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Agreeing with the Word of God
(Not the word of the world – this world is not our world)

Matthew 18: 18 – 20 (KJV & NLT)
· To ‘bind’ is to forbid and to ‘loose’ is to permit. Words do both. 
· If two or more shall agree, it shall be done. In harmony together.
· Agreeing with the word of God brings freedom and victory.
· It’s the truth you know that sets you free (John 8: 31 – 32).

Agree means – Harmonious, to accord, be suitable or concur (from the Greek word Symphoneo).  Agreeing with the word is agreeing with Jesus.

1 John 5: 10 – 15 (Agreeing with confidence).
· Confidence is in the truth of God’s word. It cannot change and cannot fail.  
· We ask according to his will and we know that he hears us.
· Know means – to see, be aware, behold, perceive or be sure. 
· The agreement is with his will (desire, pleasure, purpose or decree).
· Our confidence is not based on sight or feelings. 
· If you allow feelings and emotions to guide you, you will be deceived. The devil wants you to see and not believe (Genesis 3: 5).
· Our confidence comes from knowing and agreeing with his will. 
· Isaiah 55: 11 – His word shall not return void.

Mark 11: 23 - 24
· Must speak first and then believe that what you have said will come to pass.
· Believing always precedes receiving.
· The words we speak must align with his words. That’s the agreement.

Romans 10: 9 – 10
· Confess with the mouth and believe in the heart. The mouth and heart must agree.

Mark 9: 14 – 27
Matthew 17: 14 - 21
· If you can do anything, have compassion on us and help us.
· If you can believe, all things are possible to him that believes.
· Matthew 19: 26
· Luke 1: 37
· Going to church or believe in religion doesn’t make all things possible.  
· Lord I believe! (the agreement) – now help my unbelief (the grace). 
· He asked for mercy and God is full of mercy (Psalm 145: 8 – 9 & Ephesians 2: 4 -5). 
· The throne of God has always been a mercy seat (Hebrews 4: 16).
· Agreeing with the word of God is believing.  No other evidence is required other that “It is written” (Hebrews 11: 1).  Faith is unseen evidence.
· Abraham believed God and it was accounted to him for righteousness.
Idle words

Matthew 12: 36 – 37.
· Idle words are out of harmony (or agreement) with God’s Word.
· They are unproductive and not going anywhere. They are inactive and unemployed. They are lazy, useless, barren or slow.
· Angels are idle when our words are idle. They too are unemployed.
· Resisting, opposing or contradicting the word, “I don’t believe that!!!”
· When you say you don’t believe in healing for example, you activate angels – the wrong ones (Matthew 25: 41 & Revelation 12: 9).
· Ministering angels are assigned to us (Hebrews 1: 14 & Psalm 103: 20).
· Exodus 23: 20 – 23 NLT (don’t provoke or grieve God’s angels).
· When you fight the good fight of faith, 99% of your battles will be won with words.
· You can never reach your destination with idle words any more than you can with a car engine in idle. The gears must be engaged or synchronised.  

Zachariah (Luke 1: 5 – 20)
· Idle words can impact God’s plans in the earth.
· Zachariah looked at his natural circumstances and that of his wife (v18).
· How shall I know this? (NLT- How can I be sure this will happen?)
· He wanted a sign. He wanted more than a promise.
· His mouth was shut because he did not believe the words of Gabriel.
· The angel was sent to bring good news and it wasn’t received.
· Our words can fulfil or abort the plans of God for our lives.

Compare with Mary (Luke 1: 26 – 37).
· Twice the angel referred to Mary as highly favoured–much graced.
· How shall, this be, seeing I know not a man? This question wasn’t about unbelief, it was about understanding the impossible.
· Be it unto me according to your word. 
· Mary never doubted the word of the angel. Mary sought understanding on how the impossible could be made possible. After all, virgins don’t conceive and give birth.
· This was a fulfilment of prophecy (Isaiah 7: 14)
· Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 

Consider Abraham (Romans 4: 18 – 21).
· To agree with the Word of God requires the following:
· He considered not his own body nor that of Sarah his wife.
· He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief. 
· He was strong in faith, giving glory to God.
· He was fully persuaded that what God had promised he would do.

James 3: 8 – 12
· No man can tame the tongue. We must yield to the Holy Spirit. 
· Every day presents an opportunity to speak blessing or cursing.
· Remember, when you are out of agreement with God, your words are idle.
Why trust God’s Word

The living Word.
· John 1: 1 - 4 & 14
· John 6: 63 – 69 (the word is life “Zoe” – the life only God can give).
· (NLT) The spirit alone gives eternal life. Human efforts accomplish nothing. And the very words I speak unto you are spirit and life.
· To walk in the Spirit is to walk in the Word.
· Don’t draw back even when you don’t fully understand. Dare to trust God at his Word (Hebrews 10: 38 – 39).
· Satan is a thief and his target is always the Word not religion or church attendance.  He must steal the Word first before he can kill and destroy (John 10: 10).
· The flesh profits nothing (without the spirit, human effort gives no advantage to the believer).
· To only believe what we see prohibits us from profiting from God’s Word.
· God never intended for Adam to live apart from him. Spiritual death is separation from the life of God. We must be born again.
· Genesis 2: 7 (Man received the breath of life – speaking spirit).
· The natural man cannot receive the things of the Spirit of God (1 Corinthians 2: 14 – 16). 
· Sceptical of God and often refuses to acknowledge him.
· Denying his very existence (even the devils believe there is one God and tremble (James 2: 19).
· Trusts in his own ability, intellect, wisdom & understanding Proverbs 3: 5 – 6 warns against that.
· Consider Peter’s revelation that Jesus was the Christ, the Son of the living God (Matthew 16: 16 -17). Jesus is the living Word.
· John 15: 5 – 8 (Abiding in the Word is dwelling in life).
· Matthew 4: 4 – Man shall not live by bread alone but by every Word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.
· Jesus used the Word as a weapon “It is written”. He believed and validated the writings of Moses and the prophets (John 5: 39 – 47 & Luke 16: 29 – 31).
· Hebrews 4: 12.
· Only the living Word of God is powerful (active, operative or effectual). The name of Jesus must be backed by the living Word abiding in us (Acts 19: 13 – 16).
· 1 Peter 1: 23. 
· The Word of God lives and abides forever (incorruptible seed).
· Deuteronomy 30: 19 - 20
· You will choose life or death, blessing or cursing.  Unbelief is a choice, so is agreeing with God’s Word. God allows what we allow.
· Life is a blessing – God spoke a blessing over man (Genesis 1: 28).
· Isaiah 55: 11
· The Word never returns void and it will always accomplish that which pleases God and prosper where it is sent.
· He sent his Word and healed them (Psalm 107: 19 – 20).
The Word is seed.
1 Peter 1: 23
· Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God (Romans 10: 17)
· Faith comes when the Word prevails over our thinking processes. 
· The Word is as seed which must be planted (1 Cor 3: 6). 
· God changes us with ‘Word seed’. That which has not been planted by our heavenly Father shall be rooted up (Matthew 15: 13).
· Matthew 7: 24 – 27 NLT (a wise man builds his house on a rock).
· The foolishness of God is wiser than man (1 Corinthians 1: 21 – 31 NLT).
· The news feed will not bring peace to your spirit. It is hard to agree with God when fear is dominating your thinking.
· Feeding on the voice of the world will weaken your faith and bring fear and doubt. That’s how the kingdom of darkness operates.
· Ungodly imaginations (thoughts and reasonings) must be cast down (2 Corinthians 10: 3 - 5). 
· It’s our responsibility to control our thoughts, not God’s.
· Satan’s kingdom operates in the earth, deceiving the nations and walking about seeking whom he may devour (Revelation 12: 9 & 20: 3 and 1 Peter 5: 8 - 9). Resist steadfast in the faith.

Two kingdoms (life or death, blessing or curse).
· The kingdom of light and the kingdom of darkness (Ephesians 6: 12)
· “Kingdom” – realm of the Kings domain.  That’s a present reality for the believer.
· We have been delivered from the power of darkness and translated into the kingdom of his dear son (Colossians 1: 12 – 14). 
· Jesus prayed your kingdom come, your will be done in earth as it is in heaven (Matthew 6: 10).
· Seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you – Matthew 6: 33 (Amplified Bible – “his way of doing and being right”).
· The kingdom of God is within you (Luke 17: 20 – 21).
· The kingdom is not meat and drink but righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit (Romans 14: 17)

All kingdom principles operate by seed.
· I am responsible for planting the seed, but God is responsible for the seed (2 Corinthians 9: 10 NLT). 
· Mark 4: 26 – 32 (NLT).
· The seed must be sown first.  Supernatural multiplication is a ‘natural’ kingdom response. Jesus demonstrated that with loaves and fishes.
· This earth is ‘word’ ruled and ’word’ governed. We agree, bind and loose by words.  We speak to mountains by saying (Mark 11: 23 - 24).  Jesus taught – “When you pray, say” (Luke 11: 2).
· Satan knows that and must get you to speak his lies to dominate your life, family, health, possessions, provision, limit angelic protection and ultimately derail the plan of God for your life.
· Never live in reaction to the devil. Live in response to the Father.
Protect the seed you plant.

Proverbs 4: 20 – 23
· We are to give attention to the Word (heed, regard, listen or hearken).
· Keep your heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life.
· Keep means - to guard or watch over.
· Diligence means – the act of guarding (guard post or watch).
· Psalm 119: 11 – Your word have I hid in my heart, that I might not sin against you.
· Hid means - to protect like treasure (Proverbs 2: 1 – 5).

God is the ‘seed giver’ and Satan is the ‘seed stealer’.  His strategy has never changed. He is only after the precious seed of God’s Word.
· James 4: 7 - To submit to God means to obey or be under obedience. Obeying God’s Word is key to victory over the devil.
· Once submitted, resisting the devil is effortless. He will flee.
Genesis 3: 1 – 4 (NLT).
· Did God really say? (v4 – “You won’t die!”). 
· Can you trust in, agree with and rely on what God said.
· Truth will always be replaced with a lie or deception.
· Eve saw (considered or gave attention to) that the tree was good for food. She gave attention to the wrong thing. 

Mark 4: 1 – 20 (Matthew 13: 3 – 23 & Luke 8: 4 – 15).
The parable of the sower is foundational to understanding all parables. A parable is a comparison or an example to illustrate a meaning or truth.
· Matthew - The seed is the word of the kingdom.  If it is not understood (put together or comprehend), the wicked one catches away that which was sown in the heart (seize or take by force).
· Five things Satan uses to stop the word from prevailing in a believer’s life (Mark 4: 17 – 19):
· Affliction (tribulation). In the world you shall have it (John 16: 33).
· Persecution – because of the word. Offence comes immediately.
· Cares of this world (anxiety or distraction).
· Deceitfulness of riches (delusion).
· Lusts of other things (desire, craving or longing).
· The word is choked (to strangle completely, to drown or to crowd) and it becomes unfruitful (barren or not yielding what it ought to yield).
· Good ground – (1) hears the word (2) understands it (3) bears fruit.  
· If the seed can’t be stolen it will bear fruit (John 15: 7 – 8).
· Only the abiding Word can produce thirtyfold, sixty or a hundred.
· Luke – they bring forth fruit with patience (fruit can take time).

Satan replaces stolen (incorruptible) seed with corruptible seed.
· He wants you to doubt God’s Word and doubt your identity.
· Matthew 4: 3 – Satan challenged Jesus identity – “If you be the Son of God”. Notice he left out the word ‘beloved’ (Matthew 2: 17).
· There is no bad seed in God’s Word - only life and power.
Understanding the Word

Nehemiah 8: 1 – 12 (NLT)
· Israelites had been in Babylonian captivity 70 years according to prophecy.
· The walls of Jerusalem had now been rebuilt by Nehemiah and God’s people returned to Jerusalem with supportive decree from King Cyrus.  
· Ezra 6: 3 & 14 (temple rebuild supported by three Persian kings).
· Ezra read the book of the law of Moses.
· Men and women and all that could hear with understanding (consider or discern. To teach or instruct). 
· The people were attentive to the Word, morning until noon.
· The Levites (priests) helped the people to understand the law.
· They read distinctly (to separate or declare).
· 1 Timothy 2: 15 – 16 (rightly dividing the word of truth).
· Study – Give diligence, make effort or labour.
· Righty dividing – To make a straight cut, to dissect, to proceed on straight paths or hold a straight course.
· Vein babblings – Fruitless discussions or useless matters.
· Understanding the word will bring the joy of the Lord.  Amen, amen - So be it. The people agreed (compare with Matthew 13: 19).
· Joy means – gladness or rejoicing.
· Joy is a fruit of the spirit – Galatians 5: 22.
· Rejoice in the Lord and again I say rejoice (Philippians 3: 1 & 4: 4).
· Be cheerful, be well, be glad (it is well).
· Strength means – a fortified place, a defence, a force or a rock.
· The church is built on the “rock” of revelation knowledge and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it (Matthew 16: 18).
· The people went away rejoicing because they heard God’s words and understood them.

Mark 6: 1- 6
· Many heard the word and were astonished (amazed). 
· They recognised the wisdom and miracles but they had no understanding.
· They looked through natural eyes, not the eyes of faith.
· Jesus was the anointed son of God (Acts 10: 38).  They saw the carpenter, not the conqueror. Faith is unseen evidence (Heb 11:1).
· NLT – they were deeply offended and refused to believe in him (trip up, stumble or entice to sin). 
· Consider Luke 7: 16 - 23 “And blessed is he, whosoever shall not be offended in me”.
· Note verses 21 & 22 – Jesus demonstrated with power first, then answered the question. He was anointed by the Spirit of the Lord for that purpose (Luke 4: 18 – 19).
· Jesus was teaching to bring understanding, but they didn’t have ears to hear (comprehension or perception).
· Unbelief limits the anointing – he couldn’t do any mighty works.
· He marvelled (wondered) because of the unbelief.
· Response to unbelief – He went about teaching (Romans 10: 17).
How does the Word of God profit us?

2 Timothy 3:16 – 17 (Context – prevailing wickedness & overcoming Word).
All scripture is given by inspiration of God – “divinely breathed in or God breathed”. Only used once in the New Testament. 
· 66 Books written by men, but inspired by God (2 Peter 1: 20 NLT).
· Profitable means – helpful or advantageous.
· Perfect means – Complete. Only used once in the New Testament.
· Thoroughly furnished also means equip fully, finished, complete or accomplish for good works (toil, doing or labour - Kingdom business).

Doctrine 
Teaching, instruction or learning.
Paul refers to having sound doctrine (uncorrupt, safe or wholesome). 
· Some won’t endure sound doctrine (2 Timothy 4:3). 
· People shall turn away their ears from truth and shall turn to fables (fiction or falsehood).  Beware of fake news and conspiracy theories.
· Endure means to hold firm – Eph 6: 13 – 14 (stand).
· Must stay with the Word.  The truth keeps us from error.
· Ephesians 4: 11 – 12 (perfecting means – complete or equipping).
· World view and Bible world view (the carnal man and the spiritual man. They are contrary (opposed) to one another (Galatians 5:17). 

Reproof
Means proof, evidence or conviction.  
Hebrews 11:1 – Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the ‘evidence” of things not seen. (Centurion in Matthew 8: 8 – “but speak the word only….”).
· 2 Corinthians 5:7 – For we walk by faith, not by sight.
· 2 Corinthians 4: 18 – We look not at the things which are seen.
· Abraham was fully persuaded by God’s promises (Romans 4: 19 – 21).
· Acts 2:37 – the Word ‘pricked’ their hearts (pierced thoroughly).

Correction
· Means a straightening up again.
· Restoration to an upright or right state. It has a similar meaning to ‘rightly diving’ in Timothy.  A pilot who is off course will bring a correction to his flight path (used once).  
· John 20: 25 - 28 (You can’t receive Abraham’s blessing on Thomas’s faith).
· Luke 10: 38 – 42 (Jesus lovingly corrected Martha also).

Instruction in righteousness
· Means disciplinary correction.  It’s about education or training.
· Hebrews 12: 5 – 11 (NLT) is referring to instruction. Chastisement has the same meaning. 
· Proverbs 22: 6 (to train up a child also means to discipline).
· Proverbs 13: 24 (to spare the rod means to refrain or hold back).
· Romans 12: 2 – 3 (The Word will transform or change us through mind renewal.  You can’t transform something you are conformed to).
Rules or guiding principles for studying the Word of God

Rule 1
The Holy Spirit is the teacher. 
· John 14: 26 – He will teach you all things (Matthew 28: 18 – 20).
· John 15: 26 – He shall always testify of Jesus (be a witness).
· John 16: 13 – He will lead and guide you into all truth (show the way).
· The Book of Acts is a wonderful example of this truth. The early church was led by the Spirit, they didn’t resist him (Acts 7: 51). 
· John 16: 14 – 15. He shall always glorify Jesus (honour or magnify).
· 1 John 2: 26 – 27 (KJV & NLT). The anointing will teach us, not man.
· Any doctrine that makes provision for the flesh is not of God (Galatians 5: 16 – 18 KJV & NLT). That’s the way of the false teacher and prophet. Remember, the flesh profits nothing.

Rule 2
The Bible must always be studied in the light of the finished work of Jesus.  Calvary is the great divide between old and new.
We are new creations. Old things have passed away (2 Corinthians 5:17).
· We now have bold access to the throne of God’s grace (Heb 4: 16).
Generational curses are no more. God is no longer visiting the sins of the fathers to the 3rd and 4th generation (Exodus 20: 5 & Numbers 14: 18).
· The law of Moses was a performance-based covenant. Do good, get good.
· Remember the first covenant had fault because of people and had to be replaced (Hebrews 8: 6 – 13 NLT).
· We don’t read the Bible to see how sinful we are. We read the Bible to discover who we are in Christ Jesus.
Example
· Rich young ruler (Luke 18: 18 – 19) What shall I do to inherit eternal life? You know the commandments… based on works.
· The Gaoler (Acts 16: 30 – 31) What must I do to be saved? Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ…. Based on grace.
· The New Testament began when Jesus died and rose again from death. The Gospels are accounts and events about Jesus in his earthly before the cross.  On many occasions he gave man a glimpse of the other side of the cross. He revealed grace, mercy, truth, love and forgiveness.
· His obedience set us free, not ours.

Rule 3
Ask for wisdom in faith.
James 1: 5 – 8 (KJV & NLT)
· A double minded (vacillating) man is unstable (inconsistent or restless).
· Compare with Psalm 112: 6 – 8. The man who trusts in the Lord is stable, established and fixed.
· 1 Kings 3: 9 – 13. Solomon asked for wisdom and this pleased God. 
· Proverbs 4: 5–9. Wisdom is the principal thing (first in place, time, rank). 
· 1 Samuel 30:  3 – 8. David sought wisdom from the Lord when he was greatly distressed. Seek the wisdom of God first, not man.
Rule 4
Allow Scripture to support and interpret Scripture.
Only the unchanging and eternal Word of God can enable us to study the Holy Scriptures with confidence and assurance. 
· Number 23: 19 - 20. 
· Psalm 89: 34 & Psalm 119: 89. 
· Malachi 3: 6 & Matthew 24: 35. 
· Hebrews 13: 8 & James 1: 17.

Don’t lift Scripture out of context and establish some wild doctrine on one verse. 
· The meaning of Scripture is always defined by the context.  What is the context of what is being said? Therefore, read verses before and after for clarity of meaning. 
· That may require you starting at verse one of a chapter or reading the entire previous chapter first for the full meaning. The Spirit will lead you.
· The best interpreter of the Bible is the Bible, not a commentary of the Bible. Commentaries are a useful study tool, but they should never replace the Word of God before your eyes (Proverbs 4: 20 - 23).
· The Holy Spirit will speak to you through the Word more than any other means – because He always confirms the truth. 
· Remember, we don’t debate truth, we receive truth.
Examples:
· Compare Isaiah 53: 4 – 5 with Matthew 8: 16 – 17 & 1 Peter 2: 24.
· Griefs means – sickness or disease.
· Sorrow means – anguish or pain (physical or mental).
· Compare 2 Corinthians 12: 7 – 10 & 2 Timothy 3: 10 - 12. 
· Paul’s many trials recorded in 2 Cor 11: 23 – 30 (NLT) referred to weaknesses, not sickness and disease. 
· The buffeting of his ministry was demonically driven persecution.
· Buffeting means – to strike with a fist.

It must be in harmony with all Scripture.
· Harmony means – agreement (Matthew 18: 19).  
· Is it consistent with the nature, character and attributes of God? 
· The Word is a witness of itself (1 John 5:7).
· John 5: 19 & 30 and John 12: 49 – 50.

The Word requires two or more witnesses for truth to be established.
· That means two or more witnesses in harmony with each other, not one witness saying the same thing three times (e.g. Jesus, Paul & Peter).
· If we don’t follow this guiding principle, doctrinal error will result.
· First mention Deuteronomy 17:6 (reference to putting a man to death).
· Second mention Deuteronomy 19:15 (establishing a matter).
· Matthew 18: 15 – 17 NLT (correcting another believer).
· John 8: 17 – 18 NLT (Jesus and the Father bear witness).
· 2 Corinthian 13:1 (establishing a word - Paul speaking).
· 1 Timothy 5:19 – (accusation against an elder). Leadership is not immune to oversight or correction, but it must be done God’s way for safety.
Rule 5
Who is doing the speaking?
Job 1: 21 
· The Lord gives and the Lord takes away. Blessed be the name of the Lord.
· Countless numbers of believers have been robbed of their faith and blessed God for the devil’s evil work. Job said that, not God. 
· For God so loved the world that he ‘gave’ (John 3: 16 & James 1: 17).
· Love gives, it never takes. He spoke a blessing over man, not a curse.
· Job opened up a door and the serpent bit him (Job 3: 25 & Ecc 10: 8).
· Jobs friends had not spoken right concerning God (Job 42: 7 – 8).
Matthew 16: 21 – 23 
· Peter was speaking but he was listening to the deceiver.

Rule 6
Who is the Scripture speaking to?
All Scripture is for the church, but not all Scripture is about the church.
· 1 Corinthians 10: 32 (the Jews, the nations or the church).
· The Book of Acts and the New Testament letters are written specifically for the Church. All Scripture is profitable, but our main study should be from the letters to help us live the Christian life. 
Examples
· Psalm 90: 10 (KJV & NLT) - Moses was speaking to Israel in the wilderness. Study Numbers 14: 2 & 28 NLT). 
· Genesis 6: 3 – man’s days shall be 120 years.
· Matthew 24 regarding the end times.
· The context is the Jewish nation- abomination of desolation (3rd temple (Daniel 9: 27 & 12: 11). Those in Judea flee. These are Jews in their home land Israel. He refers to the sabbath day and links the tribulation period. The whole context is Jewish.
· The catching away of the church first (1 Thess 4: 13 - 18).

Rule 7
Principle of First Mention (Law of First Mention)
The first mention or occurrence of a subject in Scripture establishes an unchangeable pattern, with that subject remaining unchanged in the mind of God throughout Scripture.  
Examples
· Animal sacrifice first mentioned in Genesis 3:21. God made coats of skins and clothed them.  Blood sacrifice in its simplest form. The revelation of blood sacrifice is built upon through Scripture with the Law of Moses, culminating in the shed blood of Jesus.  Hebrews 9: 22 - 23 (without shedding of blood there is no remission).

· Healing first mentioned in Exodus 15:26 – I am the Lord that healeth thee (Jehovah Rapha – cure, restore, heal, make whole – physically and emotionally).  Psalm 103: Who heals all our diseases. He sent His word and Healed Psalm 107:20 – The ministry of Jesus. He was the express will of God in the earth.

· Thorns in your sides. (Numbers 33: 55 & 2 Corinthians 12: 7).
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Tradition or truth
Matthew 15: 1 - 13 & Mark 7: 5 - 9 (NLT)
· Why do your disciples disobey our old-age traditions?
· You have made the command of God of no effect by your tradition. You have set aside the Word of God in favour of rules handed down by men.
· No effect (KJV) - to render void – deprive of force and authority.  It also means to invalidate. Our traditions cancel the Word of God.
· Worship means nothing if we teach man-made ideas as commands of God. 
· Jesus spoke His Father’s words only (John 12: 49 - 50).
· We must choose life (the Word) not death (traditions of men).

Examples of traditions of men:
· God uses sickness to teach us or give him glory through our suffering. 
· Only a select few can be saved. 
· Wealth and riches are evil.
· The Bible is too difficult to understand without the help of approved teachers and leaders.
· We must earn our salvation through good works.
· Things that happen in our lives are the sovereign will of God. Accept them.

Rule 9
Don’t add to or take away from the Word 
Because God is unchanging, His word is unchanging. We are not to add to it or take away from it. 
· First mentioned in Deuteronomy 4:1 - 2 & 12:30 - 32 (NLT), Proverbs 30: 5 - 6 (NLT) and Revelation 22:18 - 21(NLT). 
· First words ever recorded as spoken to man by his enemy – “Did God really say”. Eve was deceived because she added to what God had said (Genesis 3: 3).  This gave Satan an advantage, resulting in Adam’s fall.
· (Matthew 4: 3 – 4) “If you be the Son of God”. Jesus responded with the word and prevailed.  Truth always prevails over evil and deception.

Rule 10
The Word must be final authority
Psalm 1: 1 – 6 (KJV & NLT). 
· Blessed is the man that seeks not the counsel of the ungodly.
· Counsel means – advice.  Our delight is in the Word of God.  We meditate to enable mind renewal. (Romans 12: 2).
· The derived benefits are plain to see.  Whatever you do will prosper.
· The consequences of not following the Word are equally clear. 
· To not choose truth is to choose death (Deuteronomy 30: 19).
Galatians 1: 15 –19.
· Paul conferred not with flesh and blood, neither did he go up to the apostles. His revelation came direct from Jesus Christ, not men.
· To confer is to consult with another or take one into counsel.
1 Corinthians 2: 1 - 5
· Our faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God.
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