2022The world is filled with lost sheep who don’t realise they are separated from God because of sin.

Just one more, Lord

Luke 15: 1 – 10 (Grace always draws people to God). 
Matthew 9: 9 – 13 (Separation from God is “spiritual sickness”).
· Genesis 2: 17 (spiritual death). 
· Romans 5: 12 – By one man sin entered into the world and death by sin.Jesus only spoke the words of his Father.
Parable 
A comparing or comparison of one thing with another.
Example: An earthly story with a heavenly meaning.  

· They came to Jesus because he taught with authority, not like the Scribes and Pharisees (Matthew 7: 29 and Mark 1: 22 – wisdom of God).
· The remaining sheep may feel neglected or even abandoned, being left.
· Lost means to destroy fully, lose or perish (2 Corinthians 4: 3 - 4).
· It has the same meaning as ‘destroy’ in John 10: 10. Prodigal means wasteful extravagance 

· The spirit of the world has a strong pull.
· Wolves await those who stray.
· The parable of the lost son was a further illustration (Luke 15: 11 - 32).
· When we join ourselves to the world we are outside the blessing.Join means to glue or keep company. 

· The son now became a slave. We are always slaves to the world, but we are sons and daughters in the kingdom.Israel was a slave to Egypt being a type of the world.

· 2 Corinthians 6: 14 – 18 (God said we are his temple).
· The father saw him a great way off and had compassion. He ran, fell on his neck and kissed him (grace response).
John 3: 17 – For God sent not his son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved.

The Fathers will

Matthew 18: 10 - 14
· Seek the one that is lost.  
· Angels in heaven rejoice over one sinner that repents (Hebrews 1: 14).
· Not the will of the Father that any should perish (to destroy fully).

Mark 1: 35 – 39 
· Let us go into the next towns that I may preach there also. Jesus was always seeking the lost.
· Jesus was not sent to establish a religion. He was sent to reveal the Fathers love to the lost. He did that by teaching, preaching and healing.
· Luke 4: 43 – Jesus went into other cities to preach the kingdom of God also. That is why he was sent. Christianity is not exclusive.

1 Timothy 2: 1 – 6 KJV & NLT (Romans 13: 1)God can work in and through ungodly leaders. Our part is to intercede for them. Judgement is reserved for God alone.
Daniel 4: 30-37
Nebuchadnezzar
-Judgement
-Humility
-Restoration.

· Supplication is a petition or request. This is pleasing to God.
· Who will have all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.
· The truth you know is the truth that sets you free (John 8: 32).
· God’s will alone won’t save. Man must choose life.
· God in his sovereignty has given mankind free choice.
· Jesus never chased the rich young ruler or the disciples who walked away from him in John 6: 66. 
· If we draw near to God, he will draw near to us.
· Those who call upon the name of the Lord will be saved.
· If we seek him with all our heart we will find him (Jeremiah 29: 13).
2 Timothy 1: 7 – 9Romans 2: 4
The goodness and kindness of God leads us to repentance, not his severity and judgement.

Titus 2: 11 – 15 (KJV & NLT)
· The gospel of God’s grace will teach us.
· Teaching means - instruct, discipline or learn (training up a child).
· Denying means – refusing or rejecting

2 Peter 3: 9
· The Lord is not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to resentence.  How we see ourselves determines our response to God and his plan for our lives. In other words, if he says that you are free, you are free indeed.


Hostages or rescuers

Colossians 1: 12 – 14Powers means authority or jurisdiction.

· God has delivered us. The work is finished.
· Delivered means – Rescued
· Translated means – To transfer. A change of situation or place.

Galatians 1: 4Our part is to breach the stronghold and rescue hostages.

· We are delivered from this present evil world (age).Hostages and rescuers are different in every respect.

Those that are rescued can become rescuers.

· The world is a stronghold to those still in darkness.

Hostages - Prisoners, chained, hopeless, despair, broken & resignation. They can’t rescue themselves or others. 

Rescuers – Free, equipped, trained, focused & determined. They are fearless fighters, unmoved by obstacles or mountains.  They get the job done at all cost.  They know the rules of engagement and overcome strongholds.1 Timothy 2: 5 – 6
Mark 10: 45
Jesus gave himself as a ransom.


Some that have been rescued belief that they are hostages again.

Numbers 13 & 14
Ten said NO and two said GO. The leaders melted the hearts of the people of Israel.
· Do you see yourself as a grasshopper coming against giants?

What makes us rescuers?

John 8: 31 – 361 Timothy 1: 7
For God has not given us the spirit of fear; but of power and of love and of a sound mind.

We are free because the Son has made us free.

Romans 8: 15 – 17
We have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear.

Hebrews 10: 1 – 3
We no longer have a sin consciousness which kept us in bondage.

Hebrews 2: 14 – 15
We have been delivered from the fear of death (the law was bondage to all who tried to keep it). Only Jesus could fulfil the requirements of the law, and he did.
· Romans 5: 20 – 21 (NLT). The law was used to diagnosis.
· Romans 6: 14 – 18 (NLT). Free from the slavery of sin and rescuers for righteousness.
· Romans 8: 1 – 3 (NLT) 

We are here to change the world, not the world changing us. The unfolding events of this world have no bearing on the assignment of the Church (rescuer).

Jesus was our ransom, surety and guarantee. We have his assurance that all the great and precious promises of the new covenant will be backed by heaven.

When conditions in the world get worse, we need to be ready to help and show the way to freedom. That is why we are here. 

The spirit of the word controls those in need of rescuing.
· 1 Corinthians 2: 12 – 14
· 1 John 4: 1 - 6

We must be redeemed before we can rescue. 

Redemption benefits
· Eternal Life (John 3: 16)
· Forgiveness of sins (Ephesians 1:7)
· A right relationship with God (Romans 5: 17)
· The Holy Spirit to live within (1 Corinthians 6: 19-20)
· New creations in Christ Jesus (2 Corinthians 5:17)
· Jesus took our sins and we were given His righteousness (2 Cor 5: 21)
· Adoption into God’s family (Galatians 4:5 & Titus 2: 13-14)
We speak what we believe. That is the way of faith. A mountain can only move when it is spoken to.

How will they hear unless a preacher is sent
Romans 10: 8 – 15Saved (Sozo)
Deliver, protect, heal, preserve, save, keep safe, do well, be or make whole.

· Whoever ‘believes’ shall not be ashamed (dishonour).
· They key is right believing not religious performing.
· No difference between Jew and gentile. Salvation is for all men.
· The Lord is rich unto to all that call upon him (gives generously).
· We have redemption according to the riches of his grace (Eph 1: 7).
· Send 		Preach		   Hear	                Believe                 Call.Acts 9: 5 - 6
Saul cried out “Who are you, Lord & “What will you have me to do”


· People must hear something before they can believe.
· The gospel of peace is good news.
· We are his ambassadors. God is making his appeal through us, “Come back to God” (2 Corinthians 5: 20 NLT). 
· To ‘call’ means to invoke or appeal.
· Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of God. Faith begins where the will of God is known.Luke 23: 40-43
Lord, remember me when you come into your kingdom.


· The woman with the Issue of blood heard of Jesus and put faith to work.
· Blind Bartimaeus cried out, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me”.
· A leper came to Jesus begging him, “Lord, if you are will, you can make me clean”. Jesus moved with compassion responded, “I will, be clean”.
Mark 16: 15 – 20Matthew 24: 14
And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations.

Matthew 28: 18 - 20
· The world is the battlefield.
· Jude 22 – 24 NLT (medics in the field under fire).
· Church is the hospital where recovery occurs. They are discipled, trained and equipped spiritually to now ‘go out’ as rescuers. 
· Clash of two kingdoms (light and darkness).
· There will never be rest while the god of this world (Satan) is roaming about with his deceiving cohort.
· John 16: 33 – In the world you shall have tribulation (pressure, burdens, anguish, persecutions, troubles). But be of good cheer, for we are overcomers.
· How do you avoid ‘battle fatigue’ – 2 Timothy 2: 1 – 4.
· Endure hardness means to undergo hardship, suffer troubles or ‘affliction’ (meaning pressure and tribulation not sickness).
· Don’t entangle yourself with the affairs of this life.Entangle means
entwine or involve with.

· Don’t make their world your world. We are seed sowers, not soul savers. Only God gives the increase. 
· To remain effective as rescuers, we must be Spirit led.
Lost sheep need someone to guide them in the way. Jesus ‘is the way’. He is the ‘door’ to the Father and salvation.  Lost means destroy or perish.

Deployed into a war zone

Matthew 10: 1 – 8Authority has been delegated to the church, not a religious system.
That’s the Kingdom of God in operation.


· Power means – privilege, authority, jurisdiction, freedom or influence.
· Unclean spirits (impure).
· We are being sent into a war zone under enemy fire.
· Go into all the word – against the ‘god of this world’ (2 Cor 4: 4).
· Ephesians 6: 10 – 17 (keep your battle armour on at all times).
· Acts 1: 8 – Witnesses, sharing good news of what we have seen and heard. The word “Witness” in Greek means Martyr. 
· Goal is to reveal the Kingdom of God, taking the spiritual high ground.
· Heal the sick, cleanse the leper, raise the dead and cast our devils, because that doesn’t represent the Father’s kingdom but Satan’s.

Luke 10: 1 – 3Pray to the Lord of the Harvest that he will send labourers into his harvest.

Labourer means a toiler or figuratively “a teacher”.

Labourers are rescuers who guide the sheep which have no shepherd.




· Appointed another seventy (to exhibit or show).
· Harvest is great, but the labourers are few.
· Matthew 9: 35 – 38 (the fields are white for harvest).
· Lambs among wolves – applied figuratively to cruel, greedy and destructive men.  
· Paul warned about ‘grievous wolves’ entering in once he had departed, not sparing the flock (Acts 20: 29).  You will know them by their fruit.
· Look at the results in Luke 10: 17 – 20. 
· The name of Jesus is where the power and authority reside.
· Mark 16: 17 – 18Mark 16: 17 – 18
And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name they shall cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing it shall not hurt them; They shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.  

· Acts 3: 16
· Acts 4: 12
· John 16: 23 – 24
Every soul is precious to GodTo be a disciple of Jesus you must hate everyone else by comparison – In the sense of indifference or relative disregard for them in comparison to your attitude toward God.


Luke 14: 12 - 27 (NLT)He believed that only Jews would be a part of that kingdom. The parable Jesus tells was aimed at debunking that notion.

· Invite the ones that need rescuing.
· The statement that prompted the parable in verse 15 is key.
· The invited guests began making excuses to justify their absence. There was no sincerity. The Jews rejected their Messiah.
· They would never taste of the banquet. God respected their choice.
· Luke 19: 40 – 44 NLT (did not know the time of their visitation).
· The offer of salvation would be extended to the Gentiles and the ends of the earth.2 Peter 3: 9
God is not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.

· Invite the poor, cripple, the blind and lame.Excuse means: 
Decline, shun, avoid, refuse or reject.

· Considered unclean and under God’s curse. 
· John 9: 1 - 2 & 34.
· Matthew 9: 10 – 13.
· Many today are burdened with feelings of unworthiness, guilt, shame & condemnation because of their past or circumstances. We can rescue them from bondage by sharing the truth of God’s word.
· Jesus is showing that the Jews won’t be the only quests invited.
· Go into the highways and byways – go far and wide (all the world).
· Compel or urge means – To necessitate or constrain.
· God is more willing to save sinners than sinners are to be saved.

God cares 

1 Peter 5: 5 – 10
· Cast all your care upon him, not people. Why? Because he cares for us.
· Care means anxiety (through the idea of distraction).
· Cares for you – to be of interest to or to care about. Love always cares.Submission – means subordinate, obey or be subject to.  It was a Greek military term meaning to arrange in a military fashion under the command of a leader.

· Resist steadfast in the faith (James 4: 5 – 8)
· Submission to God is expressed in humility. Only from that place of humility do we resist the devil and he will flee from you.
· In a non-military use, submission was a voluntary attitude of giving in, cooperating, assuming responsibility, and carrying a burden.  

Mark 4: 35 – 41
· Faith always rests.  It is a servant. Once you put faith to work, rest.
· Don’t you care that we perish? Words matter.
· Fear will always contaminate your faith.
· They didn’t have faith in his words “Let us pass over unto the other side”.

Jesus came to seek and to save the lost (God sent a preacher)

Jesus ministers to Zacchaeus (Luke 19: 1 – 10).Rich, but lonely. He was hated by most. 
What had Zacchaeus heard about Jesus? 

· Jesus is passing through Jericho on his way to Jerusalem and destiny.
· He was the chief (principle) tax collector and rich because of it.
· That term is not used anywhere else in scripture. He was a senior figure.
· Men like him were hated by the Jews because they collaborated with the Romans and extracted more taxes from them then required (tax farming).
· He sought to see Jesus and was willing to climb a tree like a little boy.Matthew 18: 3 (NLT) - Then he said, I tell you the truth, unless you turn from your sins and become like little children, you never get into the kingdom of heaven.

· Zacchaeus stood out to Jesus, even in the press (multitude or throng).John 10: 3
The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.
How far are we willing to go to see Jesus.

· Jesus called him by name – meaning I know you.
· Today I must abide at your house. That was clearly his Fathers will.
· Jesus loved the outcasts who were despised and hated.
· Jesus went on invitation. He must be received first before a relationship. 
· Jesus was received joyfully (cheerful, rejoice, be glad or calmly happy).
· He’s gone to be guest with a man that is a sinner. We were all sinners once. By grace are we saved.
· We must never allow our opinions of others to get in the way of God’s plan and will for people.The enemy seeks whom he may devour – drown or swallow up.
Lost means:
To destroy fully, to perish or lose. 
Remember
John 10: 10

· An encounter with Jesus will always activate a giving heart.
· That’s precisely why Jesus came - to seek and to save that which was lost.
· An encounter with Jesus is life changing. Old things are passed away, behold all things have become new (2 Corinthians 5: 17).

Jesus heals a woman who had been crippled for 18 years (Luke 13: 10 – 17).
· The location of this healing is not identified and only recorded in the Gospel of Luke.
· He was teaching in one of the Synagogues on the sabbath day. 
· So, what do we know about the woman:
· She is an Israelite, a daughter of Abraham, in covenant with God.
· Incapacitated for eighteen years and had a spirit of infirmity (‘had’ means possess and ‘Infirmity’ means feebleness of mind or body, weakness, disease or sickness. NLT says ‘crippled by an evil spirit’).
· Her movement was severely restricted. She could not lift herself up. That is not quality of life promised by Jesus in John 10:10.
· Being in the Synagogue, it appears that she had not rejected her God.  
· She did not seek Jesus out (customary for women to be quiet in a synagogue).
· Jesus saw her and called her over (compassion himself).
· Matthew 4: 23 – 25 (Jesus went about preaching, teaching and healing).
· Matthew 8: 16 – 17 (Jesus healed all that were sick)
· Luke 4: 14 – 19 (Jesus was anointed – so are we).
· Acts 10: 34 – 38 (Healing is good because God is good).
· Jesus spoke words first (He called things which be not as though they were (Romans 4: 17). This is key to receiving by faith (Mark 11: 23 – 24).
· Hebrews 11: 1 – 3. Faith requires belief in the unseen. It is ‘evidence’. This natural realm was formed by the unseen realm, not from nothing.
· He then laid hands on her and immediately she was made straight (Mark 16: 18).
· Her response was to glorify God (to honour or magnify).
· God was not glorified in her infirmity (18 years of it). Sickness is a curse.
· The ruler answered with indignation (much displeasure). It showed him up and all the self-righteous Jews. The issue was the fact that he healed on the sabbath. The law is bondage. It can never set us free.
· Six days to work (18 years x 6 days = 5616 days).  A miracle healing is supernatural, not natural.   It was available to them, so what was their excuse (Exodus 15: 26)? 
· The law blinds us to truth. The law is a veil which must be lifted.
· Jesus challenged their hypocrisy (an actor under an assumed character, a stage-player, a pretender).
· If the animals are not watered, they will perish. How much more important is human life and freedom. Every baby in the womb is precious to God. 
· Jesus justifies his actions:
· The woman is a daughter of Abraham - A covenant child of God.
· Satan (the enemy of God) has bound her (to tie or wind).
· 18 years is too long. Loose means - dissolve or melt or pour off.
· I won’t allow one more day to pass before she is set free. 
· His words went straight to the heart of his adversaries and they were ashamed (to shame down or disgrace).
· But the people rejoiced for all the glorious things that were done by Him.

Jesus heals Blind Bartimaeus (Mark 10: 46 – 52)
· Jesus was leaving Jericho heading toward Jerusalem and the cross.Bartimaeus was a hostage in need of rescuing.

· Bartimaeus sat by the roadside begging. He was totally dependent on welfare.
· He heard and believed in Jesus – He wasn’t spiritually blind. 
· Luke 18: 37 – What is happening? Jesus of Nazareth is passing by.
· Faith always speaks. He called him “Son of David”.  He was affirming his belief that Jesus was indeed the Messiah, the Christ, the anointed of God.
· Have mercy on me (mercy means – compassion by divine grace).
· Psalm 136.Many yelled at him to be quiet. 
Luke’s gospel records that they rebuked him (harsh admonishment, censure or forbit.

· Psalm 145: 8 – 9 (his tender mercies are over all his works).
· Ephesians 2: 4 – 5 (God is rich in mercy).
· Many religious leaders of the day would have believed poverty or blindness or bad circumstances were a result of God’s judgement. Hold your peace.
· He was not moved by the opinions of men.
· He pressed in when opposition arose.  No political correctness or protocol.
· Will your miracle pass you by?Must discard the old first to receive the new

· Jesus stood still. Faith pleases God (Hebrews 11: 6).
· Faith is bold.  God recongnises the cry of faith. This was a cry for mercy.
· The attitude of the people now changed.
· He cast away his garment (his old identity, his license to beg, his position in society, his limitations). Law and grace can’t mix.
· He sought mercy but Jesus asked for specifics – “What would you like me to do for you”?  He simply told Jesus his desire. No false humility or pretense. 
· Jesus emphasised – “Your faith has made you whole” (‘Sozo’ – save, deliver, protect, heal, preserve, do well or make whole).Luke 18: 42
Your faith has saved you (Sozo)

· He received his sight, now he could follow Jesus.
· When our spiritual eyes are open, we too can follow Jesus.Bondage is never better then freedom. Our words produce life or death.

· Bartimaeus had ‘God pleasing” faith – a wholehearted trust in the healer.
· He didn’t go back for his garment, but followed Jesus – a new life in Christ. (2 Corinthians 5: 17 & Philippians 3: 13 – 14). Don’t be like the Israelites who wanted to go back to Egypt and bondage (Exodus 16: 2 – 3 & Numbers 14: 3).
· Whom the son sets free is free indeed (8: 31 – 36).
· Our faith releases the power of God through corresponding action.Philip didn’t ask why, he just went. He was working with God.



Philip and the Ethiopian (Acts 8: 26 – 39)Acts 6: 5
Overseer of a food program

His qualities:
-Well respected
-Full of the Spirit
-Wisdom.

Acts 21: 8
Philip the evangelist.


· This encounter began with the angel of the Lord speaking to Philip.
· The Ethiopian was a ‘Court Official’ with significant authority & position.
· The Ethiopian came to Jerusalem to worship (to do reverence or adore).
· Spirit also led Philip.Eunuch (Matt 19: 12)
An emasculated man.
Impotent or unmarried.


· How can I understand except some man should guide me.
· Send -	Preach - Hear - Believe – Call
· Philip preached Jesus (exactly what Jesus did in Luke 24: 27-32).
· Savour, healer, deliverer, baptiser in the Holy Spirit.The field was ‘ripe for harvest’ and Philip was God’s labourer
In the field.

· The result – he believed that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.
·  Christianity is about right believing first.  From a transformed heart comes right doing and behaving.
· The Ethiopian was so impacted that he was baptised on the spot.Strength means:
Fortified place or defence, refuge or stronghold.


· The Ethiopian witnessed a miracle right before his eyes.  Maybe a proselyte who converted to Judaism.


· He went on his way rejoicing (Nehemiah – “For the joy of the Lord is your strength”). Why, because he had understanding of God’s Word.
· Only eternity will record the impact this encounter had on Ethiopia and beyond. 

In summary
Luke 15: 1 – 10 (Rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents). 
Matthew 9: 9 – 13 (Separation from God is “spiritual sickness”).

· Not the Father’s will that any should perish (1 Timothy 2: 4, 2 Peter 3: 9).
· We are rescuers, not hostages – we have been delivered (Colossians 1:12).
· Some that have been rescued believe that they are hostages again.
· How will they hear unless a preacher is sent.
· Send – preach – hear – believe – call.
· We are deployed in to a war zone. Here for a reason and a season.
· Every soul is precious to God.
· Jesus came to seek and to save the lost (Zacchaeus, the woman bowed over, Blind Bartimaeus and the Ethiopian Eunuch.  

Equipping the saints for the work of ministry (Ephesians 4: 11 – 12)
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The perfecting of the saints (complete furnishing or equipping).
· The work of ministry (service or serving).
· The edifying of the body of Christ (to build up).
· The result – unity of faith and the knowledge of the Son of God.In order for a person to accept the truth, he must first hear the truth preached.
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