 March 2023Matthew 6: 33 AMP
But seek (aim at and strive after) first of all His kingdom and His righteousness (his way of doing and being right) and then all these things taken together will be given you besides.

The Kingdom of God

Foundation scriptureThe kingdom arrived with the King.

Matthew 6: 24 - 34 (KJV and Amplified) First means:
In time, place, order or
importance. At the beginning.

“But seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you”.
· The kingdom activates the blessing of God, not the curse.As believers, we now have the kingdom in us, and through us the Holy Spirit will cause the kingdom to come and the Father’s will be done in earth as it is in heaven.

· The kingdom is a supply chain, that’s why we are not to worry.
· Seeking the kingdom of God must be our highest priority.

John 3: 1 - 3 To see is to perceive, know or behold.

· To be born again is to be born from above (1 Peter 1: 23).
· The only way into the kingdom of God is to be born into it.
· Matthew 5: 20 (no self-righteousness in the kingdom of God).

Matthew 4: 17, 23 & Act 1: 1 – 3
· Jesus preached the gospel of the kingdom and ministered in power.
· Jesus was ministering 40 days after his resurrection and speaking of the things of the kingdom.

Two kingdoms (two spirts)

John 18: 33 – 37 
· My kingdom is not of this world. ‘My kingdom’ refers to a spiritual kingdom of truth where Jesus reigns as Lord over the lives of his people.

Colossians 1: 13
· Kingdom of darkness v the kingdom of his dear son.Speaking releases spiritual power from our hearts.

· One is fear based and one is faith based.
· Both kingdoms are activated by words (or seed).
· Matthew 12: 22 - 28 (cast out devils by the kingdom of God).Jesus is the King of the Kingdom of God.

Remember, no kingdom without the King.


Psalm 103: 19
His kingdom rules over all.

· A housed divided against itself shall not stand.
· Ephesians 6: 12 (Satan has a kingdom with a hierarchy). 
· Spirit of the world (1 Corinthians 2: 12). The prince of the power of the air still works in the children of disobedience today. Nothing has changed.

· Seducing and deceiving spirits (1 Timothy 4: 1 – 5).
· The prince of the power of the air (Eph 2: 2).
· The god of this world system / order (2 Cor 4: 4).
· The spirit of fear (2 Timothy 1: 7).
· Spirit of anti-christ or spirit of error (1 John 4: 1 – 6).
· John 8: 44 – Jesus reveals the hidden schemes of the devil.
· If you don’t know the truth, you can’t discern a lie. 
· The truth you know (perceive or understand) is the truth that makes you free – to liberate, exempt or deliver (John 8: 32).
· Many people are bound in the kingdom of darkness, but they don’t know it because the enemy has deceived them with strongholds of the mind.
· The enemy puts pressure on people to cooperate with his evil system.The kingdom of God remains a mystery to the foolish.
2 Corinthians 2: 14.

· He’s a liar, he lies to them and they live deceived lives.
· He promotes hatred, unrest, division and strife, all the while love remaining dormant. Why, because love never fails.
The gospel of the kingdom
Matthew 4: 23 – 25 & 9: 35
Luke 4: 42 – 44
Acts 10: 36 – 38 (Jesus preached peace, did good and heal all that were oppressed of the devil, for God was with him).

1 Corinthians 9: 16 – 17 (Paul was compelled to preach the gospel).
· Preaching means to herald or proclaim.

Matthew 13: 18 - 19
· “When any one hears the word of the kingdom and understands it not”.
· The word is seed and it must be planted in good ground to reproduce.
Remember, two kingdoms in operation. One sows and one steals.

The Word can be stolenProfit
To be useful or to advantage or to benefit.

· The thief steals the word first (John 10: 10). That’s his primary goal.
· The “parable of the sower” highlights four different responses to the gospel of the kingdom or conditions of the heart to receive seed. 
· What are we going to do with the word we have heard? The word heard and obeyed is like building a house on a rock foundation.

· It must be mixed (united) with faith to profit (Hebrews 4:2). 

Mark 4: 13 – 20 (this parable is key to understanding kingdom operation).
· Satan comes immediately (straight away) to steal the word that was sown. He must prevent the word from taking root in your heart.The word can be choked when we don’t seek first the kingdom of God.

· Satan succeeded with Eve and tried it on Jesus. He will try us.
· We are not ignorant of his devices (evil purposes) 2 Cor 2:11.
· Affliction / persecution = offended (to trap, stumble or entice to sin). 
· Expresses delight in the word, but there is no change of heart and when trouble comes, faith quickly disappears.
· Cares of this world, deceitfulness of riches and lust of other things. 
· The things of this world can take our time and attention away from the word and it becomes unfruitful.A stronghold will affect what you think, how you feel, how you behave and will produce a pattern in your life.

· We are told to keep or guard our hearts with all diligence (Proverbs 4: 23). 
· Satan blinds the minds - thought or intellect (2 Cor 4: 4).
· Must cast down imaginations and high things (2 Cor 10: 5).
· Good ground (hear, receive and bring forth fruit).
· Thirty, sixty & hundred is the way of the kingdom.
· The fruit is only produced when we abide in Jesus and his word abides in us (John 15: 5 – 8)

The kingdom understood is ‘revealed knowledge’
Dominion means rule or lordship.
Psalm 115: 16
The heaven, even the heavens are the Lord’s: but the earth has he given to the children of men.

· The gospel of the kingdom is the good news that unhooks a person from the world’s system (spiritual Babylon). It’s a new order of living by faith.
· When Christians learns what it means to sown and to reap in the spirit, they flourish because they activate the kingdom of God.
· Genesis 1: 26 – 28 (we were created to rule, not be ruled by the devil). 
· 1 Corinthians 4: 20 – The kingdom of God is not in word but in power.
· The gospel of the kingdom is the gospel of Christ (Romans 1: 16).
· It shall be preached in all the world (Matthew 24: 14).
A call to separation (getting the world out of us)

Matthew 3:1 - 2John 1: 17
For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.

Repent means 
To change one’s mind, to think differently. It involves a turning away from sin.


· Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand (drawing near).
· A repentant sinner is in the proper condition to receive divine forgiveness.
· John was leading God’s people out of the system of the old covenant law and into the system of grace (the Kingdom of God). 
· Once we have the kingdom inside us, the Holy Spirit will help us get the world out. Only then can we be in the world but not of the world. Sanctify
To make holy. To separate from profane things and dedicate to God.


· John 17: 14 – 17 (the word separates us from the world).Matthew 5: 16
Let your light so shine fore men that that may see your good works, and glorify your father which is in heaven.

· Romans 12: 1 – 3 (don’t conform but be transformed).
· Don’t blend like camouflage, but glow in the dark as holy ones separated unto God.
· 1 John 2: 15 – 17 (Love not the world nor the things it offers you).
· Remember, we are born again righteousness, but grow in holiness.

2 Corinthians 6: 14 – 18 (NLT)
· To have fellowship with one who is not an equal (unequally yoked).In other words, draw a line in the sand.


· Light and darkness cannot cohabitate (no Ying and Yang symbolism in the kingdom of God.  There is no harmony and balance with evil).
· Come out from among them and be separate (to set apart by boundary).
Deut 7: 1 – 7
God warned Israel not to intermarry with nations because they would lead them away to worship other Gods.


1 Peter 2: 9 - 10
· We are a purchased people.
· Called out of darkness into his marvellous light (the kingdom).

Joshua 24: 14 - 15
· Choose this day who you will serve. As for me and my house, we will serve the lord.
· We can’t serve two masters, so choose this day who you will serve.

1 Corinthians 2: 12 – 14 (KJV & NLT)When we separate ourselves from the world’s system it’s a fight. Stay the course with the Word of Truth.

· Kingdom living is odd to the world. It cannot be understood naturally because it takes us beyond natural boundaries (five physical senses).
· That way of the kingdom is to call those things which be not as though they were (Romans 4: 17). That’s God’s method of operation.
· We can dominate our flesh by our spirit when we trust God’s word more than our own thinking. That’s taking the kingdom by force.Lean not
Don’t rely on yourself.

· Proverbs 3: 5 – 6 (lean not on your own understanding).
· Proverbs 14: 12 - there is a way that seems right to a man.
· Matthew 12: 33 - if the tree is corrupt, the fruit is corrupt also (joined to a failed system).
SummaryThe word washes and cleanses. 

· We keep the world out by getting the word in. 
· The exceeding great and precious promises of God enable us to be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through desire or longing.
· Through the knowledge of God, we remain in him and his word in us. 
Resurrection powerProbably the greatest expressions of the kingdom of God in the earth was the resurrection of Jesus Christ
Because Jesus lives, we live.


Remember, we seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness. The kingdom is spiritual and unseen because God is a Spirit and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.

Don’t seek a dead past, but seek the living God.


Luke 24: 1 – 12
· Why do you seek the living among the dead?
· He is not here, but is risen.

John 20: 11 - 17 (NLT) - Mary Magdalene encountered Jesus. The resurrection gave us sonship with the Father and therefore access to His kingdom. 

· I ascend unto my Father and your Father, unto my God and your God.
· Hebrews 9: 22 – 28 (NLT) - Jesus cleansed the heavenly Holy of Holies.

Romans 8: 11 & 15 - 17 Adam was separated through disobedience. Jesus was separated by obedience.

· The same Spirit that raised Jesus has raised us up.
· Jesus did not raise Himself, the Spirit of God did. He was the first born again man.  Yet he is all God and all man (note – Luke 24: 38).Heirs means inheritor or a possessor – Blessed be Abram of the most high God, possessor of heaven and earth.

· Jesus was born again (He died two deaths on the cross – spiritual first, then physical).  He came to be a sacrifice for many.
· My God, my God why have you forsaken me?  That was spiritual death, separation from his Father - just as Adam was separated in the garden.Genesis 2: 17
For the day you eat thereof you shall surely die.

· The Spirit itself bears witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God. And if children then heirs; heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ.

How do we identify with his resurrection?

Jesus came as the only begotten of the Father.
· John 1: 14 & John 3: 16 (He was the only begotten).

Compare after his resurrection – The first begotten (born) from the dead.
· Romans 8: 29 God found us in Christ before he lost us in Adam.
God knew his people in advance and chose them to become like his son.
Predestinate means – to determine beforehand.
The resurrection of Jesus set in motion a spiritual chain reaction.

· Colossians 1: 18 
· Hebrews 1: 6 
· Revelation 1: 4 – 6 (kings and priests unto God)

We are more than conquerors 

Romans 8: 31 – 39Hebrews 7: 22
Jesus was made a surety of a better covenant.
Surety means – bond or sponsor. 
Matt 20: 28 His life was ransomed for our freedom.
(price of freedom).

· If God be for us, who can be against us.
· He is forever making intercession for us (Hebrews 7: 25).
· More than conquerors through him that loved us.
· Conquerors means - to gain a decisive victory.
· Nothing can separate us from God’s love. That is resurrection power.

1 John 5: 4 – 5
· If we are born of God, we are overcomers (subdue, conquer, prevail, get the victory). Our spiritual position is to reign in life (Romans 5: 17).
· Our faith is the victory and we have all been give ‘the measure of faith”.
· The power to overcome is in believing that Jesus is the Son of God.

Luke 12: 32 
· It’s the Father’s good pleasure to give is the kingdom and it came with the new birth through resurrection power. The kingdom within is all the victory we need to overcome in this world.
Operating in the kingdom (Jesus explains in parables)Parable means:
Comparing one thing with another. In this case using natural examples to explain spiritual truths or an earthly story with a heavenly meaning (Psalm 78: 2).


Know
Perceive, discern, understand, consider or be aware of.

Mark 4: 26 – 32
· The kingdom of God is seed or word activated. We must know this parable above all parables. 
· Kingdom seed will always bring forth kingdom fruit. That’s spiritual law. But it must be sown first.

Galatians 6: 7 
· Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man sows, that shall he also reap.Consider the poor widow whom gave all her living into the temple treasury (Mark 12: 41 – 44)

· The size of the seed is not as important as the faith in it.
· The seed is incorruptible (1 Peter 1: 23).

Faith and understanding
· The kingdom requires trust (faith) over natural understanding. 
· Proverbs 3: 5 – 6
· Psalm 37: 3 – 6
· We don’t need to understand how it works, but believe that it does. 
· Faith is not knowledge and faith is not understanding.
· Faith is a choice, believing is a choice and trusting is a choice.
· We trust God with our heart and not our head. There is a distinction.
· If our thoughts are inconsistent with the Word, cast them down.A stronghold is an imagination, a reasoning, a thought pattern or a mindset. 

· Romans 4: 18 – 22 (Abraham was fully persuaded).Psalm 112: 7-8
His heart is fixed, trusting in the Lord, his heart is established.

· 2 Corinthians 5: 7 (for we walk by faith, not by sight).
· Hebrews 11: 1 (faith is evidence).
· John 20: 24 – 29 (believing is seeing).

The kingdom of God is word activated.
· Faith is a spiritual force which comes from the heart.
· It’s not head knowledge but heart revelation.
· 2 Corinthians 4: 13 (spirit of faith believes and speaks).
· We have not been given the spirit of fear (2 Timothy 1: 7).
· Mark 11: 23 (principle of believing and speaking). 
· Faith and understanding are not the same thing.
· You can believe in your heart and still doubt in your head.
· In the kingdom we live by the word of God (Matthew 4: 4).
· The seed must be sown first in the ground (heart).
· Romans 10: 17 – faith comes by hearing.

Luke 16: 1 – 14 (NLT)
· The dishonest man knew how to work a dishonest system and increase.
· The children of the world are wiser than the children of light.
· The children of light are in an honest system (the kingdom of God) but many don’t receive because they don’t understand how it operates.
· The kingdom – as if a man should sow seed in the ground.
· If they work that system they too will increase. 
· Worldly wealth is a little thing in comparison to true riches of heaven.
A love ruled kingdomWe are not to take thought worrying about natural things. Seek first the kingdom of God.
Luke 12: 32 – Fear not, little flock, for it’s your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.
Mark 12 in context:
Jesus was teaching Pharisees and Sadducees the parable of the evil farmers, taxes for Caesar and the resurrection.


Mark 12: 28 – 34Works means:
To be active or efficient. To be mighty in or to show forth itself.

· A scribe – a man learned in the Mosaic law and the sacred writings, an interpreter, teacher. He examined the more difficult questions of the law.
· He understood the principles of the kingdom and Jesus acknowledged it.
· God is love. Therefore, his kingdom is love ruled. For we are saved by grace through faith
Ephesians 2: 8

· Galatians 5: 5 - 6 (Faith works by love [NLT] – expressing itself in love).
· No love, no faith. No faith, no grace. No grace, no heavenly supply.

Luke 17: 20 – 21The kingdom of God is unseen. When we live by faith, the kingdom is revealed. 

· The kingdom of God is within you.
· Observation means – to watch or inspect. To attend to with the eyes.
· Within means – Inside or in the midst of you. Also translated among you.

Romans 14: 11 – 17 (NLT)
· For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink, but righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Ghost.
· John 6: 63 – It is the spirit that quickens or makes alive. The flesh profits nothing. The words that I speak unto you, they are spirit and they are life. 
· The kingdom of God is not for the flesh but the spirit.

Romans 5: 1 – 5
· God’s love is in us now.
· NLT – he has given us the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts with his love. We can’t serve two master. One produces life and the other produces death.

· The blessings of God come from the inside out.
· Every pursuit in God’s kingdom starts with the word because it is the seed that produces what we need (Matthew 6: 33).
· For us to operate in the kingdom of God we must trust Him, not man.
· We must choose who we will serve and trust (Joshua 24: 15).
Love never fails because God is love.
1 Peter 4: 8 (NKJV)
Above all things have fervent love for one another, for love will covers a multitude of sins (hide or veil).

Matthew 5: 43 - 48
· Jesus was replacing the law with grace.
· Love is a non-negotiable if we want to operate effectively in the kingdom of God.1 John 5: 21-23
God commands us to love.
Faith pleases God.

· Love your enemies.
· Bless them that curse you.
· Do good to them that hate you.
· Pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you.
· Perfect means – Mature, full age or completeness.
The devil’s play book is cause strife among believers. It there is envying and strife in our hearts, love is ineffective. 

John 13: 34 – 35
· Christians are identified by love.
· The light that shine for all the world to see must be the light of love.

James 3: 13 – 18 (KJV & LNT)
· Avoid strife at all costs. Its wisdom is earthly, natural, demonic.
· Envying and strife always gives birth to confusion and every evil work.
· Wisdom from above will always reap a harvest of righteousness.
Who is great and who is least
You will know them by their fruits. Look for fruit of righteousness.

Matthew 23: 1 – 13 (NLT)God has something to work with when we exercise faith.


· We are all equal in the sight of God.
· Those who exalt themselves will be humbles and the humble exalted.
· 1 Peter 5: 5 – 7 (Bible humility is casting your cares upon God).

Moses was the meekest man in the earth (Numbers 12: 3).Numbers 12
Has the Lord only spoken through Moses (Miriam & Aaron.

Korah was a Levite who served in the Lord’s tabernacle, but he wanted the priesthood as well. His rebellion cost him his life.


· Exodus 3: 10 – 12. Who am I… Certainly I will be with you.
· Miriam and Aaron complained about Moses and God was displeased. 
· Numbers 16 - Korah plus two conspired and incited a rebellion against Moses along with another 250 prominent leaders in the community.
Began with 32,000 men and ended with 300 to bring victory. 

Gideon (Judges 6: 12 - 15)
· The Lord is with you mighty man of valour.   
· God called him to defeat the Midianites. 
· I am the least (youngest) in my father’s house. Surely, I’ll be with you.

1 Samuel 16: 7
· Samuel looked at Eliab’s outward appearance and thought surely……
· 1 Samuel 13: 14 & Acts 13: 22 (David was a man after God’s own heart).
· God sees our hearts in church. He sees whether we really intend to follow him or the world. He will let us chose life or death, blessing or curse.

Matthew 11: 28 – 30
· Let me teach you because I am humble and gentle of heart.
· The law was a yoke (to join or coupling), but my joke, my commands are easy to keep.
John 3: 30
Johns said, “He must increase, but I must decrease”.


Matthew 11: 7 – 11 (Luke 7: 24 – 28)
· The least person in the kingdom of heaven is greater than John.
· The greatest among us must serve.
Mark 9: 35
If any man desire to be first, the same shall be last of all and servant of all.
A house divided against itself cannot stand and the devil knows it. Keep strife out at all costs.


Luke 22: 24 - 28 (recorded in Matthew & Mark’s gospels also).
· There was strife among them - who would be the greatest.
· Servanthood is greatness in the kingdom because other benefit.
· Strife always leads to division. It’s Satan’s play book.

Mark 10: 13 - 16
· They brought their children to Jesus to receive a blessing. 
· Much Displeased means – indignation or angry. This was a most forceful rebuke of his disciples.
· We must receive the kingdom of God like a child (totally dependent on God’s grace). It is the trusting ‘child like’ faith of children pleases the Lord. 
· Just as a child looks to their parents to supply their daily needs, so should we look to the Lord who has promised to supply all our needs.
· In humility we must share this gospel of grace (the Kingdom) to all who are willing to hear and receive. That’s great in the sight of God.Matthew 18: 6
If anyone causes one of these little one (those who believe in me) to stumble, it would be better for them to have a large millstone hung around their neck and to be drowned in the depths of the sea. 


Principles of the kingdomGod is never impressed with how much truth is contained in falsehood. God is not a man that he should lie.
Only the Son (who is truth) can make you free.  No king, no kingdom.


In order to operate in God’s kingdom, we must live by the truth of the word.

John 8: 31 – 32 Prov 14: 12
Prov 16: 25
Rights means straight.

Make means:
To liberate, deliver or exempt.


· The truth shall make you free (unhooked from the world system). 
· There is a way which seems right unto a man.  Only truth can free us.
· Jesus is ‘The Way, The Truth and The Life (John 14: 6).
· The gospel of the kingdom can never be compromised.2 Tim 2: 15
Rightly Dividing the word of truth – to make a straight cut. Proceed on straight paths.


· The kingdom of God is not multi-faith. It’s one way.

Proverbs 4: 19 
· The way of the wicked is as darkness. 
· They know not at what they stumble.  They are easy prey for the devil.

Matthew 4: 3 - 11. We can’t serve two masters. 
Joshua said, “Choose you this day who you will serve.”

· Satan offered Jesus a counterfeit kingdom. Jesus resisted with the word. 
· We worship the Lord and serve him only. 
· That’s how we are to resist (James 4: 7).

1 John 2: 15 – 17 (NLT)Jesus was tempted in these three areas. 


· Do not love the world or the things it offers you.
· Lust of the flesh, lust of the eyes and the pride of life.
· What God requires above all else is faith in Him (faith in what he said).

God is not moved by need alone, but does respond to faith (John 4: 24).Sidon was the county of Jezebel and the centre of Baal worship. She was the daughter of the King of the Sidonians. Her heritage was idol worship and she married King Ahab.


1 Kings 17: 8 - 16 (Elijah and the widow woman – a picture of grace). In the natural, the Prophets request seemed arrogant and uncaring. The seed of faith has to be sown first.

· Zarephath was a city near the region of Sidon (pagan).
· The woman was not an Israelite, not among the chosen people.
·  Yet 7,000 in Israel had not bowed their knees to Baal.
· God required a seed to activate supernatural heavenly supply.
· God chose the woman even before she knew it. The grace of God.
· The bread was seed. Remember, the kingdom of God is as of a man should cast seed into the ground (Mark 4: 26).
· The widow’s situation was desperate, but God’s plan of deliverance was supernatural, not natural. It required faith. 
· Compare with Luke 4: 24 – 27.   God had withdrawn his grace from Israel and now he was sending it to Sidon. The widow was taking Israel’s place.
· God was taking the fight to the ‘seat of satan’. It was this Israelite worship of Baal which was challenged by Elijah in his famous conflict with the prophets of Baal on Mt. Carmel (1 Kings 18).

Luke 5: 3 – 11Peter had already sown his boat as seed for Jesus to teach from. He didn’t understand the principle of sowing and reaping. 

· Peter and the catch of fish. Obedience is key.
· God is our only source and wants to supply all our needs (Phil 4: 19).
· In the world system there is toil (to work hard, labour, feel fatigue or wearied). But the kingdom supplies if you seek it first.
· Letting down the net was seed, which activated a kingdom response.
· Multiplication – a boat sinking load of fish.
· If you have a need, so a seed.  Connects you to the supernatural.
Making a demand on the kingdomKingdom – God’s way of doing things. His method of operation.

Only Jesus can build his church, not man.
John 6: 63 NLT Human effort accomplishes nothing (the flesh profits nothing).


Matthew 16: 13 – 19 & 18: 18 – 20Matthew 16: 18
Revelation knowledge advances the kingdom of God.

Matthew 6: 10
Your kingdom come your will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.

· The keys denote power and authority since the keeper of the keys has power to open and to shut (Matthew 28: 18 – 20).
· To bind (forbit, prohibit, or lock). To loose (permit or open).
· We make a demand on the kingdom by exercising our authority as believers according to his word. It doesn’t just come automatically. 
· Two in agreement is powerful if its according to his will (1 John 5: 14-15).
· We must have understanding on how to work the kingdom of God.Heaven- no tears, no more death, neither sorrow or crying or pain.

· If you plant the seed of the word in your heart and declare it by faith, you work the Kingdom of God.
· For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks.Satan can’t steal or corrupt what’s deposited in heaven.

· Mark 11: 22 – 24 (words turn the keys that lock or loose).Remember, the children of the world are wiser than the children of light.

· “Lazarus come forth” was a demand on the kingdom by faith. 
· Satan can’t touch our heavenly account (Matthew 6: 19 - 21).
· Satan can’t occupy the same kingdom as Jesus (Colossians 1: 13).
· However, he can oppress, build strongholds, cause harm, trouble and deceive to stop us entering in. Delivered from the power of darkness and translated into the kingdom of his dear son.


The enemy of the kingdom
· Ephesians 6: 10 – 17
· 2 Timothy 1: 7 – The world system is fear based (seeing, not believing).
· People aren’t our enemy, but the demonic spirits who manipulate and influence them are. We never use our authority to control people but to enforce Satan’s defeat. Remember, we have the keys that open and shut.
· Luke 9: 51 – 56. The warfare is spiritual not natural.
· Operating in the kingdom brings persecution.Mark 4: 17
Remember, when affliction or persecution arises for the word’s sake, they are offender.

· Some will persecute us for operating in faith because they don’t understand how the kingdom works.2 Corinthians 10: 3 – 5
Our weapons are not natural but spiritual. The flesh can never have victory over the spirit. The Word of God is a two-edged sword, so use it to good effect.

· Matthew 5: 11 – 12
· 2 Timothy 3: 12
· 1 Peter 5: 8 - 9 (NLT)

Identity theft
Matthew 4: 4
· An identity thief’s sole objective is to access what belongs to you.Demonic spirits fear believers who know their authority in Christ, because they are subject to them.

· Ephesians 1: 3 – we have been blessed with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.
· That’s our position of dominion in the realm of the spirit.
· 2 Corinthians 5: 17 – no past, only a glorious future in Christ.
· 2 Peter 2: 1 – 4 (we have all things now. They are available to us).

Luke 22: 28 - 31
· Satan has desired to sift you as wheat (to shake in a sieve or an inward agitation to try one’s faith to the verge of overflow). 
· Jesus prayed that his faith would not fail.
· Jesus is forever interceding for those who come to God. We are not alone. 
Ambassadors of the kingdomAmbassador
An accredited diplomat sent by a state as it’s permanent representative in a foreign country.

Qualification for kingdom ambassadors – sonship.


2 Corinthians 5: 17 – 21 (NLT)

We are ambassadors sent to represent the king and his kingdom.Does our life reflect that great honour. Is our fruit good.


As ambassadors of the kingdom, we have not come into the world to take sides, but to take over. (Only used twice in NT – to act as a representative).
· Don’t look back on the old, it will compromise the new.Reconciliation
An exchange or restoration to divine favour.


· We speak what he authorises us to speak. The message is restoration.To restore to friendship or
Harmony. 

· We must speak the love language to represent the kingdom.
· We must speak life and not death, faith and not fear.
Not the traditions of men or religious law.

Matthew 24: 14
· And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then the end shall come.
Diplomatic Immunity
Protects representatives from prosecution in the receiving state for the entire period in which they hold their diplomatic post.

Romans 10: 5 – 11 (NLT)
· This is the gospel Jesus was referring to.

Diplomatic Immunity
Acts 19: 8
And he went into the synagogue and spoke boldly for three months, disputing and persuading the things concerning the kingdom of God. 

· We qualify as ambassadors in a foreign jurisdiction. However, we must speak what the King says. We are bringing the kingdom of God to earth.
· We have diplomatic immunity from prosecution by the ‘accuser of the brethren’. We are not subject to Satan’s demonic ‘world system’. I’m not talking about the laws of the land. I’m talking about the curse that still influences the earth today.Our faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God.

· Acts 26: 14 – 18 (there eyes must be opened to truth).
· 1 Corinthians 2: 1 – 5 (just Jesus and him crucified).
· 1 Corinthians 2: 12 – 14 (natural man can’t receive spiritual things).
· 2 Corinthians 4: 4 – 7(KJV & NLT) – treasure in fragile clay jars.

Ephesians 6: 20To speak freely

· Paul was an ambassador in bonds.
· Boldly means – frank in utterance or confident in spirit or demeanour.
 
John 20: 21
· Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father has sent me, even so send I you. 
· Consider Mark 5: 19 (the man delivered of Legion).
· He immediately qualified as an ambassador for the gospel.

Acts 4: 19 – 20The power is in the name. That’s why Satan fears the name of Jesus spoken in faith.

· Verse 7 – By what power or by what name have you done this.
· Peter and John spoke with boldness.
· Commanded them not to speak at all nor teach in the name of Jesus.
· For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard.
· A faithful ambassador never goes off script.
· We must do likewise and preach the gospel of the kingdom.
The multiplication principlesGod is our source, not man.  Our supply comes not from our job, but from the Word that we know and seed that we sow (Matthew 6: 33).

Separating from the world’s system is an act of faith, but in doing so, you activate the supernatural blessing of the kingdom.



Matthew 14: 14 – 21 (15: 34)
· The feeding of the five thousand was a demonstration of the supernatural operation of the kingdom. Faith unhooks us from the world’s limitations and connects us to God’s unlimited heavenly supply.
· How many loaves do you have (Mark 6: 38).  Do you have seed?
· Something must be blessed before it can be multiplied. In other words, it has to be given to the Lord first. Bring them to me.
· The seed passed through the master’s hand first.
· God’s system is one of supernatural deposit and return.
· Regardless of what happens to the world’s system, we’ll always have more than enough when we lay up treasures in heaven (Matt 6: 19 – 20).The tithe is the umbilical cord to the blessing. 

· Your finances will only multiply when the Lord puts His blessing on it.
· Had the disciples eaten the seed, it would have remained five loaves and two fish. 
· However, the seed was twice sown (Jesus first, then the disciples) and the blessing enabled about 15 to 20 thousand people to be fed.

2 Kings 4: 1 – 7 (NLT)
· The woman was in a desperate situation because of debt.The woman did as she was told. Obedience is key.

· The husband feared the Lord. There were treasures stored up in heaven.
· Notice Elijah’s response, “What seed do you have?” 
· Nothing at all except this flask of oil. Don’t underestimate the seeds value.
· The woman acted in faith on the word of the prophet. 
· We act in faith according to the written word of God.

Mark 10: 17 – 31 (The rich young ruler)From the three gospels we know:
-He was young.
-He was a ruler.
-He was rich.

· He was relying on self-righteous obedience to the law of Moses.
· He was a faithful tither to God, but he lacked. Give to God what’s God’s.
· Jesus didn’t ask him to tithe, he asked him to sell and give. 
· This was a test of his heart as his trust was in riches (verse 24). God will always return on the seed sown. Giving activate God’s provision from treasures in heaven. That’s the way of the kingdom.


· Jesus was telling the rich man to make a deposit of faith in him and his kingdom would return on the seed faith that was sown.
· Luke 12: 34 (where you treasure is there will your heart be also).
· Possessions had him and he wouldn’t let go of them.
· His trust was in riches, not in God who is our source (Philippians 4: 19). 
· The ruler lacked the revelation of sowing and reaping. He was overtaken by fear of loss and didn’t obey Jesus.
· What you have left to follow Jesus and the gospel shall be returned one hundred-fold now in this time – with persecutions.
Egypt is a type of the world. I will be with you and bless you.

Genesis 26: 1 – 6 & 12 - 16 (NLT)
· Follow God’s word and live in the blessing.
· Isaac sowed in famine and he reaped a hundred-fold return.
· Envy tries to stop the blessing, but you can’t curse what God has blessed.
· If you have a need, sow a seed. See activates the multiplication principle. 
Being in the world, but not of itTribulation
Pressure, anguish
burden, persecution
distress or trouble.

God has ways to guard, preserve and protect us in this evil world system (the kingdom of darkness). The truth 
(the Word) is key to walking in victory.


John 17: 15 – 21God wants us here to reveal his kingdom to a lost world.

· Jesus did not pray that we should be taken out of the world.
· He prayed that we would be kept (guard or preserve) from the evil.
· Yet in John 16: 33 he said that in the world you shall have tribulation.
· Why? Because the world is not his kingdom. 

John 18: 33 – 38 (NLT)
· My kingdom is not of this world.John 14: 6.
Jesus is truth.
He came full of grace and truth. He is the Word of God. 

· Pilate couldn’t recognise truth when he was talking to “Truth” himself.Satan’s kingdom tries to imitate God, but it’s a fake, a counterfeit.

· 1 Corinthians 2: 12 (We have not received the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God).
· 1 John 2: 15 – 16 (Love not the world neither what it offers). 
· Agapao - Don’t be content with things, fond of and well pleased. 

Matthew 26: 53
· Jesus could have prayed and his Father would have given him more than twelve legions of angels (72,000). Presently means – to stand beside.

Angels indeed ministered to Jesus during his earthly ministry.
· Matthew 4: 11 (ministered means – to be an attendant or to wait upon).
· Luke 22: 42 – 43 (Strengthening means – to invigorate or make strong).
The angel Gabriel ministered to Mary before Jesus was born and angels were present at the tomb after his resurrection.  
· Jesus was well taken care of by his Father, so are we if we stay connected to his kingdom by and through his word. 
· Remember, God allows what we allow.  

The operation of angels
Throughout scripture, angels have been on assignment, supporting God’s people. They deliver, protect, act as messengers and guide us in the earth. They are not to be worshipped or prayed to. Acknowledge their presence and capabilities.
Psalm 34: 7
The angel of the Lord encamps round about them that fear him, and delivers them.

Psalm 91: 1 – 12
· Protection is conditional (note verses 1 – 3). 
· To keep you (guard, protect, hedge about).
Psalm 103: 20 - 21
· Angels obey the word of the Lord. They do his pleasure (or will).To minister
To serve, aid or to wait upon.


Hebrews 1: 14
· They are all ministering spirits, but can take on human form.
· They minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation.  An angel appeared to Philip in Acts 8: 26
An angel appeared to Cornelius in Acts 10: 3

Matthew 18: 10
· Their angels do always behold the face of my father in heaven.
Acts 12: 5 – 11 (note verse 15. They dismissed Peter as “his angel”.
· Peter was delivered from prison by an angel. 
Acts 27: 20 – 24
· Angels protected 276 lives onboard the ship Paul was sailing in.
Shine as lights in the WorldJohn 8: 12
I am the light of the world. He that follows me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life. 
Men love darkness rather than light, because their deeds are evil.


Philippians 2: 12 – 16 (KJV & NLT)
· Once we have the kingdom inside us, the Holy Spirit will help us get the world out. Only then can we be in the world but not of the world.Holding forth
To retain or to pay attention to.


Matthew 5: 14 – 16We are like a lighthouse, warning people of impending danger.

· You are the light of the world.
· To shine is to be luminous. There is a fire within us.
· John 1: 4 - 5 (NLT). The light shines in darkness and the darkness can never extinguish it.

1 Peter 2: 9 – 12 (NLT)
· God has called us out of darkness into his wonderful light.
· Colossians 1: 13 (who has delivered us from the power of darkness and has translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son).
We are delivered. Redemption is a finished work. 2 Corinthians 2: 11
We are not ignorant of his devices (evil purposes).

2 Corinthians 11: 14 
Marvel not, for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light.

· When God loaded the kingdom within us, he designed it to meet our every need. BUT BE WARNED.
· Satan keeps his advantage when people remain in darkness. They have no light, no knowledge and no revelation of God.  2 Cor 4: 3 – 4
Satan’s keep people from seeing the light through a veil of deceit.

· The world is deceived, but the church is not (Rev 12: 9).
· We keep the world out by getting the word in.

Romans 12: 1 – 3 (KJV & NLT)Transformed 
Metamorphosis – a change of the form or nature of a thing or person into a completely different one.


· Be not conformed (fashioned alike) to this world. 
· Don’t blend like camouflage, but glow in the dark as holy ones ‘separated’ unto God.
· Be transformed by the renewing of your mind (understanding).
· Renewing means – renovation or a complete change for the better. 
· Ephesians 2: 1 – 6 (this is our current reality).There is a God side and a man side. We can’t do His part and He won’t do our part.


Galatians 1: 1 – 4
· We have been delivered from this present evil world (age).

Ephesians 5: 6 - 11 
· Let no man deceive you with vain words (empty or devoid of truth).
· Walk as children of light.
· You will know them by their fruit (righteous or unrighteous fruit).
· Have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them (admonish or rebuke).

Psalm 119: 105 & 130The word is a search light to the soul.

· His word is a lamp to my feet and a light (illumination) to my path.
· The entrance of his word gives light (sets on fire).
· Psalm 119: 9 – 11 (David hid the word in his heart that he might not sin against God). Hid means to treasure, protect, esteem or to store up.
· 1 Peter 1: 23 – 25 (The word of the Lord lives and abides forever).
Inheriting the kingdomThe unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God.
1 Corinthians 6: 9 – 11
Ephesians 5: 1 - 5
Colossians 3: 5 – 10
Revelation 21: 7 - 8


Matthew 6: 31 – 33
· Those who seek the kingdom of God will find it.First – first in time, place, order or importance.

· Seek means - to worship, desire, endeavour, require or strive for.
· Matthew 7: 7
· Isaiah 55: 6 - 7
· Hebrews 11: 6 (our God is a giver, not a taker).

Luke 12: 29 – 32
· Firstly, fear not. It’s the Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.
· To think well or willingness. To grant to the one asking.1 Corinthians 15: 50
Flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God. Neither does corruption inherit incorruption.


Matthew 5: 20Flesh and blood did not reveal to Peter that Jesus was the Christ.

· We inherit the kingdom through grace, not self-righteous effort.
· It’s not of works so no man can boast (Ephesians 2: 8 – 9).
· Our works (or performance) don’t qualify us. Jesus sacrifice did.
· The kingdom is covenant backed.  It’s a grace gift for all who will believe.
· Romans 10: 1 – 3
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Galatians 3: 29 - 4: 7 (NLT)Romans 8: 17 Heirs of God and joint-heirs with Christ.

· Unless we mature in God, we are no different than servants. 
· Even though God has given us the entire kingdom, we can remain slaves to the world system even though we are rightful heirs.
· A lack of maturity can result in the sinful nature dominating.
 
Galatians 5: 16 – 22 (NLT)
· Living by the Spirits power. The spirit makes no provision for the flesh.
· Fruit will always reveal the heart.
 Grace and peace be multiplied through the knowledge of God

The knowledge of God
2 Peter 1: 1 – 4Partaker means: an associate, a companion or a partner. 

· If we don’t have the knowledge of God, we can’t come out of the world’s system and into the kingdom’s reality.
· John 8: 32 – You shall know the truth and the truth shall make you free.
· The knowledge of God is revealed by the spirit (revelation).Proverbs 2: 4
If you seek the word, you will find the knowledge of God.

· Exceeding great and precious promises have been given to us.Hosea 4: 6
Destroyed
To fail or perish, or to be cut off.

· Better covenant with better promises (Hebrew 8: 6).
· God’s word is his promises. He is committed to his word.
· Hosea 4: 6 – My people are destroyed for a lack of knowledge. Because they have rejected knowledge, I will also reject them.

A new reality

Colossians 3: 1 – 3
· Direct your mind on this above, not on things in the earth.
· We have eternal life now, 
· God has raised us up together and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus (Ephesians 2: 6).  Seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness and all these things shall be added unto you.  It’s yours for the taking.
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