not have been the perfect will of God but permissive will (verse 54). 
· Do you think Jesus was an exaggerator? No, He only spoke truth. 

Isaiah 37:36 records that a single angel obliterated 185,000 men in one night. So, if a single angel had that kind of power, how much combined strength would there be in twelve legions of angels? That means the combined strength in a legion of 6,000 angels would be enough to destroy one billion, one hundred and ten million men — and that’s just the combined power in one legion of angels!

Jabez – prayed for a blessing
1 Chronicles 4: 9 – 11

Joshua – stopped the sun
Joshua 10: 12 - 14

Elijah – stopped the rain
James 5: 17 &1 Kings 17: 1

Jesus was the great prayer. 
His entire earthly ministry was characterised in prayer and obedience to the will of His Father.
· Matthew 14: 22 – 23 
· After the beheading of John the Baptist (v14: 10).
· Sorrow not as the world sorrows (1 Thessalonians 4: 13 – 14).
· After feeding the multitudes, Jesus sent them away filled (v.22).
· Then He went up into a mountain apart to pray.
· Jesus resisted sorry/grief by responding with love and prayer.
· Mark 1: 35 – 39
· Rose early and departed into a solitary place to pray.
· He got His instructions from His Father.Don’t make critical decisions without praying first.  Don’t seek ungodly counsel. If it’s not the Word, you don’t want it.

· He preached, cast out devils and healed.
· Luke 6: 12 – 13
· Jesus prayed all night for wisdom and direction.We are an open book before God. Everything is naked and exposed before His eyes. is 

· God knows the thoughts and intents of the hearts of all men. 
· Must pray when making important life decisions – marriage, business, church attendance, vocation etc. 
· Luke 22: 31 – 32 (Jesus as Intercessor)1 Timothy 2: 5 
For there is one God, and one mediator between God and man, the man Christ Jesus.

· Jesus prayed that Simon’s faith would not fail.
· ‘Converted’ means – to turn or to come back.
·  NLT – “When you have repented and turned to me again, strengthen your brothers”.
· Jesus is interceding for us today (Romans 8: 34 & Hebrews: 7: 25).
· Jesus appears in the presence of God for us (Hebrews 9: 24).1 John 2: 1
We have an advocate (intercessor) with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 

· Hebrews 5: 7 – 9 (NLT)
· Jesus offered prayers and pleadings.
· God heard Him because of His deep reverence for God.
· Jesus learned obedience from the things He suffered.
· That qualified Him as a perfect High Priest.

The Lord’s prayer (John 17)
· Jesus prayed for the disciples, not the world.
· Jesus gave them the word – that’s what keeps us.  
· Jesus did not pray that we should be taken out of the world but that God would keep us from the evil.
· The WORD separates us from this present evil world.
· Jesus has SENT us into a world filled with evil and curse. He knows what He is doing.
· This prayer was for us also.  His love has no boundaries.

How should we pray as New Covenant believers?1 Timothy 2: 5 
For there is one God, and one mediator between God and man, the man Christ Jesus.

Hebrews 7: 25
He is able to save them that come to God by Him.
He lives to make intercession for us. (Romans 8: 34)

 
We should pray to the Father in Jesus name
· Prayer is asking (speaking).
· John 14: 13 – 14
· John 15: 16
· John 16: 23 

Pray in agreement with the Word of God
· God’s Word is His will.
· 1 John 5: 14 – 15
· Faith begins where the will of God is known.Our prayers are His delight (pleasure, favour, goodwill or acceptance).
He hears them.

· If we ask according to the Word of God (in faith) we know we have it. This isn’t a ‘maybe He will and maybe He won’t’ approach to prayer. This is praying with confidence that God hears us.
· Proverbs 15: 8 & 29
· 1 Peter 3: 12 (His ears are open to the prayers of the righteous).

Pray in faithNot all men have faith (2 Thess 3: 2)
But we do (Romans 12: 3)
We have the faith of Jesus (Galatians 2: 20)

· Mark 11: 22 – 24 (Matthew 21: 21 - 22)
· We are to speak to the mountain.
· You can believe in your heart but doubt in your head.Peter walking on water. Got his eyes off Jesus.
Romans 10: 9 -10
Confess with the mouth.
Believe with the heart.

· Faith is a spiritual force, not natural.  It comes by hearing and hearing the Word of God (John 15: 7 - the abiding word).
· We can have what we say.  It didn’t say you can have what you believe. Do our words line up with God’s words?
· The speaking is as important as the believing.  Hebrews 11:1
Faith is the evidence of what we can’t see.

· With the heart man believes, with the mouth confession is made.
· v24, Jesus equates praying to speaking to mountains.
· Faith believes you receive when you pray, not after you get.
· Believing precedes receiving (faith is evidence).  This is so crucial when praying prayers of faith.
Pray alone or with others (prayers of agreement)
· Matthew 6: 5 – 6
· Matthew 18: 19 – 20
· Acts 2: 1 (one accord in one place).
· Acts 12: 5 (the church was in prayer without ceasing).

Pray with the help of the Holy Spirit
· Romans 8: 26 – 27
· Ephesians 6: 18

Kinds of prayer 
There are different kinds of prayer, so we must follow the rules to get results.

Ephesians 6: 17 - 19
“Praying always with all prayer and supplication (petition or request) in the Spirit and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints.”

Prayer that changes things or circumstances

Prayers that change things or circumstances are prayed in faith based on what God has already promised in His word (His will). Remember, faith begins where the will of God is known (Mark 11: 22 – 24).

Note: If you pray to receive something or to change circumstances, never pray “if it be your will”. You are using the wrong rules and prayer will be ineffective.

Prayer doesn’t change God. He is unchanging (Malachi 3:6 and Hebrews 13: 8).
His word is eternally set in heaven because He is eternal (I AM - John 8: 58).

Binding and loosing (Matthew 18: 18)
· NLT – “Whatever you forbid on earth will be forbidden in heaven, and whatever you permit on earth will be permitted in heaven.”
· We have the keys to the kingdom of heaven (Matthew 16: 13 – 19).
· Jesus has the keys of death and hell (Revelation 1: 18)
· To have keys is to have access to Heavens grace, power, authority.
· Luke 13: 10 – 17. Jesus healed a woman bowed over. She was a daughter of the covenant and was being robbed of the blessing by a demon spirit of infirmity (disease, sickness, weakness or frailty). The law of Moses got in the way of the promised blessings through Abraham. The law was bondage and kept people imprisoned.

Prayer of agreement (Matthew 18: 19 – 20)Numbers 35: 30
Deuteronomy 17: 6 & 19: 15
Under the law, no one who committed murder could be put to death by mouth of one witness only.

· Why is there power in agreement?
· We are gathered in His name
· Matthew 18: 15 – 16
· 2 Corinthians 13: 1 
· John 8: 16 – 18Luke 10:1 and Mark 6: 7
Jesus sent his disciples out two by two.

· Hebrews 10: 28

Petition and supplication Philippians 4:6 (NLT)
Don’t worry about anything, instead pray about everything. Tell God what you need and thank Him for all He has done.

Philippians 4: 6 – 8.
1 Timothy 2: 1 – 4.

The answer to care, anxiety and worry is prayer.In other words, enter into the rest of God by faith.

Remember, God knows so much and we know so little.

Why do we pray
1. God told us to pray without ceasing.
2. We need to do something instead of worrying (peace comes through prayer).
3. Praying right allows God to release supply and provision. It meets needs and changes things.We don’t give the glory to prayer, we give the glory to God.  Prayer is a factor, but God did it. If we give glory to the prayer we can glorify the prayer.



· Prayer is all inclusive – includes communion with God, worship, thanksgiving and ministering to the Lord (Acts 13: 2).
· Supplication means – petition or request.
· Thanksgiving means – gratitude or grateful language.
· Intercession means – a falling in with, a meeting or interview. It’s also a petition or a supplication.
· Fields are white for harvest. 
· Matthew 9: 37 – 38 (pray that the Lord would send labourers).
· 2 Thessalonians 3: 1(pray that the Word of the Lord may have free course).
· Prayer allows us to cast the care of any situation to God (1 Peter 5:7).
· God’s peace shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.
· Peace means - quietness, rest or set at one again. It also means prosperity.

Acts 12: 1 - 18
· King Herod Agrippa I was a grandson of Herod the great. He ruled over Judea and Samaria.
· King Herod Agrippa II was his son who spoke with Paul in Acts 26.
· This persecution had broken out in Jerusalem.
· Herod killed James and put Peter in prison. He wanted maximum impact, hence the timing.
· What was the church response – prayer without ceasing (fervent, effective and earnest).
· This type of praying won’t give way to discouragement.
· Angelic intervention was a direct result of prayer, not worry or fear.
· All human security measures were no match for supernatural intervention.
· They had no problem believing Peter’s angel was at the door, just not Peter himself.
· They didn’t realise that their prayers had already been answered.
· James had now taken on a leadership position in the Jerusalem Church. This is the brother of Jesus who originally doubted.
· The prideful heart of King Herod cost him his life.
· But the Word of God grew and multiplied.
Prayer of dedication or consecration
Luke 22: 39 - 42
John 5: 30
Jesus prayed this type of prayer in the garden of Gethsemane. He wasn’t praying to change something based on the promises of God.
This is the only prayer where “if” can be used and not be in unbelief.
We want to be ready to do what Jesus wants us to do.
· For God is working in you, giving you the desire and power to do what pleases Him (Philippians 2: 13 NLT).Matthew 26: 44
Jesus prayed the same prayer three times to the Father saying the same words ‘not my will but yours be done’
Compare to John 11: 41-42 when Jesus prayed to the Father.

· Jesus went into the garden with Peter, James and John.John 6: 44
No man can come to me except the Father which has sent me draws him: and I shall raise him up at the last day.

· Jesus warned His disciples to pray that they would not give in to temptation.
· An angel appeared unto Him from heaven, strengthening Him (to invigorate).
· His prayer was earnest, heartfelt and he was in agony of spirit (anguish or struggle for victory).John 3:14
(Numbers 21: 9)
And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up.

· He was drawing all judgement to Himself (John 12: 31 – 32).
· The cross wasn’t drawing men, it was drawing death, sin, sickness, disease, poverty, lack, the curse of the law.  Jesus was made to be sin that we could be made righteous.
· Jesus became our substitute. There was no place for men at the cross of Calvary.
· The cross was a place of separation, that why Jesus cried out “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? (to leave behind in some place, to desert or totally abandon).
· He asked a question.  The answer – “for us”.
Phil 2: 12 – 13 (NLT)
12. Dear friends, you always followed my instructions when I was with you.  And now that I am away, it is even more important. Work hard to show the results of your salvation with deep reverence and fear.
13. For God is working in you, giving you the desire (will) and the power to do what pleases him. 


The Apostle Paul 
Acts 18: 19 - 21
· But I will return to you again, if God will.

Romans 15: 30 – 32
· That I may come unto you with joy by the will of God.

1 Corinthians 4: 18 – 20
· But I will come to you shortly, if the Lord will.

James 4: 13 – 17
· For you ought to say, ‘if the Lord will……’
· Proverbs 27: 1 (NLT) – Don’t brag about tomorrow since you don’t know what the day may bring.

None of these prayers were in reference to meeting the needs of people.
· We are to go into all the world and preach the gospel.
· Cast out devils (Luke 10: 19 – we have power over the enemy). 
· Speak with new tongues.
· Lay hands on the sick and they shall recover.
· The covenant promises of God are yes and amen – “it is written”.2 Peter 1: 2 – 4
Through the knowledge of God, we appropriate the exceeding great and precious promises which have been given to us.
By these promises, we partake of the divine nature (children of God – righteous in His sight).

Ministering to the Lord
Acts 13: 2 (they ministered to the Lord)
· To minister means to serve. It also means to worship.
· Isaiah 40: 31 (wait means - to look eagerly for or to expect).
· Ministry callings are appointed by God, not man.
· Out of this, Paul preached powerfully at Antioch in Pisidia, both to the Jews and Gentiles (Acts 13: 49 – the word spread throughout the region).
· Persecution was raised against them.   

Prayer and praise
Acts 16: 25 (prayer and sang praises unto God)
· Paul and Silas were jailed at Philippi for casting out a spirit of divination.
· They “prayed” - also means to make worship.
· Sang praises means – to celebrate in song.
· The prisoners were listening, not complaining.
· The inner prison & chains were no match for the “Sudden” power of God.
· Could the conversion of the keeper of the prison and his family and prisoners been the start of the church at Philippi?

King Jehoshaphat
2 Chronicles 20: 20 – 22
· A great multitude of the enemies of God came against Judah.
· The king sought the Lord and proclaimed a fast throughout all Judah.
· King Jehoshaphat reminded God of who He was in covenant with Israel.
· They could not overcome this army in the natural. Their eyes were on God.
· All Judah stood before the Lord with their little ones, wives and children.
· God answered through a prophet – Be not afraid nor dismayed, for the battle is not yours but God’s
· V17 – stand still and see the salvation of the Lord, for the Lord will be with you. 
· Believe in the Lord your God, so shall you be established. Believe His prophets, so shall you prosper.
· The king consulted with the people and appointed singers unto the Lord. 
· When they began to sing and praise, the Lord set an ambush and the enemy was defeated.
· Abundant provision followed (victory over the enemy and riches).
Romans 8: 16 - 17
The Spirit itself bears witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God.  And if children, then heirs; heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ. 

Prayer and angels

So, what do we know about angels?
Hebrews 1: 13 - 14Angel means: messenger or envoy.
One who is sent. 
Assigned to us at birth.

· All angels are ministering spirits
· This particular word “ministering” is only used once in the Bible and relates to the performance of service.  Angels simply obey God.
Acts 12: 15
Regarding Peter – “It is his angel.”

Matthew 18: 10
· Angels are assigned to us (them who shall be heirs of salvation). 
Psalm 103: 20 - 21
· Angels are mighty in strength (Power).
· They do His commands. They are an army - God’s war machine (Your will be done in earth as it is in heaven – Matthew 6: 10).
· They obey the voice of His Word.

Psalm 91: 11 -12
· He shall give His angels charge over us (charge means – command or send a messenger).

How many angels are there?

Daniel 7: 10 (NLT)
· Millions upon millions

Isaiah 37:36 records that a single angel obliterated 185,000 men in one night. So, if a single angel had that kind of power, how much combined strength would there be in twelve legions of angels? That means the combined strength in a legion of 6,000 angels would be enough to destroy one billion, one hundred and ten million men — and that’s just the combined power in one legion of angels!

Psalm 34: 7 (NLT)
For the angel of the Lord is a guard; he surrounds (encamps around) and 
defends (delivers) all who fear Him.

Angels ministered to Jesus

· Matthew 4: 11 (Jesus was tempted of the devil in the wilderness).
· Luke 22: 43 (An angel appeared in the garden to strengthen Him).

Daniel 10: 11 - 13
· Prayed and fasted 3 weeks. His words were heard and angels were sent but hindered in their assignment by demonic forces.

Acts 10: 1 – 8
· Cornelius a centurion who feared God with all Him house (he set the spiritual tone in his home). He put God first and everyone followed his lead.  That would have included family, servants, the lot.  He had his priorities right.Acts 10: 6
Acts 11: 14
We can know from the angel’s visitation what Cornelius was praying about:
 “He shall tell you what you ought to do”  

· He was a prayer and giver to God (yet he was a Gentile).
· An angel appeared to him. His prayers and giving had gone up before God as a memorial (reminder or a record). His heart was right.
· Clear instructions were given to Cornelius and he obeyed the angel explicitly. His servants and a devout soldier obeyed without question.
·  The impact of his prayers and giving - first gentiles to receive the gospel and Baptism in the Holy Spirit (10 years after the church began on the day of Pentecost).
· This was the first fruits of the calling of the nations which would be multiplied through the ministry of Paul.Through the faith of Abraham, all nations on the earth would be blessed (Genesis 17: 1 – 8)

Acts 27: 20 - 23
· Paul was placed on a ship bound for Rome because he had demanded to stand before Caesar. Luke went with him, his attending physician and friend.Whose counsel do we follow?
Men or God?
(Acts 4: 19-20)


· A Roman centurion named Julius was responsible for Paul and the other prisoners.
· Paul warned the centurion that it wasn’t going to end well, but Julius listened more to the ship’s captain and the owner than Paul. 
· They went from sailing to surviving due to a storm of hurricane proportions. 
· Paul had an angelic visitation and was reminded that he must be brought before Caesar and not to fear (Acts 23: 11). Paul was encouraged.
· Because of Paul, 276 lives were saved.  Paul himself was the only “life boat” on that ship.
· Paul likewise encouraged those onboard the ship – “Take courage for I believe God, that it shall be even as it was told me”.

Romans 8: 31
What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us?

2 Kings 6:  15 -16
· The King of Syria (Aram) came against Elisha, and when he prayed that the Lord would opened his servant’s eyes, he saw the hillside filled with chariots of fire round about Elisha. God’s war machine.
· And he answered, Fear not: for they that be with us are more than they that be with them.
1 Tim 2: 4 – God wants all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of truth
2 Tim 3: 7 - Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of truth


Hindrances to prayer

Although it’s God’s will to hear and answer prayer, The Bible warns of a number of hindrances to effective prayer (Hosea 4: 6 – destroyed means “cut off”).

Not praying according to the will of God (His Word).Hebrews 8: 12
God is not holding sin to our account. 

Hebrews 10: 12 - 14
For by one offering He has perfected forever them that are sanctified.

“One sacrifice, for all men, for all sin, for all time.”
Matthew 22: 29
They were in error because they didn’t know the scriptures


· 1 John 5: 14 – 15
· If we know that He hears us, we have them NOW.
· Confidence comes from God’s unchanging word.
· Faith begins where the will of God is known.
· Find out His will before you pray about any situation.

If we tolerate know sin in our lives.Hamartia
Noun
Hamartano
V15. Verb – (to err or miss the mark)

Sin nature once separated us from God

· Romans 6: 11 – 18. We are no longer servants to sin nature.
· The word sin here is Hamartia (a noun - naming word).
· We won’t come boldly with condemnation and guilt (Hebrews 4: 15 - 16).
· Titus 2: 11 – 12 
“For the grace of God that brings salvation hath appeared to all men, teaching us that denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world.”
· Grace will keep us from sinning, not the effort of man (spirit not flesh). 
Not walking in the commandment of love.
· 1 John 3: 15 – 24 (NLT). Love keeps us in fellowship and in confidence with God.
· Galatians 5: 6 (Faith through love works). 
· Our faith is in the grace.
· 1 John 4: 16 
“And we have known and believed the love that God has to us. God is love and he that dwells in love dwells in God, and God in him.”

If we waver and don’t ask in faith.If it’s not Word counsel, it is ungodly.


· James 1: 5 – 8 (NLT)Jeremiah 17: 7
Blessed is the man that trusts in the Lord, and whose hope is in the Lord.


· Make sure your faith is in God alone (faith in His Word).
· Don’t seek counsel from the ungodly (Psalm 1: 1 – 3).
· Double minded means – ‘two-spirited’ or vacillating.  Loyalty is divided between God and the world (spirit of the world and the Spirit of God).
· 1 Timothy 2: 8 – I will therefore that men pray everywhere, lifting up holy hands, without wrath or doubting (without anger or vengeance – reasoning or imagination).2 Corinthians 10: 5
We must cast down imaginations and reasonings which exalt themselves against the knowledge of God.



Not asking or asking with wrong motives.James 4: 3
To ask amiss is to ask improperly or wrongly.
It’s from the same Greek word Kakos which also means evil, sickness and disease.


· James 4: 1 – 6 (NLT)
· This describes a Christian who is not renewed in the mind.  They are still thinking like the world. 
· They want others to meet their needs.  God is not their source.
· They want others to do their praying for them because they have no faith to believe.
· They are still friends of the world.
· The answer – He give MORE GRACE to overcome evil desires.

Failing to believe you receive when you pray.
· Mark 11: 24 (‘Receive’ means to take it).You must see it as being done and begin to praise Him, and he will hasten His word to perform it.


· Faith is always now (Hebrews 11: 1). It is not in the future.
· The believing precedes the receiving.
· If you are waiting for something to manifest, you are relying on seeing faith not believing faith. If you have it, you don’t need faith.
· That is the confident assurance that we have it.
 
A wrong relationship between husbands and wives.
· 1 Peter 3: 7 (hindered means to be cut off).
· Dwell together (sense of family or unity)
· There is power in agreement (Matthew 18: 19)
· According to knowledge (His Word).
· James 3: 16 (where envying and strife is, there is confusion and every evil work). Jealousy & contention = confusion (instability, commotion, disorder or turmoil). 
· The devil likes to play in that sand pit.
· Division is his master play.  A house divided against itself cannot stand and that includes the Church.
Unforgiveness.Philippian 4: 6 - 7
You will never have peace in your heart harbouring unforgiveness. 
It’s only when you cast your cares upon Him that will peace come. 


· Mark 11: 25 – 26If the sin problem has been dealt with, the forgiveness problem has also.


· This again is a love issue. Love is the engine room of faith.
· Ephesians 4: 29 - 32 – Forgive because God has forgiven us.
· Colossians 3: 12 - 15 – Even as Christ forgave you.
· If you can’t forgive, you will doubt your own forgiveness. 

Forgetting the poor.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Proverbs 21: 13 – don’t ignore the cry of the poor. It will hinder your prayers.
· Galatians 2: 10 – remember the poor.

Offence.
· Mark 6: 1 - 6
· Offence will cause you to doubt and walk in unbelief.
· The Greek word Skandalezo literally means to entrap or trip up.
· When you are in offence, you won’t see spiritually through the eyes of faith, but naturally. 
· You will see the carpenter, not the conqueror. 

Demonic resistance
· Daniel 10: 11 - 13 (there will be resistance from the demonic realm). 
· Our job is to stand and rest in His finished works.

Prayers of Paul
Ephesians 1: 16 -23
Ephesians 3: 14 – 20
Colossians 1: 9 – 11
1 Thessalonians 5: 23
Romans 15: 13
Romans 15: 29

Word based prayers 
Psalm 23
Psalm 91
Psalm 103
Psalm 112
Psalm 118
Proverbs 31: 10 - 31

Final word: Rely on the Holy Spirit to lead and guide you in prayer, not in your own strength.  He is there for you.
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