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Search the Scriptures 

John 5: 36 - 47
· Jesus had healed a man at the pool of Bethesda and the Jews wanted to kill him because he declared God as his Father.Jesus was bringing revelation of God and his son, but they were not receptive. He declared himself to be the “Son of man’.

· All the words spoken by Jesus in chapter 5 were a response to the religious leaders and their hardness of heart.
· The word must abide (stay, continue, dwell, endure, remain or stand).
· John 15: 5 – 7 (must abide in him and his word).Luke 16: 29 – 31. 
Jesus affirmed the written word of God and its integrity.

· No connection = no fruit. Tree is known by its fruit.
· Search – means to seek, investigate or examine.
· Scriptures means a thing written (by men).
· Jesus was affirming the writings of Moses as ‘God inspired’.  
· We are to believe the written word of God, both Old and New covenants.
· That means we are to have faith or put trust in God’s Word.

Luke 24: 13 - 32
What do we know about Cleopas?
· John 19:25 –Mary wife of Cleopas (the sister of the mother of Jesus).
Mark 15:40 – 41.
· Matthew 10:3 – James son of Alphaeus (Greek) Cleopas (Hebrew)

Order of appearing   
· Mary Magdalene first (Mark 16: 1 & 9 – 14).
· Private unrecorded appearance with Peter (Luke 24: 34 & 1 Cor 15:5).
· To Cleopas and the other disciple.
· Then the disciples.
· Appeared to over 500 brothers (1 Corinthians 15: 6).

Jesus used the word to open their hearts and spiritual eyes.
· Again, Jesus was affirming the integrity of God’s word “all that the prophets had spoken”. Fools means: unwise.

· Expound – To explain thoroughly or unfold a meaning (to translate or interpret).
· Didn’t our hearts burn – to set on fire or kindle or light.
· The truth of God’s word will stir your heart. It’s the only trusted witness.
· Opened to us the scriptures.  To open thoroughly what has been closed.
· They knew him – to recognise, become full acquainted with or perceive.
· Taking communion (in remembrance of him) keeps our eyes opened to redemptions finished work.

Luke 2: 46 – 47
· Jesus sitting in the temple hearing the doctors of the law and asking questions.Luke 2: 40 & 2: 52
Child grew strong in spirit and filled with wisdom. And the grace of God was upon him.

· Astonished at his understanding and answers (age 12). 
· Luke 4: 31 – 32 (His word was with power).
· Matthew 7: 28 – 29 (Jesus taught with authority).
Acts 17:2 - 3 Two things that characterised the early church in Acts:
1. The Holy Spirit
2. The Word of God.

Acts 2: 42- “And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine, and fellowship, and in breaking of break, and in prayers”.

· Paul reasoned with them out of the scriptures.
· Reasoned – to say thoroughly, to discuss, dispute or preach. 
· Opening and alleging – expounding, present or put forth.

Acts 17: 10 - 11Search
To investigate, interrogate, examine, judge or scrutinise. 

· The church at Berea – they were more opened minded.
· They searched the scriptures daily. Therefore, many believed.
· Persecution will always follow the preached word. Paul’s ministry was constantly buffeted.
· Remember, Satan is a thief who steals the word first.

Acts 17: 16 – 21 (NLT)Galatians 6:1
Paul referred to the gospel as the grace of Christ.

· Paul noted that Athens was wholly given to idolatry.  Idol worship.
· To many, the God that we preach is unknown.
· Romans 10: 13 – 15 (sent, preach, hear, believe, call).
· The ministry that Paul received of the Lord Jesus was to testify the gospel of the grace of God (Acts 20: 24).
· Acts 26: 14 – 18 (Paul’s defence to Agrippa, the call of God was explained). 
· Power of Satan (Exousia) – jurisdiction, right, liberty, authority.
· 2 Cor 4: 3 - 4 (unbelief blinds the minds – perception or thought).
· 1 Peter 5: 8 – he walks about seeking whom he may devour.

Acts 18: 24 – 28Apollos was enthusiastic in spirit. 

· Apollos was mighty in the scriptures (knew them well). 
· He taught diligently - exactly or accurately.
· He mightily convinced the Jews by the scriptures, that Jesus was Christ.

John 6: 63 – 66 (I am the bread of life)
· The words that I speak unto you, they are spirit and they are life.
· Failure to believe the word of God will cause us to draw back.
· Hebrews 10: 35 – 39 (keep believing, don’t withdraw, quit or give up).

Matthew 4: 4
Man shall not live by bread alone but by every word (Rhema) that proceeds out of the mouth of God.

Rhema means – That which has been uttered / utterance.  The Word of God in written for is the Logos.  Rhema is the spirit inspired understanding.  If we have the Logos, revealed knowledge will come through the Rhema. 

The heart of King David Hid means: to protect, esteem, keep secret or store up like treasure.


· David was a man after God’s own heart (Acts 13: 22 & 1 Samuel 13: 14).
· We can only fulfil the will of God when we know his will.
· Psalm 119: 9 – 11 (he hid God’s word in his heart that he may not sin).
· Proverbs 2: 1 - 5
· Psalm 119: 97 - 105 (he loved God’s word).
· Psalm 119: 169 – 176 (he gave praise to God and his word). 
Proverbs 12: 25Romans 10: 17 – faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of God. The just shall live by faith (Galatians 3: 11 & Romans 1: 17).

· Heaviness means - anxiety, anxious care, fear or sorrow.
· Glad means - joyful, rejoice or merry.Levites: 
Their principle role in the Temple included singing Psalms during Temple services, performing construction or maintenance for the Temple and performing as guards and other services. Levites also served as teaches and judges (All Priests were Levites, but not all Levites were Priests).


Nehemiah 8: 1 - 12 (NLT)
· Ezra the priest and scribe taught the word of God.
· The people wept as they listened to the Word.
· Sadness turned to joy as they understood God’s Word.
· The joy of the Lord is your strength.Same principle in Joshua 1: 7 – 8
Don’t turn from it to the right or left.

· Joy means - gladness or rejoicing.
· Strength means - a fortified place, a defence, fortress, rock or stronghold.  The word is evidence of faith (Hebrews 11: 1).

· Understood means – discern, attend, perceive or to know.

Compare that with Proverbs 4: 20 – 27 (diligence - to guard or to watch).

Compare with the sermon on the mount
Matthew chapters 5 – 7.
· Jesus wasn’t reading from the law of Moses like Ezra the priest. Matthew 4
Jesus anointed and preached the kingdom – clash of kingdoms.

· ‘You have heard or it has been said’……. ‘but I say unto you’.
· Jesus was introducing principles of the kingdom of God.
· Matthew 7: 8 – 29 (astonished means – to be struck with amazement). 
· Authority means - delegated influence, jurisdiction or right.The cross of Calvary is the great divide – separating the old and new.


2 Timothy 2:11 - 162 Tim 2: 1-3
We commit this word to faithful men and women who shall be able to teach others also.

· Study – Give diligence or be diligent, labour or make effort. If any doctrine makes provision for the flesh, it’s not of God (red flag). The words of Jesus are Spirit and they are life (John 6: 63).

· Rightly dividing means – To make a straight cut, to dissect (expound) correctly.  To proceed on straight paths or hold a straight course. To teach the truth directly and correctly. The word will keep us on “True North”. 
· Vain babblings – fruitless discussions / useless matters.
· Stay faithful to the gospel of the kingdom of God. It is the power of God unto salvation (Soteria)-rescued, saved, delivered, preservation, health. 
· The word will keep you out of bondage and in freedom (John 8: 32).

Rules or guiding principles for studying the Word of God

Rule 1
The Holy Spirit is the teacher. John 15: 7
The word must abide or remain.

· John 14: 21 – 27. He will teach you all things (Matthew 28: 18 – 20).Make disciples by teaching.
Lead and feed.

· John 15: 26 – He shall always testify of Jesus (be a witness).
· John 16: 13 – He will lead and guide you into all truth (show the way).Resist means to oppose or run against.

· The Book of Acts is a wonderful example of this truth. The early church was led by the Spirit. They didn’t resist him (Acts 7: 51). The Holy Spirit will always confirm the Word of God. No exceptions.

· John 16: 14 – 15. He shall always glorify Jesus (honour or magnify).
· 1 John 2: 28 – 27 (KJV & NLT). The anointing (unction) abides in you.
· Any doctrine that makes provision for the flesh is not of God.
· Galatians 5: 16 – 18 (NLT). That’s the way of the false teacher and prophet. Remember, the flesh profits nothing.The meaning of scripture is always defined by the context.

· 2 Peter 2: 1 – 3.  The danger of false teachers deceiving.
· Slandering the way of truth is the prize of the false teacher.Pride
Sexual
Money

· The way of truth will be considered evil.
· Lust of the flesh, lust of the eyes and the pride of life.
· 1 John 2: 15 – 16. The world can never be our teacher.

Rule 2
The Bible must always be studied in the light of the finished work of Jesus.  Calvary is the great divide between old and new.We have been redeemed from the curse of the law
Gal: 3: 13 – 14
The blessing has come upon us, not the curse.

We are new creations. Old things have passed away (2 Corinthians 5:17).
· We now have bold access to the throne of God’s grace (Heb 4: 16).Heb 10: 16 - 23
Their sins and iniquities I will remember no more.

· Generational curses are no more. God is no longer visiting the sins of the fathers to the 3rd and 4th generation (Exodus 20: 5 & Numbers 14: 18).
· The law of Moses was a performance-based covenant. Do good, get good.
· Remember the first covenant had fault because of people and had to be replaced (Hebrews 8: 6 – 13 NLT).
· We don’t study the Bible to see how sinful we are. We study the Bible to discover who we are in Christ Jesus.
Example
· Rich young ruler (Luke 18: 18 – 19) What shall I do to inherit eternal life? You know the commandments… based on works.Proverbs 10:22
The blessing of the Lord, it makes rich and adds no sorrow with it.

· The Gaoler (Acts 16: 25 – 32) What must I do to be saved? Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ…. based on grace.
· The New Covenant began when Jesus died and rose again from death. The Gospels are accounts and events about Jesus in his earthly ministry before the cross.  On many occasions he gave man a glimpse of the other side of the cross. He revealed grace, mercy, truth, love and forgiveness.
· His obedience set us free, not ours.

Rule 3
Ask for wisdom in faith.
James 1: 5 – 8 (KJV & NLT)
· A double minded (vacillating) man is unstable (inconsistent or restless).Wavering
To hesitate, doubt or stagger
Romans 4:20
Abraham staggered not at the promise through unbelief.

· Compare with Psalm 112: 6 – 8. The man who trusts in the Lord is stable, established and fixed. There is no fear when your heart is fixed.
· 1 Kings 3: 9 – 13. Solomon asked for wisdom and this pleased God. 
· Proverbs 4: 5–9. Wisdom is the principal thing (first in place, time, rank). 
· 1 Samuel 30:  3 – 8. David sought wisdom from the Lord when he was greatly distressed. Seek the wisdom of God first, not man.

Rule 4Jesus trusted Old Testament scripture and referred to it throughout his entire ministry.

John 5: 38 – 39
The scriptures must always point people to Jesus. They always testify of Him.

Allow scripture to support and interpret scripture.
Only the unchanging and eternal Word of God can enable us to study the scriptures with confidence and assurance. 
· Number 23: 19 - 20. Heb 13: 7 (NLT)
Think of all the good things that has come from their lives, and follow the example of their faith. 

· Psalm 89: 34 & Psalm 119: 89. 
· Malachi 3: 6 & Matthew 24: 35. 1 Peter 1: 23 – 25 (enduring word).
· Hebrews 13: 7 - 8 & James 1: 17 (no variation or change).2 Corinthians 1: 20
For all the promises of God in him are yes and in him amen unto the glory of God.

Don’t lift Scripture out of context and establish some wild doctrine on one verse. 
· The meaning of scripture is always defined by the context.  Therefore, read verses before and after for clarity of meaning. 
· That may require you starting at verse one of a chapter or reading the entire previous chapter first for the full meaning. The Spirit will lead you.
· The best interpreter of the Bible is the Bible, not a commentary of the Bible. Commentaries are a useful study tool, but they should never replace the Word of God before your eyes (Proverbs 4: 20 - 23).
· The Holy Spirit will speak to you through the word more than any other means, because He always confirms the truth. 
· Remember, we don’t debate truth, we receive truth.
Examples:Matthew 4: 23
Teaching & preaching causes faith to come.
God is Jehovah Rapha and always will be.
“I am the Lord that Heals” (Exodus 15:26)
God still heals today because he changes not.

· Compare Isaiah 53: 4 – 5 with Matthew 8: 14 – 17 & 1 Peter 2: 24.
· Griefs means – sickness or disease.
· Sorrow means – anguish or pain (physical or mental).

· Must be in harmony (agreement) with all scripture (Matthew 18: 19).  
· Is it consistent with the nature, character and attributes of God? 
· The word is a witness of itself (1 John 5:7).

The word requires two or more witnesses for truth to be established.
· That means two or more witnesses in harmony with each other, not one witness saying the same thing three times (e.g. Jesus, Paul & Peter).
· If we don’t follow this guiding principle, doctrinal error can result.
· Deuteronomy 17:6 (reference to putting a man to death).
· Second mention Deuteronomy 19:15 (establishing a matter).
· Matthew 18: 15 – 17 NLT (correcting another believer).
· John 8: 17 – 18 NLT (Jesus ‘the Word’ and the Father bear witness).
· 2 Corinthian 13:1 (establishing a word - Paul speaking).
· 1 Timothy 5:17– 22 NLT (accusation of elders). Leadership is not immune to oversight or correction, but it must be done God’s way for safety.

Rule 5
Who is doing the speaking?
Job 1: 20 - 21 
· The Lord gave and the Lord takes away. Blessed be the name of the Lord.Malachi 3: 13-15 (NLT)
Your words have been stout against me says the Lord (KJV). Stout means: strong or obstinate.


· Countless numbers of believers have been robbed of their faith and blessed God for the devil’s evil work. Job said that, not God. Job 1: 12
Power means hand.
Remember God cannot curse what he has already blessed (Numbers 23: 19 - 20).


· Love gives, it never takes. He spoke a blessing over man, not a curse.
· Job opened up a door and the serpent bit him (Job 3: 25- 26).
· He continually sacrificed for his children, but not in faith.
· Greatly feared – sudden alarm, dread or terror.God blessed man.
Genesis 1: 26-28.
Romans 11: 29
Gifts and callings of God are without repentance (can never be withdrawn).

· Ecc 10: 8 – whoever breaks a hedge, a serpent shall bite him.
· To break is to breach. Fear gives access to the devil.Love also brings restoration and never fails.  
The power of interceding and forgiveness.

· We have not been given a spirit of fear (2 Timothy 1: 7).
· Satan was a murderer from the beginning (John 8: 44).
· Love only knows to give (John 3: 16). Perfect love casts out fear. 
· Jobs friends had not spoken right concerning God (Job 42: 7 – 8).
Matthew 16: 21 – 23 – Jesus was declaring the Father’s will.If it’s not the Word, it’s a stumbling block.
John 8: 32
And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. 

 

· Peter was speaking but he was listening to the deceiver.
· Satan responded through Peter. Jesus rebuked Satan, not Peter. 
· Satan was an offence – stumbling block, snare or trap.

Rule 6
Who is the Scripture speaking to?
All Scripture is for the church, but not all Scripture is about the church.
· 1 Corinthians 10: 32 (the Jews, the nations or the church).
· The Book of Acts and the New Testament letters are written specifically for the Church. All Scripture is profitable, but our main study should be from the letters to help us live the Christian life. Israel got exactly what they said, “If only we had died here in Egypt or here in the wilderness” I will do to you the very thing I heard you say.

Examples
· Psalm 90: 10 (KJV & NLT) - Moses was speaking to Israel in the wilderness. Study Numbers 14: 2 & 28 NLT). 
· Genesis 6: 3 – man’s days shall be 120 years.
· Matthew 24 regarding the end times.
· The context is the Jewish nation- abomination of desolation (3rd temple (Daniel 9: 27 & 12: 11). Those in Judea flee. These are Jews in their home land Israel. He refers to the sabbath day and links the tribulation period. The whole context is Jewish.Rom 11: 25 - 28 (NLT)
The elect (chosen) are the Jews, not the church.

· The catching away of the church first (1 Thess 4: 13 - 18).

Rule 7
Tradition or truth
Matthew 15: 1 - 9 & Mark 7: 5 - 9 (NLT)
· Why do your disciples disobey our old-age traditions?
· You have made the command of God of no effect by your traditions. You have set aside the Word of God in favour of rules handed down by men.
· No effect (KJV) - to render void – deprive of force and authority.  It also means to invalidate. Our traditions cancel the Word of God.
· Worship means nothing if we teach man-made ideas as commands of God. 
· Jesus spoke His Father’s words only (John 12: 49 - 50).
· We must choose life (the Word) not death (traditions of men).

Examples of traditions of men:
· God uses sickness to teach us or give him glory through our suffering. 
· Jesus revealed the Father in the earth. He never once put sickness on a person.  He couldn’t do mighty works because of unbelief.
· John 10:10
· James 1: 17

· Only a select few can be saved. God so loved the world (Kosmos).
Has many usages including – The inhabitants of the earth, men, the human family.

· John 3: 16 – whosoever believer in his shall not perish.
· 1 Timothy 2: 1 - 6 – God’s will alone won’t save. Man must choose life.
· Titus 2:11 – For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men.
· Wealth and riches are evil.You can’t serve two masters, but one can become your servant.

· 1 Timothy 6: 10 – For the love of money is the root of all evil.Proverbs 10: 22
The blessing of the Lord, it makes rich, and he adds no sorrow with it.

· God is not against possessions, He’s against covetousness. 
· Jesus had a treasurer and wore a designer garment. Yet he was a distribution centre of the blessing. He was a great giver and taught his disciples the importance of giving.

· The Bible is too difficult to understand without the help of approved teachers and leaders.
· The Holy Spirit will lead and guide you into all truth (John 16: 13).
· Only the Spirit can bring revelation knowledge (Rhema word).
· The truth of God’s word is hidden for us, not from us.
· Proverbs 2: 1 – 5.

· We must earn our salvation through good works.
· Ephesians 2: 8 – 9 (no self-righteous entry into heaven). 
· Romans 10:11 - 13 (whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved).

· Things that happen in our lives are the sovereign will of God. Accept them.
· God in his sovereignty has given us free will and choice (Deuteronomy 30: 19).
· Death and life are in the power of the tongue and fruit will come.

Rule 8
Don’t add to or take away from God’s Word 
Because God is unchanging, His word is unchanging. We are not to add to it or take away from it. For Israel, the land was their inheritance.

For the church, the word is our inheritance.

· First mentioned in Deuteronomy 4:1 – 2, Joshua 1: 7, Proverbs 30: 5 - 6 and Revelation 22:18 - 21(NLT). Romans 3: 4
Let God be true but every man a liar. 

· First recorded words spoken to man by the devil – “Did God really say”. Eve was deceived because she added to what God had said (Genesis 3: 3).  This gave Satan an advantage, resulting in Adam’s fall.Luke 4: 6
All this power I will give to you – delivered to me.

· (Matthew 4: 3 – 4) “If you be the Son of God”. He didn’t say ‘beloved’.
· Jesus responded with the word and prevailed.  Truth always prevails over lies and deception. That’s the good fight of faith. Let the word fight for us.

Rule 9
The Word must be first place and final authority
Psalm 1: 1 – 6 (KJV & NLT). 
· Blessed is the man that seeks not the counsel of the ungodly.Darkness can only function in the absence of light.

· Counsel means – advice.  Our delight is in the Word of God.  We meditate on the word to enable mind renewal. (Romans 12: 2). The battle ground is the mind. That’s where strongholds are formed which must be pulled down.

· Jeremiah 17: 5 – 8 (man or the Lord, who will you trust?).
· Joshua 1: 6 – 9 (mediate on the word and do what it says).  “But speak the word only, and my servant shall be healed”

· The derived benefits are plain to see.  You will prosper and succeed.
· The consequences of not following the word are equally clear. 
· The centurion made the word final authority (Matthew 8: 8).
Galatians 1: 11 –19.When we feed on the word, it’s only good.  
How much time we spend in the word will determine how much we receive of our inheritance. 
The deeper you go, the more treasures you know.

· Paul conferred not with flesh and blood, neither did he go up to the apostles. 
· His revelation came direct from Jesus Christ, not men.
· To confer is to consult with another or take one into counsel.

1 Corinthians 2: 1 - 5
· Our faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God.
· The gospel of Christ is the power of God unto salvation (Romans 1: 16).
· Our faith should not stand in the wisdom of men (including ministries).
John 2: 5
· Whatever he says to you, do it.Titus 3: 9 (NLT)
But avoid foolish questions, and genealogies, and contentions, and strivings about the law; for they are unprofitable and vain.



How does the Word of God profit us?

Hebrews 3: 17 - 4:2 (they could not enter in because of unbelief).
The word preached did not profit the Israelites, not being mixed with faith in then that heard it (Profit means useful, benefit, advantageous or prevail).James 1:22- 25
Be a doer (performer) of the word and not a hearer only, deceiving your own selves.


Hebrews 4: 11- 12 
· The word labour means (be diligent, give diligence or study – same meaning as the word ‘study’ in 2 Timothy 2: 15).
· The word quick means alive. (To live, breathe or be among the living).
· The word powerful means effectual, active and operative.
John 17: 17
Sanctify them by your truth. Your word is truth. Means to make holy.

2 Timothy 3:15 – 17 (context – prevailing wickedness & overcoming Word).
· Holy scriptures – means separation. The opposite of holy is not evil. The opposite of holy is common. The Bible is uncommon.
· The word is opposite to the world’s thinking, acting and behaving.The only suffering that we are to endure is persecution for the gospel (1 Peter 5: 9-10).  We are not to endure the curse. We have been redeemed from it.

All scripture is given by inspiration of God – “divinely breathed in or God breathed”. Only used once in the New Testament. Isaiah 55:11
No word of God is void of power.


· 66 Books written by men, but inspired by God (2 Peter 1: 20 NLT).
· Profitable means – helpful, useful or advantageous.
· Perfect means – Complete. Only used once in the New Testament.
· Thoroughly furnished means equip fully, finish out, complete, accomplish or perfected).

Doctrine 
Teaching, instruction or learning.
Paul refers to having sound doctrine (uncorrupt, safe or wholesome). 
· Some won’t endure sound doctrine (2 Timothy 4:3). 
· People shall turn away their ears from truth and shall turn to fables (fiction or falsehood).  Beware of fake news and conspiracy theories.
· Endure means to hold firm – Eph 6: 13 – 14 (stand).
· Must stay with the Word.  The truth keeps us from error.
· Ephesians 4: 11 – 12 (perfecting means – complete or equipping).
· World view and Bible world view (the carnal man and the spiritual man. They are contrary (opposed) to one another (Galatians 5:17). 
ReproofWhen you want something to change spiritually in your life, you don’t go to the world, you go to the word.

Means proof, evidence or conviction.  
Hebrews 11:1 – Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the ‘evidence” of things not seen. (Centurion in Matthew 8: 8 – “but speak the word only….”).
· Psalm 107: 20 – He sent his work and healed them, and delivered them from their destruction.
· Jesus described the centurion’s faith as great, not his position.
· The spoken word was sufficient evidence for him – my servant shall be healed (Isaiah 55: 11). The words of Jesus were an admonishment and a rebuke to the Scribes and Pharisees.

· John 8: 9 – the accusers were convicted by their own conscience.
· God’s word convicts, never condemns.  
· 2 Corinthians 4: 18 – We look not at the things which are seen.Abram had to agree with God to receive his inheritance.

· 2 Corinthians 5: 7 – For we walk by faith, not by sight. 
· Abraham was fully persuaded by God’s promises (Romans 4: 19 – 21).

Correction
· Means a straightening up again or rectification.
· Restoration to an upright or right state. It has a similar meaning to ‘rightly diving’ in Timothy.  A pilot who is off course will bring a correction to his flight path (only used once in NT).  Ten told Thomas they saw Jesus but he refused to believe. He trusted sight over faith.

· John 20: 25 - 28 (you can’t receive Abraham’s blessing on Thomas’s faith).
· Luke 10: 38 – 42 (Jesus lovingly corrected Martha also).
· Matthew 10: 34 (I have come not to send peace, but a sword).
· Matthew 20: 25 – 28 (Jesus explained what ‘greatness’ looked like).
· The greatest among us must be the servant of all.
· Gifts and callings are for service, not for power or control.

Instruction in righteousness
· Means disciplinary correction.  It’s about education or training.
· Hebrews 12: 5 – 11 (NLT) is referring to instruction. Chastisement has the same meaning. 
· Proverbs 22: 6 (to train up a child also means to discipline).
· Proverbs 13: 24 (to spare the rod means to refrain or hold back).
· Romans 12: 2 – 3 (The word will transform or change us through mind renewal.  You can’t transform something you are conformed to).
· Remember, we don’t want to be common but uncommon.
· Common is camouflaged or unseen, but uncommon is luminous and glows in the dark for all to see. 
· Don’t allow others put your light out. Let it shine among men.
· Proverbs 3: 11 – 12 (Chastening = instruction. Correction = to be right).
· Titus 2: 11 – 12 (The grace of God teaches us how to live righteously).

- The word is the only ‘teacher’ that God has entrusted to the church.
- It is the most power thing that exists (it is the power of God).Without it, you cannot be a partaker of the kingdom of God and the believer’s inheritance. 

- All things are upheld by the word of his power (Hebrews 1: 3).
- It will bring life to the dead and freedom to those in bondage.
- His word never fails, because love never fails.
- It is God breathed, eternally set and supersedes this natural realm.
The word is backed by his nameRomans 8: 17 declares that if we are children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ. We have been given the name.


The name of Jesus is powerful for three reasons:
Promises of God are yes and amen, not if, but or maybe.

· He inherited his name from God (to be an heir).
(Hebrews 1: 1 – 4)
Conferred means title or right.

· His name was conferred upon him by the Father (bestow as a gift, awarded, grant as a favour or to honour).
Philippians 2: 3 – 11
Highly exalted only used once in the Bible – to elevate above all others.The devil has tried to limit the use of the Name of Jesus through religion and tradition.
“We all worship the one universal God”.


· He achieved the authority of his name by conquest - overcoming Satan 
Colossians 2: 13 – 15 (NLT)Colossians 2: 15 KJV – And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a show of them openly, triumphing over them in it. 

Hebrews 2: 14 – 15 
Revelation 1: 18

Why is the name so important?
Exodus 3: 10 -15 (John 8: 58 - bold proclamation).

The literal translation of the God’s name (I AM THAT I AM) is YAHWEH.
(Yod Heh Vav Heh) – Jesus (Yashua – Yahweh is Salvation or Yahweh Saves).
· 4 consonants, no vowels – Tetragrammaton (YHVH). Jesus didn’t have to imitate God, He was God. 
All that Jesus was during his earthly ministry, his name is equally as powerful today.

· Vowels were later introduced in 2nd century BC by Jewish leaders because it was considered blasphemous to utter the name of God.
· It was only written and never spoken.
· When referring to deity, the power was in the Name. 
· YAHWEH was replaced by the Jews with ADONI meaning Lord. It is a title not a name.
· Only on the feast of Yom Kippur would the High Priest speak that name aloud alone in the Holy of Holies.
Hebrews 12: 2
Jesus is the author or finisher (developer) of our faith.

Acts 3: 16
Faith in the name made the man strong and gave him perfect soundness (physical wholeness or integrity).

Acts 4: 7 – 13
By what power (Dynamis) or by what name (authority) have you done this?
Stands before you whole = sound.
Luke 20: 1 – 2 (Authority = Power “Exousia”).

Who has the authority to use the name?John 16: 26 – 27 (Passion Translation)
And I will not need to ask the Father on your behalf, for you’ll ask him directly because of your new relationship with me. For the Father tenderly loves you, because you love me and believe that I’ve come from God. 


The church has authority today to use the name of Jesus. We have ‘Power of Attorney”
We act on behalf of Jesus. We are the body of Christ. 

· Mark 16: 15 – 20.
· John 14: 13 – 14 (according to his will).
· John 15: 16
· John 16: 23 – 26 NLT 
· Luke 10: 17 – The disciples used the name to good effect against devils.
Acts 4: 17 – 18 (Disciples were directed not to speak or teach in that name)
Acts 5: 28 – 29 & 40 (that’s like saying you are not to refer to the truths in the Bible).

Acts 16: 17
Paul delivered a girl from a demonic spirit in the name of Jesus.

Acts 19: 13 -15 (NLT)
Only believers have authority to use the name of Jesus.

Acts 26: 9
Saul told King Agrippa, I did many things contrary to the name of Jesus of 

Col 3: 17
And whatever you do in word and deed, do ALL in the name of Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by Him.
· The early church used the NAME OF JESUS to great effect.  They simply took authority over circumstances in that name.  The body of Christ has been given the power of attorney to use Jesus’ name
· The rights and privileges to use the name of Jesus are ours – NOW – not when we die and go to heaven.

Build your house on the rockThe foundation is not religion, not performance, not doing good deeds or being good.
The foundation is JESUS the Son of the living God. The only requirement is that we believe. He did the heavy lifting so we could be set free of bondage.


Matthew 7: 24 – 28 (read in context of chapters 5, 6 & 7)
Luke 6: 47 - 49
· A wise man builds his house on a rock.Proverbs 2: 1-5
Search for her as hid treasure.

· He hears the words of Jesus and does them.
· James 1: 22 – 25 (NLT).
· Must lay the correct foundation (dig deep).Psalm 112
The righteous man shall not be moved. He is not afraid of evil reports. His heart is fixed trusting in the Lord, his heart is established.

· Notice the order (rain first, then floods, then wind).
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Beat upon means – to fall forward, to rush upon.  When you are walking in the God kind of faith, you are under the influence of the Kingdom.

· Wise – Prudent, thoughtful, acumen or good judgement.
· Foolish – (Greek work Moros) – dull, stupid or heedless.
· Your future is in the word you hear, believe and act upon.

1 Corinthians 3: 10 – 11 & 10: 4-5 (NLT)
Galatians 1: 6 - 12
· There is only one gospel and Paul received it by revelation of Jesus Christ. 
·  I cannot please men and be a servant of Christ at the same time. 

Matthew 16: 13 – 18The kingdom of God is within us.

· The church is built on the rock of revelation knowledge, not human effort.
· It doesn’t operate like the work system.  Kingdom principles apply.
·  Discard the word and you discard the rock.Cornerstone – The first stone set in the construction of a foundation. As the first stone laid, it becomes the reference point for all other stones laid subsequent to it. Everything finds its definition in this one piece – the cornerstone.  Jesus is our right and true foundation and whatever is built in alignment with him will be right and true too.


Mark 12: 10 (Jesus was quoting Psalm 118: 22).
Acts 4: 11 – 12 (Salvation is through Jesus only).
Searching the scriptures and lay your foundation.
The Word is powerful
Hebrews 4:12
· Power means – active, operative, effective 
Romans 1:16
· The word “Power” (Dunamis) means – mighty, miraculous, ability or strength.  The gospel of Christ has the miraculous power to save.
· Galatians 1:6 – 7.  The gospel of Christ and the grace of Christ are the same.
· The power of the word “come” (Matthew 14: 29 - 30)
· The power of Saul’s confession – “Lord who are you” (Acts 9:5)

1 Corinthians 1:18
· Again – “Dunamis” miraculous saving power
1 Peter 1: 23
· Incorruptible seeds
· Isaiah 55: 11
· Hebrews 1: 3 – the word of his power
· Matthew 8: 5 - 8
Ephesians 3: 20
· Exceedingly abundantly above all that we can ask or think according to the POWER (Dunamis) that works in us.
· Mighty works, mighty deeds, virtue, miracles, ability (giving of the talents), strength (strength of sin is the law) = Dunamis
· My ‘strength’ is made perfect in weakness = Dunamis.

2 Corinthians 10:4
· Mighty through God = GRACE

The Word lights the ‘Way”

John 14:6 (Jesus is FULL of GRACE and TRUTH)
I am the Way (literally means a road or highway), The Truth and the Life. No man comes to the Father but by me
· For Jesus to say that, he was declaring himself as priest
· Not under the Leviticus priesthood. He came from the Tribe of Judah. This was a new priesthood.
· Under the Old Testament, the only way to God was through the high priest. (Hebrews 9)
· Jesus is our high priest (Hebrews 4: 15-16)

Psalm 119:105
· Lamp means – (candle or light)

Psalm 119: 130
· The word illuminates
· Understanding means – to discern, to perceive, to deal wisely
· Simple means – foolish, open-minded, silly (seducible).  Don’t “open” the mind but “renew it through the Word of God.

Proverbs 20:27 - The spirit of a man is the candle (light or lamp) of the Lord
Proverbs 24:20 – The candle (light) of the wicked shall be put out.

John 1:9
Light means - to shine or make manifest (especially by rays).

John 3:19
The light has come into the world 

The Word can be trusted
It is evident that Jesus trusted Scriptures and accepted the Old Testament Scriptures without question or reservation as the inspired, authoritative Word of God. He based ALL his teachings on these Scriptures and obeyed them fully.  

Matthew 4:4
· It is written.

John 5: 37 – 47 (Jesus was speaking to religious Jews under the law)
· You have not His word (logos) abiding in you (to remain, continue or to dwell, endure).
· But if you believe not the writings of Moses, how shall you believe my words?

Luke 16:31
· The law was still acting as a schoolmaster.  That was its purpose and intent.  Without the law revealing our sinful, fallen state, there is no need to call upon a savior. 

2 Peter 2:20
· The prophets were moved by the Holy Spirit and they spoke from God

Luke 24:27
· Expound means – to explain thoroughly, to unfold the meaning of what is said, to interpret or translate.
· The old testament was about Jesus
· Jesus explained from all the Scriptures the things concerning Him.
· Our hearts burned within us as he explained the scriptures to us.
· “Opened to us, “means – to cause to understand a thing, expound. To open thoroughly what had been closed (Literally a first born).

John 7: 38
· “As the scriptures hath said” – Jesus trusted the written word of God
· To believe means to commit to one’s trust

The Word can be stolen
John 10:10
· The thief comes not but to steal and go kill and to destroy
· He steals first
Mark 4: 20
· Satan comes immediately (straight away) to steal the word that was sown
· Affliction / persecution = offence
· Cares of this world, deceitfulness of riches and lust of other things = choke
· Good ground (hear, receive and bring forth fruit)
· Examples of Adam and eve in Genesis and Jesus in Matthew
· 2 Corinthians 4:4. Satan blinds the mind (thought or intellect)
· We are told to keep (guard) our hear with all diligence (Proverbs 4: 23)
· 2 Corinthians 10:5
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