18 October 2020

Just Jesus

1 Corinthians 2: 1 – 10
· Passion translation – For while I was with you I was determined to be consumed with one topic – Jesus, the crucified Messiah. 
· Without the crucifixion, Jesus life on earth would have no relevance.
· Our faith must be in the Word of God (Romans 10: 13 – 17).
· Two kinds of wisdom: 
· Wisdom of man – 
· 1 Corinthians 3: 18 – 23. The wisdom of this world is foolishness to God (knowledge, education, learning or natural experience). 
· James 3: 14 – 16 (envying and strife is earthly wisdom – demonic).
· 1 Corinthians 2: 14 (natural man cannot receive spiritual things).
· Our faith should not stand (be) in the wisdom of men. 
· 2 Corinthians 4: 7 (the power may be of God and not of us).
· Wisdom of God – Luke 11: 49, Proverbs 4: 7 - 8 & 1 Corinthians 1: 23 – 29. Consider Colossians 3: 16 - the Word is wisdom.
· The hidden wisdom (behold the lamb of God John 1: 29).

Galatians 6: 14 (NLT)
· Our only boast is the crucifixion of our Lord Jesus Christ.
· The only ‘performance’ that ever counted was Jesus at Calvary. 
· Only Jesus could satisfy the heavenly Courts of Justice.  We were bought with a price; the precious blood of Jesus and we are no longer for sale).

Philippians 3:  5 – 10 (NLT)
· Paul’s resume was impressive to the Jews under the law.
· Paul’s defence (Acts 22: 1 – 5 & Acts 26: 9 – 11). 
· Paul gave up all for the knowledge of Christ Jesus.
· To know him and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of his suffering (Acts 9: 15 - 16).

Jesus is the only way.
· John 14: 6 (All other ways must be rejected).
· John 6: 44 (God pulls on their hearts to embrace him).
· Acts 4: 12 - Faith in Jesus alone saves (Matthew 1: 21).
· Acts: 9: 5 – 6 (Saul was saved on “Lord, who are you?”).
· Luke 23: 42 – 43 (The sinner on the cross – “Lord, remember me when you come into your kingdom”). God always hears the cry of a repentant heart.
· The gospel must not be watered down by embracing “many ways to God”.
· “Multi faith” is insidious and embracing its deception is very dangerous.
· God warned Israel not to embrace false God’s and learn of their ways (Deuteronomy 12: 29 – 32).
· Be cautious what you read about other religions. The same warning applies to Christians today. Mediate on God’s Word.
· Without Jesus, humanity awaits a Christless eternity, separated from God.
Jesus is the only name

The birth of Jesus was prophesied in Isaiah 7: 14 & Isaiah 9: 6 - 7. His name shall be called Immanuel (God).  Luke 1: 30 - 33 (Jesus means - Jehovah is salvation). 
· He has been given the name above every name.
· Philippians 2:  8 – 11 & Ephesians 1: 19 – 21 (conferred).
· Hebrews 1: 1 - 4 (inherited).
· Colossians 2: 13 - 15 NLT (obtained by conquest).
· Jesus spoiled or disarmed principalities and powers. He shamed them publicly by his victory.  Because Jesus overcame, we are now overcomers because we believed (1 John 4: 4 – 5).
The demonic realm was armed with authority given to it by Adam at the fall of man in the garden.  Jesus cancelled it and transferred all power and authority to himself and gave it to the church. We now have authority over the spirit realm to carry out the will of the Father.




· John 14: 12 – 14, 15: 16 & 16: 23 – 24 
· We pray to the Father in Jesus name.
· We don’t pray to ‘saints’, angels, Mary or even dead loved ones.
· Consider a courtroom scene – Judge (God the Father), Prosecutor (Satan) and Jesus (our defence). 
· Word based prayers released in faith will be received by the Father through Jesus (Isaiah 55: 11). No unbelief will reach the throne of grace. Remember, Satan is the accuser of the brethren. 

There is power in the name of Jesus.  We have authority to exercise that power if we choose to. If not, we remain defeated and spiritually paralysed. Satan’s greatest fear is Christians who understand their authority as believers.
· Acts 3: 6 & 16 – faith in his name heals
· Acts 4: 12 – faith is his name saves.
· Acts 5: 40 – Apostles commanded not to speak in the name of Jesus.
· Acts 16: 16 - 18 - devils fear and respond to the name.
· Acts 26: 9 – stop the name and you stop the power.

Jesus is the only mediator between God and man
Under the Old Covenant, the High Priest acted as a mediator between God and man. Continual sacrifice was made, but it could never remove sin, only cover it.
Jesus is now the Eternal High Priest and his one sacrifice gave us access to God’s throne of grace.
· Romans 8: 34 (Intercession means – to pray, confer with or entreat).
· 1 Timothy 2: 5 (Only Jesus can stand in the gap for man).
· Hebrews 7: 25 (The ministry of Jesus today is intercession).
·  Hebrews 9: 15 & 9: 24. Jesus is our mediator (a go-between).
· 1 John 2: 1 (Jesus is our advocate – intercessor or comforter). 

There will be counterfeits – “many shall come in my name”.
· Matthew 24: 5 & 24. There will be those that fake the anointing.
· Study the book of Jude. He exhorts us to contend (struggle) for the faith because of men that deny the Lord Jesus Christ and have not the Spirit.
Jesus is truth 

John 18: 33 – 38 (KJV & Passion translation)
· Pilot asked “What is truth?” – unaware that he was looking at truth himself. 
John 14: 6 - “I am the way, the truth and the life. No man comes unto the Father but by me” (The only way to God is through God).
· Jesus is “absolute truth” (absolute truth is something that is true at all times and in all places. It is something that is always true no matter what the circumstances. It is a fact that cannot be changed. An example is gravity. It will always bring you back to earth).
· John 1: 14 & 17 – Jesus (the Word) was full (complete) of grace and truth. 

John 17: 17 – Jesus further defined truth.
· “Sanctify them through your truth. Your Word is truth.”
· John 8: 31 – 32 – If you continue (abide or dwell) in my word…. and you shall know (perceive or understand) the truth and the truth shall make you free (liberate or deliver). 
· The Word of God is the only source of truth. 
· This is God’s truth which is unchanging, just like he is unchanging.

There are no degrees of truth. Outside “absolute truth” is a lie. Anyone claiming something to be a truth outside God’s Word is a liar and deceiver. Examples:

	Lie (deception)
	Truth
	Scripture

	Many ways to God
	Jesus is the only way
	John 14: 6 & Acts 4: 12

	Marriage is for all 
	Between a man and woman only
	Genesis 2: 24 & Eph 5: 31

	Planned parenting & voluntary assisted dying
	You shall not kill (murder a human being)
	Exodus 20: 13 & Romans 13: 9. Psalm 139: 13 - 16

	Gender identity
	God created them male and female
	Genesis 1: 27 & Genesis 5: 2

	There is no God
	There is one true God
	Genesis 1: 1, John 1: 1 and Revelation 1: 8

	If I’m a good person I will go to heaven. 
	Unless a man is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. 
	John 3: 3, Romans 10: 9 – 10, Gal 6: 15 & Eph 2: 8 - 9



Consequences of rejecting truth

2 Timothy 4: 1 – 4 (NLT)
· Paul urged Timothy to preach the Word of God (truth).
· People will reject the truth and chase after myths.
1 Timothy 4: 1 – 5 (NLT)
· Some will turn away from the true faith and follow deceptive spirits.
· Faithful people who know the truth have confidence with God.
Romans 1: 18 – 26 (NLT)
· Even creation reveals the truth of God, so man has no excuse for not knowing God (we don’t worship creation, we worship the creator).
· God rejects those who reject him. He did it with Israel. He changes not.
2 Thessalonians 2: 3 – 12 (NLT) A later time when rebellion must come first.
· God gave them over to delusion and great deception that they believe a lie, because they loved not the truth.   We must love absolute truth.
1 John 5: 20
· Jesus is and always will be the truth that men must believe and receive.
Jesus is the Lamb of God
John 1: 29 – 34 (Behold the lamb of God which takes away the sin of the world). 
· To take away is to lift up or bear (Exodus 12: 3 – 5 The Passover).
· Isaiah 53: 7 – 12 NLT.
· 1 Peter 1: 18 – 19 (Lamb without blemish and without spot).
· Matthew 1: 21.
· Leviticus 16: 30 – 34 (Day of Atonement or Yon Kippur). 

My God my God, why have you forsaken me (Matthew 27: 45 - 46, Psalm 22: 1 & Isaiah 54: 7 – 8).
· Jesus had to die spiritually first before he could die physically. He died two death.
· It’s important to note that Adam was reborn from ‘life’ to ‘death’ and took on the nature of the devil (John 8: 44 & Jeremiah 17: 9).
· Jesus went to hell alone. Three days and nights in the heart of the earth.
· He was forsaken so that we would never be forsaken (Hebrews 13: 5).
· He was the first begotten of many – the first born again from spiritual death (Romans 8: 29, Colossians 1: 15 - 18, Revelation 1: 4 - 6).
· We became God’s adopted children and joint heirs with Jesus (Romans 8: 15 – 17).
· We are a royal priesthood (1 Peter 2: 9).
· Hebrews 2: 14 – 15 (only a man could pay the price for sin).
· Hebrews 4: 14 – 16 (He is our great High Priest who understands our weaknesses). We come boldly to the throne of grace, not the cross.

He didn’t draw men to him at Calvary. He drew judgement (the sin of the world and the curse - John 12: 30 – 32). 
· There was no place for man at Calvary’s cross, just Jesus. 
· Philippians 2: 8 – He died a criminal’s death on a cross.
· Galatians 3: 13 – He redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us.
· 2 Corinthians 5: 21- He was made to be sin who knew no sin that we might be made the righteousness of God in him. 
· Romans 5: 19 – His obedience made us right with God.

The price has been paid 
· He purchased our freedom – one sacrifice for all men, for all sin, for all time.  How futile for man to try and work or perform for his redemption.
· Grace and grace alone – (Galatians 2: 21 NLT). “I do not treat the grace of God as meaningless. For if keeping the law could make us right with God, then there was no need for Christ to die.”
· Hebrews 9: 27 – 28 (NLT)
· Hebrews 10: 1 – 4 (NLT)
· Hebrews 10: 10 – 14 (NLT)

Revelation 12: 11
We overcome the devil by the blood of the Lamb and the word of our testimony.
Jesus loves the sinner

Matthew 9: 9 - 13 (Luke 5: 27 – 32)
· Jesus called Matthew to become a disciple. He was a tax collector for the Roman government and considered by the Jews to be a traitor. 
· “Publican” (collector of public revenue) were hated by the Jews and considered the lowest of the low due to their perceived greed and collaboration with the Roman occupiers.  
· Matthew made Jesus a great feast in his own house.
· The religious leaders complained to his disciples, not Jesus directly.
· They that are ‘whole’ (of sound health) do not need a physician.
· Jesus came not to call the righteous but sinners to repentance. He was sent to the lost sheep of the house of Israel (Matthew 15: 24). 
· Matthew 11: 19 (NLT)
· Luke 15: 1 – 7 NLT (Grace draws sinners).
· (Romans 3: 10 & 23).
· 1 Timothy 1: 15 – 16 (NLT)
· I will have mercy (compassion) and not sacrifice (Micah 6: 6 - 8).

Luke 19: 1-10 (Zacchaeus - means pure or innocent). 
· He was the chief tax collector of the region around Jericho.
· He was rich because he overtaxed his neighbours and countrymen.
· A crowd surrounded Jesus, but he looked up at Zacchaeus. This was a divine appointment. “I must abide (stay or remain) at your house today”. 
· He could have chosen to stay with religious leaders of officials.
· Zacchaeus could have refused because of guilt, shame or condemnation. Instead he obeyed and received Jesus joyfully.
· Highly likely he had few friends outside the Roman establishment who would associate with him, let alone dine with him.
· Jesus encounter with Zacchaeus stirred up the people who judged the tax collector as ‘a sinner’. Their self-righteous hearts blinded them to truth.
· Seeing through natural eyes (understanding) will never reveal the heart of God and weaken your faith (Proverbs 3: 5 – 6).
· An encounter with Jesus will always activate a heart of giving. That’s the DNA of God himself (John 3: 16).
· Joy and giving are always linked. Zacchaeus was making things right according to the Law of Moses (Exodus 22: 1 and 2 Samuel 12: 6).
· Why did Jesus say, “This day is salvation come to this house?”
· Salvation (Soteria) means – save, rescue, safety, deliver or health.
· Zacchaeus acted in faith just like Abraham did (Genesis 15: 6). 
· Note: The rich young ruler (Matthew 19: 16 – 22). He went away sorrowful because he had great possessions. Jesus offered him discipleship, but he chose the master of mammon.  Giving to the poor as Jesus instructed, would have returned to him great joy. 

Without Jesus, the world is still lost.
· Loving the sinner (not the sin) reflects the love, mercy and grace of God.
· The harvest truly is plentiful, but the labourers are few (Matthew 9: 37).
Jesus is the Word of God

John 1:1 & 14
Proverbs 8: 22 – 31 (NLT)
· In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word was God. When God spoke in Genesis 1, the Word was present.
· The Word became flesh to reveal the Father. Jesus did not come to the earth to judge, but to save. The word always reveals and exalts the Father.
· John 10: 27 – 30 “I and my Father are one”. That means God and his word are one. They cannot be separated 
· Matthew 24: 35 – Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away (Psalm 119: 89 –the word is settled in heaven forever).
1 John 1: 1
1 John 5: 7
Revelation 19: 11 - 13

Jesus must be the example of how we apply the word of God in our lives - not man.
· Paul said “Be followers of me, even as I also am of Christ (1 Cor 11: 1).
· Philippians 3: 17 – 21 (NLT).
· John 2: 1 – 5 “Whatsoever he says to you, do it.”
· Love your enemies – Matthew 5: 43 – 45.
· Acknowledge him before men (Matthew 10: 32 – 48 NLT).
· Be moved with compassion (to feel sympathy or pity) - Matthew 14: 14.

The principles for success in this life have not changed:
1. Mediate on the word (Joshua 1: 8 – 9 & Proverbs 4: 20 – 27).
2. Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of God (Rom 10: 17).
3. The word is spirit and it is life (John 6: 63).
4. Be a doer of the word and not a hearer only (James 2: 22 – 25).
5. The word always serves. (Luke 22: 24 – 27 NLT).

We must look to Jesus and Jesus alone. 
· Hebrews 3: 1 (KJV & NLT)
· Consider the Apostle and High Priest over our profession, Jesus Christ (KJV).  Consider means to observe fully, behold, discover or perceive.
· Think carefully about this Jesus who we declare to be God’s messenger and High Priest (NLT). 
 
Hebrews 12: 1 – 3 (To consider Jesus is to consider the Word).
· Looking unto Jesus and no other. Look up and live (Colossians 3: 1- 3).
· To consider attentively.
· Consider him lest you be wearied (sick) and faint (relax) in your minds.
· Listening to the world’s voice will tire you out physically and mentally.
· We are to renew our minds to the Word of God (Romans 12: 2 – 3). 
· Don’t conform to this world but be transformed by changing the way you think through the word of God.
· Remember, we walk by faith and not by sight (2 Corinthians 5: 7).
Alone with Jesus
John 1: 14 - 17
· The law always condemns but grace always covers.  Jesus came to earth full of grace and truth (full means complete).

John 8: 1 - 11 (Woman caught in adultery).
· Must be studies in conjunction with John 7. It began with a group of men wanting to stone a woman. It ended with them wanting to stone Jesus. 
· The religious scribes and Pharisees had already condemned her.
· Leviticus 20: 10 (Law of Moses)
· Deuteronomy 22: 22 (there had to be witnesses).
· They referred to him as “Master” meaning teacher or instructor.
· They asked Jesus a question to tempt him (entice or prove) and to accuse him (to charge with some offence), not to seek his opinion (James 1: 13).
· This is the same Jesus that healed on the sabbath, associated with sinners and challenged the religious elite because of their self-righteousness hypocrisy. They didn’t want his opinion.
· They were relying in the mercy of Jesus to trap him.
· They wanted to accuse Jesus of being a law breaker.  
· The woman was bait, Jesus was the prize catch. This was another attempt by Satan to destroy Jesus’ ministry.
· Like Jesus, we don’t have to respond immediately every time someone levels an accusation against us. Jesus is our defender and example.
· Jesus sought the Father’s will first (John 5: 19 & 30).
· Don’t allow another’s agenda to determine your response.  Listen to the Holy Spirit. He will lead and guide you into all truth (John 16: 13).
· Two competing voices – the loud voice of guilt, shame and condemnation or the still, small voice of grace (Psalm 46: 10 & 1 Kings 19: 11 – 13).
· “He that is without sin among you, let him first cast a stone at her”.  Jesus did not come to destroy the law but to fulfil it (Matthew 5: 17).
Just Jesus
· Jesus was left alone and the woman standing in the midst.  Grace conquered.
· Where are your accusers? (Plural) – Deuteronomy 17: 6 – 7.
· Neither do I condemn you (John 3: 17) – The Father’s will.
· Condemn means – to judge against, to pass sentence or to damn.
· Jesus didn’t come to destroy men’s lives but to save them (Luke 9: 56).
· Jesus didn’t overturn the law, he re-established righteousness on the basis of grace. 
· The law demanded execution.
· Grace supplied mercy and deliverance.
· Only where there is no condemnation can you – “sin no more”.
· Holiness is built on the experience of grace, not the fear of the law.
· We are not born again ‘holy’, we are born again ‘righteous’.
Transfiguration
· Mark 9: 2 - 8 (Jesus only = grace alone).
· Luke 9: 35 – 36. This is my beloved son, hear him.
· Jesus and Jesus alone.  Without him we can do nothing (John 15: 5).
Jesus is “I AM” 

John 8: 54 – 58 
Exodus 3 – 10 - t15
John 18: 1 - 6
Revelation 1: 8, 17 & 18

The literal translation of the God’s name (I AM THAT I AM) is YAHWEH
· Four consonants, no vowels – Tetragrammaton (YHVH).
· (Yod Heh Vav Heh) – Jesus (Yashua – Yahweh is Salvation or Yahweh Saves – Also referred to as Jehovah – self existent or eternal).
· Psalm 14: 1- The fool has said in his heart, there is no God.
· Vowels later introduced in 2nd century BC by Jewish leaders.
· Because it was considered blasphemous to utter the name of God, it was only written and never spoken.
· Some just spoke the word “Hashem” meaning – “The name”.
· When referring to deity, the power was in the Name (Acts 4: 7 & 18). 
· YAHWEH was replaced by the Jews with ELOHIM (God) or ADONI meaning Lord. It is a title not a name. “God” is a noun. 
· Only on the feast of Yom Kippur (Feast of Atonement) would the High Priest speak that name aloud alone in the Holy of Holies.
· It was written in the law that you shall not take the Lord’s name in vain (desolation, evil, emptiness, falsehood, lying or worthlessness). Exodus 20: 7.
· God exists before he does anything. Before he loves, he is love.
· 1 John 4: 8
· The key to faith is not what you do, but who you are, then who you are guides what you do. Romans 8: 9 – “Now if any man has not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of him”). 
· You don’t do good to become good. You become good through God’s righteous nature and then you do good. We have been made righteous.
· ‘Be’ first, then do. We live in victory because God is victorious.
· John 16: 33 (Jesus has overcome the world).
· 2 Corinthians 2: 14 (triumph – to conquer or give victory).
· 1 John 5: 4 – 5 (believers are already overcomers).
· Be still and know that I AM God (Psalm 46: 10).
· God is simple not complicated. Love is simple, hate is complicated.
· Truth is simple and deep.
· Paul determined to preach nothing else but messiah and him crucified.  God through Jesus is the most basic thing that we need.
· In him we live and breathe and have our being or exist (Acts 17: 28).
· He upholds all things by the word of his power (Col: 1: 17 & Heb 1: 3).
· David said, “against you only have I sinned” (Psalm 51: 4). Everything we do is either for God or against him (Luke 11: 23).
· If we judge others, we’ve judged what God created in his image / likeness.
· I AM is existence. God requires nothing else to exist. He loves because he is love.  We love because he loved first.
· John 8: 58 – Jesus could have said, before Abraham was, “I was”.  That would have been awesome enough and true. In the beginning was the Word (but you can’t mix past and future tense). 
· Revelation 1: 8 & 17 – 18.
· God can never be relegated to the past. He is the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob (Exodus 3: 15).
· What matters is God now.  It doesn’t matter what you did in your past or even what you did yesterday.
· We need to know him now, we can’t just be on auto pilot with God. Faith comes by hearing, not having heard.
· We must seek him every day, now, even this day as much as any day as if we just came to faith in Jesus. 
· Paul didn’t focus on the past.  He wanted to know him and the power of his resurrection (Philippians 3: 7 – 9).
· Philippians 3: 13 – 14.
· Galatians 2: 20 – 21 (the just shall live by faith - Galatians 3: 11).
· If you live a perfect life and then fall away from God, it means nothing. But if you mess up your whole life and then turn to God, it means everything.
· Hebrews 10: 38 – 39 (NLT)
· Luke 23: 39 - 43 - compare with the thief on the cross.
· One dies in sin, one died to sin and one died for sin.
· Proverbs 9: 10 & 1: 27 – the fear of the Lord is a choice.
· Walking away from God is a choice.
· Matthew 24: 10 – 13 NLT. Deception is the pathway to that choice.
· I am a child of I AM. I am a little I AM.
· Whenever you say who you are…. Example - I am Paul, I first have to say his name.
· Don’t be like Moses and say “Who am I”? (note: Exodus 3: 11 -15).
· Your identity is in Jesus, not this world or its godless system.
· It’s his name then it’s my name.  We are in Christ and one with the Father.
· I am going shopping, He’s going with you.
· I AM is with you even when you are going through troubles or trials (I AM is grace himself and that was sufficient for Paul).
· 2 Corinthians 12: 9 – 10 (for when I am weak, then am I strong). 
· All that we have comes from Him.  We only exist because of Him.
· We would not be if it wasn’t for him.  Without me (I AM) you can do nothing (John 15: 5).
· With Jesus, there are limits other than the ones we place on ourselves.
· Our identity starts with his identity.
· 2 Corinthians 5: 17 – “If any man be in Christ he is a new creation. Old things have passed away, behold all things have become new.”
· We were created in the image of I AM.
· Redeemed by the blood of I AM
· Healed by the stripes of I AM.
· Filled with the Spirit of I AM.
· Yashua – Yahweh is salvation (or saves). Jesus joined himself to our sins that we could be joined to the great I AM. That was the crucifixion.
· The cross was I AM in the image of a sinner. No place for man, Just Jesus.
· We are so connected to him yet we try to do so much separated from him. 
· It’s not you and Him, but you living in him and him in you.
· We live in his identity. 
· Faith is about being connected to the great I AM.
· Jesus died for all men, but for me particularly. It’s so personal.  He has joined me to him.  He took our judgement so that we could be joined to him in victory.
· He is not bound by sin anymore because he is risen.  Neither are we bound by sin because we are risen with him and seated in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.
· Jesus said, I have overcome the world, we can say I have overcome the world.
· At your most broken and shameful, you are still one with him. Righteous.
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