14 November 2021
Fully Persuaded 

Romans 4: 14 – 21 (KJV & NLT)

Fully persuaded means - complete assurance, most surely believe, fully know or make full proof of.
· Abram was not weak in faith but fully convinced.James 2: 23
Abraham was called the Friend of God.
The shepherd is called to lead and feed.

· God’s Word in effect declared him ‘the father of faith”.
· He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief (to separate, hesitate, oppose, doubt, waver or withdrawn from).
· According to that which was spoken (Genesis 15: 1 - 6).I John 3: 20- 22 (NLT)
Heart assurance. Feeling have no place in the walk of faith. 

· Hebrews 10: 38 – 39.  We don’t draw back (cower or shrink).
· James 1:  5 – 8 (wavering has the same meaning as ‘staggered’).
· Abram was fully persuaded. He believed God and it was accounted to his for righteousness. It made him right with God.
· Abram was not rewarded through any action on his part, he simply believed what God had said. Christianity is right believing, not religion.
· Genesis 17: 1 – 8 (God made a covenant with Abraham).Abraham:
75 yrs. when he left his homeland,
about 85 yrs. when he received God’s promise and 99 yrs. when his name was changed.

· As far as God was concerned, it was a done deal “As for me”.I’m Abraham, the father of many nations.

· The name change was necessary to bring the promise to pass.  Abraham now called things that be not as though they were.
· Genesis 17 – 21 was a one-year time span.

Hebrews 11: 8 – 19 (NLT)
Galatians 3: 6 – 14 (NLT)
· Provides a record of Abraham’s faith. Clearly his faith pleased God.

Attributes of God that would cause us to trust Him

God is love
· 1 John 4: 8 – 9 & 16 (God is Love).
· John 3: 16 – For God so loved the world that he gave. Jesus was a love gift to the world.  The Holy Spirit is a love gift to the church. The world cannot receive the Spirit of truth (John 14: 16 - 17).
· Romans 5: 8 – God showed his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 
· John 13: 34 – 35 (A new commandment I given unto you, that you love one another, as I have loved you).
· Revelation 4: 11 – God created all things for his pleasure (purpose or desire). That included mankind.
Titus 2: 11 – 12
For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared unto all men. Teaching us that denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world.


God is full of grace 
· John 1: 14 - 17
· Ephesians 2: 8 – 9 (saved by grace through faith).
· Acts 20: 22 – 24 (The gospel of the grace of God).
· Romans 5: 17 – 21 NLT (Grace did much more abound).
· 2 Corinthians 12: 9 – My grace is sufficient for you.
His word is eternal and true John 12: 49 – 50 (NLT)
God guides what we say and how we say it.
John 5: 19
Jesus did only what he saw the Father do.

· Psalm 119: 89 
· Matthew 24: 34 - 35.2 Peter 3: 15 – 18 (NLT)
Paul’s letters were Scripture (Document or Holy Writ).

· 1 Peter 1: 23 – 25 (But the word of the Lord endures forever).
· 1 Kings 8: 56 – (There has not failed one of all his good promises).
· John 5: 39 – 47 – (The writings of Moses were scripture and truth). 
· John 14: 1- 6 (If it were not so, I would have told you).
· John 17: 14 – 17 (Jesus gave his disciples God’s word because it is truth.
· John 8: 31 – 36 (Only the truth of God’s word can set us free).
· Proverbs 30: 5 – 6 (NLT “proves true”).

God never changes 
· Malachi 3: 6
· Hebrews 13: 7 - 8 (Jesus Christ the same yesterday, today and forever).
· Follow their faith but take note of their manner of life (fruit).
· Fully persuaded/ established. Not wavering and tossed about, but founded on the ‘rock’ of revelation knowledge – the Word of God.
· John 8: 58 - Before Abraham was, I AM (Exodus 3: 13 – 14).
· Revelation 1: 8 - Alpha and Omega, the beginning and then end. God operates in past, present and future tense all at the same time.
· James 1: 17 (NLT - He never changes or cast a shifting shadow).
· Romans 11: 29 (NLT) – (His gifts and his call can never be withdrawn).
· Galatians 1: 15 (Paul was called at birth).
· Jeremiah 1: 5 (God is pro-life and has a calling for everyone).
· Luke 1: 15 (John was filled with the Holy Spirit in the womb).
· Micah 5: 2 (Out of Bethlehem shall come forth the ruler of Israel).

God cannot Lie
· Numbers 23:19 – 20
· God cannot lie or deceive. Compare this against the nature of Satan (John 8: 44).
· God said to Balaam – “Don’t go”.  That was it.Deut 23: 3 – 4.
Balaam was not an Israelite. 

· Balaam was a profit for hire. He loved the wages of unrighteousness 2 Peter 2: 15 & Jude 11 (spirit of mammon).
· Revelation 2: 14 – “The doctrine of Balaam” specifically idolatry and sexual immorality. 
· You cannot curse what God has blessed. We have been redeemed from the curse of the law.Psalm 14: 1 & 10: 4
The fool has said in his heart, there is no God.

· Titus 1: 1 – 2.
· 2 Timothy 2: 11 - 13 – God cannot deny himself.
· Hebrews 6: 13 - 19 (NLT) – It is impossible for God to lie.
· 2 Corinthians 1: 18 - 20 (NLT) – The promises of God are yes and amen.

God Is faithful
· Psalm 119: 90 (His faithfulness is from generation to generation).Faithful
Means trustworthy 

· 1 Thessalonians 5: 23 – 24.
· Hebrews 10: 23 – For he who promised is faithful.
· 1 John 1: 7 – 10 (He is faithful and just to forgive us of our sins).
· 1 Corinthians 10: 13 - He will not allow us to be tempted above that which we are able. He will make a way to escape so that we may be able bear it.
· Hebrews 10: 23

God is merciful 
· His mercy endures forever - Psalm 136.Mercy – Hebrew word “Hesed” 
-Kindness
-Favour
-Goodness
-Faithfulness
-Pity



· Lamentations 3: 22 – 23 (His mercies are new every morning).
· Luke 6: 35 – 36 (Be merciful as your Father in heaven is merciful).
· Hebrews 8: 12 (I will be merciful to their unrighteousness).
· 2 Peter 3: 8 - 9 – The Lord is patient, not wanting any to perish.
· Ephesians 2: 4 – 5 (God, who is rich [abounding] in mercy).
· Luke 15: 18 – 24
· The son was bound in guilt and shame and was willing to perform as a servant.
· Father had compassion and ran and well on his neck and kissed him.
· He was robed (righteousness) and given a ring (his identity back).
· Dead son was alive, lost one was found.
· Jesus came to seek and to save the lost (Luke 19: 10).

God keeps covenant
· Operates by covenant.  He tells us what He will do first.  He then invites us to enter in to that agreement (Psalm 89: 34).Luke 22: 20
This cup is the new testament in my blood which is shed for you.


· Everlasting covenant (Hebrews 13: 20 – 21).
· The new covenant was sealed in the blood of Jesus.
· This covenant was struck between God the Father and God the Son. It cannot fail and it will never end. It is eternal.
· Hebrews 7: 27 & Hebrews 10: 10 – 14 (NLT).
· One sacrifice for all men, for all sin, for all time.
· The old covenant 
· Old covenant was performance based (the law). It was never intended to make man right with God, but to reveal how sinful they were (Romans 5: 18 – 21 NLT).The sacrifice of Jesus was God’s gift of grace to mankind.  
Because of Jesus we are free from the bondage of sin and death.

· New covenant is based on God’s gift of grace to man. The promise of eternal life cannot be earned and can never be claimed as a reward (Ephesians 2: 8 – 9). 
· A better covenant with better promises (Hebrews 8: 6 – 10 NLT).

What can hinder being “fully persuaded” (Stagger at the promises of God)
· Reasoning.
· Cares and worries (fear).
· Doubting God’s word.
· Unworthiness (guilt, shame and condemnation)
· Doctrines or teaching of men. 

Reasoning
2 Corinthians 10: 3 - 5
· Imaginations means – reasoning or thoughts.- Casting down means demolish or destroy.
- Wrong thinking must be arrested or taken captive.
- Reasoning exalts itself against the knowledge of God.

Moses
Exodus 2, 3 & 4 (Acts 7: 22 – 25 NLT)
· Moses protested to God Not us but the one in us.
“Certainly, I will be with you”.

· Identity crisis.  No idea of his authority (Exodus 3: 10 - 11)
· Moses past was limiting his future (Exodus 4: 1).
· Moses was looking at his limited ability not God’s unlimited ability (Exodus 4: 10 & 13).
· Send someone else (Exodus 4: 13).
· He wasn’t going alone but also had support from his brother Aaron. 
· Moses overcame by faith (Hebrews 11: 23 – 27 NLT).
· 2 Corinthians 5: 17
· Galatians 2:20
· Philippians 3: 13 – 14
· Luke 5: 8 – 10 – depart from me Lord I am a sinful man.  Jesus response was – “fear not”.  Peter’s sinful past did not disqualify him, nor will yours. It has been nailed to the cross.

Jeremiah 
Jeremiah 1: 5 - 8
When Jeremiah was called of God, he protested in a similar manner.
· Do we feel too young or inadequate?
· Timothy was encouraged by Paul to ‘stir up the gift of God within him’ and to let no man despise his youth (1 Timothy 4: 12 & 2 Timothy 1:6)
· My grace is sufficient for you.
· Feed the multitudes, He told His disciples – “Bring what you have to me”.

Never change the Word of God to fit your lifestyle.  Instead, renew your mind and change your lifestyle to fit the Word.
Cares
Anxiety or distraction

Cares and worry (fear)
Mark 4: 19 
· Choke the word and it becomes unfruitful (choke means to strangle completely, to drown or to crowd).
· We must keep (guard) our heart with all diligence (Proverbs 4: 23).

Philippians 4: 6 – 8
· Don’t be anxious
· Pray and give thanks
· Worry shall be replaced with the peace of God
· To keep your hearts and minds (keep - to garrison or guard, a watchman who protects).

1 Peter 5: 5 – 7 Cast your cares (cast means to throw upon)
· With humility comes grace.
· Humility is giving your cares and worries to God and allowing him to sort things out for us.
· A prideful heart will not cast the care.
· We give it to God because he cares for us (he is interested in us).
Matthew 6: 25 – 34 (NLT)
· Why take the thought saying?
· v27 – worry is not healthy. Does you no physical good.
· Consider the lilies of the field - neither toil or spin 
· Consider - means to learn thoroughly or note carefully
· Toil - means to work hard, to labour or to be wearied.
· Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness (Jesus) and all these things shall be added unto you.

Martha – Luke 10: 38 – 42Mary was resting in grace.

· Martha was careful (anxious or take thought) and troubled (disturbed) about many things.
· Mary chose that good part – To sit at Jesus feet and hear his word.

Doubting God’s Word
Why do we at times struggle with believing God’s word?

· Personal experience
· Your idea of God’s timing.
· Not recognising periods of growth and training.
· Ignorance or a lack of understanding of God’s word
· If it be His will?Miracles alone don’t change a heart. Only belief in God’s word.

· This may be intended to teach me something.
· It was written by men, so how can it be trusted (Jesus did) – John 5: 46 – 47. If you don’t believe the writing of Moses, you won’t believe me (Luke 16: 29 – 31).
· Having a zeal for God without revelation of truth (Romans 10: 1-2).
· Israel wouldn’t believe his word or his love for them
· Psalm 106: 21 - 24
· Deuteronomy 1: 26 (because the Lord hates us…)
· Hebrews 3: 17 – 4: 2
· Opinions of others
· Living by sight and not by faith (Mark 5: 38 – 40). They mocked and laughed at Jesus when He did not follow their ‘world view’. 
· Double mindedness
· James 1: 5 – 8
· A double minded man staggers (hesitate, oppose, doubt, waver).
· Not studying the word (due diligence)
· 2 Timothy 2: 15 (rightly dividing the word of truth).
Compare with Mary in Luke 1: 26 - 37.
“Be it unto me according to your word.”
A fulfilment of prophesy – Isaiah 7: 14

Zechariah (Luke 1: 5 – 20)
· Idle words can impact God’s plan in the earth.
· Zechariah looked at natural circumstances and that of his wife (v18).
· How shall I know this (NLT – How can I be sure this will happen?)
· He wanted a sign. He wanted more than a promise.
· His mouth was shut because he did not believe the word from God.
· The angel was sent to bring good news and it wasn’t believed.
· Our words can fulfil or abort the plans of God for our lives.

Unworthiness (guilt, shame or condemnation)Condemnation means – adverse sentence.

We should be righteous conscious, not sin conscious.
Unworthiness stops us coming boldly to His throne of grace.

Romans 8: 1 – 4 (KJV & NLT)
· Flesh will always condemn.
· Galatians 5: 14 – 18 (love and spirit are connected).
· Failing to walk in love gives Satan legal right of access. It’s his master key. Remember, he roams around seeking whom he may devour (drown).

Hebrews 10: 1 - 3 (NLT)
· Sacrifices under the law always kept people feeling guilty / sin conscious.
· Grace removed the guilt. We are worthy because Jesus is worthy.

Matthew 8: 8
· The Roman Centurion saw himself as unworthy, but his faith overcame.
· He believed God’s word over his own feelings.
· The prodigal saw himself the same way – unworthy to call ‘son’.
Jesus response was an expression of God’s grace – what was to come. The law condemns, but grace covers.

John 8: 10 - 11
· Neither do I condemn you. Go and sin no more.

Religious traditions / doctrines & teachings of men	

Religious traditions of menNo effect
To invalidate. Render void or deprive or force and authority.

· Matthew 15: 1 – 6. (NLT) They make the word of God of no effect.
· Ephesians 4: 14 – 15 (Don’t be tossed around with every wind of doctrine). Stay anchored in the truth.
· Colossians 2: 6 - 8 (Don’t be spoiled [seduced] by traditions of men). Teaching builds faith.
· Spiritual principles (elements) of this world order must be rejected.John the Baptist was not “a reed shaken with the wind”.
(Matthew 11: 7)

· Hebrews 13: 9 (Keep your heart established with grace).
· Embracing doctrines of men always ends in compromise.
· 1 Corinthians 2: 1 – 10 (our faith must not stand in the wisdom of men, but the power of God – the Gospel).
Many in the world today are established in fear, sickness, poverty and weakness. The human standard is the sense ruled mind, not the spirit. A Word ruled mind is never prepared to fail. If God is for me…….

The Established Heart 

Psalm 112: 1 – 8The word is a lamp to my feet and a light to our path.
Psalm 119: 105
The entrance of his word gives light.
Psalm 119: 130

· His seed shall be mighty upon the earth (powerful).
· Seek first the kingdom - wealth and riches shall follow.
· The light of his glory, his presence, his word arises in the darkness.John 15: 5
[bookmark: _GoBack]Jesus is the vine, we are the branches. Without him we can do nothing.


· He shall not be moved – waver, shaken or fall.
· His heart is Fixed means – To be firm or stable. 
· Established means – To lean upon or take hold of. To stand fast.  A righteous man puts his trust in the Lord.
· Psalm 118: 8 (our trust is in the Lord, not man).
· A righteous man who trusts in the Lord has no fear of bad news.
· Psalm 91: 1 – 3 (I will say of the Lord).
Proverbs 4: 20 – 24
· To keep your heart means to guard it (to protect or keep a watch)
· Diligence – like a prison officer.  
· Issues of life (NLT – For it determines the course of your life).

Joshua 1: 5 - 9
· Meditate on God’s word day and night.
· Do what it says (James 1: 19 – 25 NLT).
· Prosperity and success will follow.
· Daily read and daily speak.

James 1: 5 – 8
· We must be single minded concerning the things of God. If we waver, we stagger. 
· A double minded man is unstable (restless) in all his ways.
· 2 Corinthians 4: 17 – 18 (looking not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are un seen).

Romans 10: 17
So then, faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.
· Hearing has the same meaning as – fame, report, rumour and ear.
· Observing signs and miracles won’t of themselves produce faith.  They will produce wonder and amazement (Luke 5: 17 & 26, Acts 3: 10).
· Signs and wonders follow the preached word (Mark 16: 20).
· Trials and tribulation don’t produce faith; however, they will produce patience as we stand on the promises of God.
· Faith resides in the recreated human spirit (heart) and is fed by the Word of God. Jesus said, “my words are spirit and they are life” (John 6: 63).
· We have been given “The measure of faith” (Romans 12: 2 - 3). 
· Are you running on empty? (no faith in the tank).

Faith connects us to the grace of God. That is where the enabling power of God resides. That’s why His grace is sufficient for us in any situation.

There has to be a ‘connection’ or ‘uniting’ before there can be a flow.

Are you believing what you are hearing, and acting on that truth?

The established heart is a Word ruled heart. It is full persuaded that what God has promised, he is able also to perform.

Are you fully persuaded? 
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