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God pleasing faith
Not man pleasing unbelief
· Hebrews 11: 5 – 62 Peter 2: 4
Exceeding great and precious promises.

· Rewarder – one who pays wages, a remunerator (mediate the promises).
· Diligently – to search out or investigate, crave or demand (Prov 2: 1 - 5).
· Psalm 35: 27 (pleasure means – delight in or willing) Prosperity 
Shalom – peace, health, rest, safety, favour, soundness, whole, well, completeness.


Hebrews 3: 17 – 4: 2 (grieved means – displeased with).
· The word preached (the word of hearing) did not profit them.Jesus said we are going over, not going under.

· They did not believe what they heard.  Faith did not come.John 8: 29. 
For I do always those things that please him.

· They were not united to them that ‘heard’ (Joshua and Caleb).
· Faith is always at rest (Mark 4: 35 – 41). Storms did not concern Jesus.

Matthew 3: 17 & Matthew 17: 5Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, in favour with God and man.
He grew physically and spiritually at the same time.

· This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.
· The transfiguration – hear him.
Luke 13: 11
Much displeasure (indignation) that Jesus healed the woman on the Sabbath.

Mark 10: 13 - 16
· Jesus was much displeased (moved with indignation).

Why is faith so important to God?Genesis 1: 28
God blessed man by saying. Satan stole it but Jesus won it back through conquest.

· We are made in the image and likeness of God.
· We were created living speaking spirits.
· He wants us to walk in the “dominion blessing”.

The just shall live by faith
· Three times mentioned in the New Testament (Romans 1:17, Galatians 3:11 and Hebrews 10:38). Once in the Old Testament (Habakkuk 2: 4). 

We are saved by faith
· Ephesians 2: 8 – 9
· Romans 10: 9 – 10 (believe with the heart and confess with the mouth). 

We walk by faith and not by sight
· 2 Corinthians 5: 7
· Mark 10: 46 – 52 (Blind Bartimaeus saw through the eyes of faith).
· Abrahams faith – He believed God and he was counted as righteous.
· Abraham was willing to sacrifice his son on an alter at God’s direction.

We fight the good fight of faith (1 Timothy 6: 12)Romans 8: 8
But they that are in the flesh cannot please God.

· 2 Timothy 4: 7 (A faith fight can’t be fought or won in the natural).
The woman with the issue of blood would have bled to death without a fight.

There is victory in faith.
· 1 John 5: 4 – 5
· We have victory because Jesus has overcome the world.
· 2 Corinthians 2: 14 – We always triumph in Christ (to conquer or to give victory).
What is faith?Luke 9: 57 - 62
No man having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God (well-placed or useful).
The world with its system is spiritually bankrupt. That’s why we are not to love the world or what it offers


Hebrews 10: 35 – 11: 1 (pleasure - to think well of).
· They turn away from God to their own destruction.
· Consider Lot’s wife – escape for your life (Genesis 19: 17 & 26).Just
Righteous
(right with God)
Innocent
Faultless
Guiltless
Approved & acceptable

Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.

Faith means – assurance, believe.
Substance means – confidence or assurance. Inspiration
Only used once in NT and means “God breathed”.

Hope means – expectation or trust (hope is an anchor of the soul).
Evidence means – Proof or conviction (only used twice in New Testament).
2 Timothy 3: 16 – All scripture is given by inspiration of God and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness). 
Faith doesn’t deny the natural, it speaks to the natural.

Faith activates the kingdom of God, whereas fear activates the kingdom of darkness. 

· It is a spiritual force which enables us to access the grace of God, and the free gift of righteousness (Romans 5: 17 – 20). 
· Faith doesn’t change what God has already declared.  He is unchanging.Dominion
Rule
Reign
Dominate

· Faith will however, change things and circumstances (dominion blessing).
· Faith enables us to exercise our authority as believers.
· Have faith in God - who never fails (Mark 11: 22 & 1 Corinthians 13: 8).
· If the word isn’t working in our lives, we seek the Lord for understanding. 

Faith requires believing 

Hebrews 11:6
“But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that comes to God must believe that he is and that he is a rewarded of them that diligently seek him”.
John 5: 44
John 12: 42-43
They played honour games, loving the praise of men.


· 1 John 5: 1 – 5 (only believers are born of God).
· John 5: 39 – 47 (we must believe the written Word of God).
· John 6: 28 – 29 (believe on him who he has sent).
· Luke 16: 27 – 31 (Jesus said that raising someone from the dead, in itself, won’t persuade someone to believe).Jesus trusted the written word of God.

· Jesus was affirming the integrity of God’s word. 
 
The faith of Abraham (Romans 4: 18 - 22)
· Abraham believed God instead of considering his own body.
· Full persuaded that what God had promised, he was able to perform. 

Genesis 15: 1 – 6
· Abraham believed and the Lord declared him righteous.Galatians 3: 5-9 (NLT)
The real children of Abraham are those who put their faith in God.


· God’s vision for Abraham was BIG.  We are Abrahams seed and heirs.
· Hebrews 11: 17 – 19 (NLT).  Abraham believed that God would raise His only son Isaac from the dead. Because of this amazing faith, God had to offer His only Son (Genesis 22: 1 – 10).
· His “right believing” accessed the grace of God.
· Our “right believing” also accesses the grace of God through faith in Jesus Christ. We are putting our faith in Jesus (Romans 3: 21 – 23). 
How does faith come?Isaiah 52: 7 (NLT)
How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of the messenger who brings good news, the good news of peace and salvation, the news that the God of Israel reigns. 
Preaching proclaims.
Teaching explains.


Romans 10: 17 
Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of God.  Based on the facts of God’s Word. We must feed our faith like we feed our body.
Sozo means:
To save, deliver, protect, heal, preserve, do well and make whole. 

· They hear first.
· Then they believe.
· Then they call upon the name of the Lord (they receive).Call upon
Invoke or make an appeal

· The sinner on the cross called (Luke 23: 42).
· Saul on the road to Damascus called (Acts 9: 5).
· The greatest act of humility in Jesus was being lifted up as the lamb sacrifice. The greatest act of humility in man is repetency.

The hearing must precede the believing (How shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard – Romans 10: 13 – 15 (Send, preach, hear, believe, call).

Unbelief comes by hearing the philosophies of men and listening to the word of the world (Colossians 2: 6 - 8 KJV & NLT). Romans 12: 1-2
We must not conform to the world, but be transformed through mind renewal.


It is His Word that gives birth to faith.  Faith would not exist apart from God’s living word (1 Peter 1: 23). Faith is a spiritual force.

Note: Faith doesn’t come because of need or circumstances.  Otherwise we would all be faith giants.  The word ignites faith in a believer’s heart.Romans 12: 3
To every man that believes has been given the measure of faith.


Jesus is the author and finisher of our faith.  It starts and ends with Him.
Hebrews 12: 2 (NLT – Jesus initiates and perfects our faith).

Luke 5: 15
But so much more went there a fame (Logos) abroad about him: and great multitudes came to hear, and to be healed by him of their infirmities.   

Bible examples of this principle:  Jesus preached taught and healed everywhere he went.
Mark 16: 20
Signs and wonders will always confirm the preached word because faith comes.
Acts 3: 22
For Moses truly said unto the fathers, A prophet shall the Lord your God raise up unto you of your brethren, like unto me: him shall you hear in all thinks whatsoever he shall say to you.


Matthew 4: 23 – 25
Matthew 9: 35 
Mark 3: 7 – 8
Luke 6: 17 - 19

Mark 5: 27 (the woman with the issue of blood heard of Jesus).
Mark 7: 25 (the Syrophoenician woman heard of Jesus and fell at his feet).
Mark 10: 46 (Bartimaeus heard of Jesus and began to cry out).
Luke 7: 1 – 3 (The centurion when he heard of Jesus, made a faith demand). 

· The gospel is the word of the kingdom and that is seed we sow.
· The word is incorruptible seed and faith filled. The life is in the seed.
· No word, No faith.  No faith, no grace.  No grace, no divine favour and blessing from heaven. Remember, active faith takes a hold of the grace of God. So then, faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of God

The Word must be heard and believed to profit.

Hebrews 4: 1 - 2
· But the word preached did not profit them, not being mixed with faith.Well able 
means Prevail 

Faith enables

Unbelief disables.

· Profit means – to be useful, to benefit, advantage or prevail.
· Numbers 13: 28 – 33 (they brought up an evil report. That is a report that contradicts God’s word).
· Caleb stilled the people and said ‘we are well able to overcome it’.
· The ten spies said, ‘we are not able to go up against the people.’

John 8: 43 - 47
· Why do you not understand my speech? Because you cannot hear my words.So they cannot see the light of the gospel.

· 2 Corinthians 4: 3 – 4 (Satan blinds the minds of them that believe not).
· 1 Corinthians 1: 2: 14 (natural man cannot receive spiritual things).

Mark 6: 1 – 6
· They didn’t hear the word. He who has ears to here, let him hear.We don’t debate truth, we receive truth.
Mighty works means “Dynamis”
Miraculous power. This is the force of faith.

· They saw a carpenter, not a conqueror. 
· Their hearing resulted in questioning and scoffing, not believing.
· They were offended at him – means to entrap, trip up, a stumbling block, entice to sin or a snare.
· Couldn’t do Mighty work – Dynamis (miraculous power / God power).
· The power flow of God was been limited to Jesus laying his hands on a few sick people, and healed them).  
· Unbelief was the reason (not mixed with faith in them that heard it).Leviticus 25: 9
Acceptable year of the Lord (restoration, liberation & freedom).

· They didn’t recognise the anointing (Luke 4: 18 and Act 10: 38).

During the ministry of Jesus
· John 6: 63 – 69 (Jesus was declaring that he was the bread of life).
· Many disciples went back and walked no more with him (Heb 10: 38-39).

Zachariah didn’t believe
· Luke 1: 6 – Zachariah and Elizabeth were both righteous and walked in all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless.Abraham considered not his own body now dead.

· Luke 1: 18.  He was looking at natural circumstances, rather than believing the spoken word from the angel Gabriel.
· His mouth was silenced to ensure the angels words came to pass.
· Mary questioned ‘how’ but never doubted (Luke 1: 34 & 38). Be it unto me according to your word.

The disciples after Jesus resurrection
· Mark 16: 9 – 14
· They heard but believed not.
· Jesus rebuked them for their hardness of hearts.
· Thomas (John 20: 24 – 29)
· Blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believe.
· We walk by faith and not by sight (2 Corinthians 5: 7)
How is faith released
Genesis 2: 7
We are living, speaking spirits. This creative ability is unique to man. You can’t have dominion without speaking words of life.


Faith is released by words (unbelief is released the same way).
· Hebrews 11: 1 - 3
· Genesis 1: 1 – 3 (‘and God said’ - 11 times).
· There is no active faith without words. 
· Faith always speaks (2 Corinthians 4: 13). 

Mark 11: 22 – 25 Mark 9: 22-23 
Jesus response, “If you can believe, all things are possible to him that believes.

· You can have what you say. It didn’t say you can have what you believe. 
· Are your words in harmony with your believing?
· The believing always precedes the receiving. Take it now in faith.
· You can doubt in your head but still believe in your heart, because faith is produced in the recreated human spirit (a spiritual force, not natural).
· If you can do anything, have compassion on us and help us.
Opposite ends of the social order. The synagogue rule and a woman with a bleeding disorder, making her unclean under Levitical law.

Mark 5: 21 – 43 (The woman and Jairus- respected religious leader v outcast)The Anointing
The healing power of God is transferred through the anointing.

Matt 14: 35–36
Luke 6: 17 – 19
Acts 5: 14 - 16
Acts 19: 11

Acts 10: 38
Luke 4: 18
Anointing power
Healing power.




· Jairus was a ruler of the Synagogue in Capernaum.
· Jairus spoke words – v23.
· The woman spoke words – v28 (Leviticus 15: 25 - 27)
· Power went out (Dynamis) same word used in Luke 5: 17 & 6: 19).
· Disciples said “You see” – v 31. Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. Jesus was seeing through spiritual eyes.
· Many in the crowd that day touched Jesus, but her touch was intentional, sincere and humble - filled with faith and expectation.
· Jesus made a request to know who touched him, but for the woman it was embarrassing, daunting, even humiliating.  Jesus had purpose in asking.
· It gave the woman an opportunity to obey.
· It was a witness to others.
· Could this have been a great encouragement to Jairus who was standing in faith for his daughter?
· Jesus confirmed her relationship and commended her faith.
· Jesus reassured her of her complete healing and wholeness. 

· Apparent delays can rob us of our faith (2 Corinthians 4: 17 – For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, works for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory)
· John 11: 1 – 6 (Lazarus - sickness not unto death.  Jesus abode two days).
· Death didn’t trouble (harass) Jesus v35
· Jesus dominated fear with words – v36 (be not afraid, only believe what you have said). When fear knocks, let faith answer the door (John 14: 27 & John 16: 33).
· Jesus is no respecter of persons.  He responded to their faith with equal love, mercy, power and willingness to heal.
· Faith calls those things that are not as though they were – faith is the evidence of things not see (child was dead but he called her alive). Romans 4: 17
· Jairus got exactly what he said v 41.
Speak the word onlyNo active faith without words

Jesus heals a Centurion’s servant (Matthew 8: 5 – 13 & Luke 7: 1 – 10)
· A local centurion who would have known about Jesus and his ministry activities.  After all, this was Jesus ministry headquarters and home town.  The Centurion recognised him as LORD.
Supreme in authority, master.

· The centurion would have received daily ‘intelligence briefings’ regarding the crowds, the religious Jews and the miracles performed by Jesus.  It was his job to keep the peace and ensure civil order through law enforcement.  
· Remember, the Jews were under Roman occupation at the time of Jesus. 
· Yet in that environment, Jesus credited this man with ‘great faith’.

Matthew
· Jesus said, “I will come and heal him”. Why?  He wasn’t from the lost sheep of the house of Israel. He was a Roman soldier.Unworthiness didn’t stop him making the request. He had heard that Jesus was merciful.

· The centurion recognised that he wasn’t worthy (fit in character or good enough) because he was a gentile and not in covenant with Israel.
· The prodigal son declared unworthiness (Luke 15: 21 - 24), but the father wouldn’t hear of it. He declared him ‘my son’.
· His faith spoke - “speak the word only” and my servant shall be healed”. Authority was in the spoken word.
Marvelled
Wonder or admire.
Great faith
Vast or in such quantity.

· He understood authority and recognised the authority of Jesus words.
· He concluded that if a soldier responds to his command, sickness would respond to Jesus words.
· Jesus marvelled at his great faith. Great faith is simply believing God at his word. No other evidence is required.The word is evidence

· The spoken (now written) Word of God was enough.
· He didn’t need natural evidence to support his faith.This healing was a foreshadow of what Jesus came to bring to the earth.

· He expected Jesus words to have authority like his own commands.
· Jesus said go your way, and as you have believed, so be it done unto you.
· Faith is a servant of the believer. It will obey you (Luke 17: 5 – 6).
· We put our ’servant’ to work by speaking words that agree with the promises of God. Idle words = idle servants.

Compare quantities of faith: 
· Mark 4: 40 (no faith – Why are you so fearful? How is it that you have no faith?).
· Matthew 14: 25 - 31 (You of little faith – why did you doubt). God will always reward faithfulness.


· John 20: 27 (Faithless – unbelieving / without trust in God). 
· We have all been given ‘the measure’ of faith (Romans 12: 3).

Luke The centurion got what he believed for.
He applied the faith principle of Mark 11: 23. 


· He valued his servant (dear unto him – held in honour, prized or precious). That tells you something about the centurion’s heart.  The servant was ‘ready to die’.
· The elders of the Jews interceded for him saying that he was worthy (deserving of due reward) for whom he should do this. He loves our nation and he has built us a synagogue.
· Did this activate the blessing of Abraham on this gentile soldier? 
· Genesis 12: 1 – 3 & Galatians 6: 6 – 10.
· The centurion displayed humility and respect. 
· Say a word and my servant shall be healed. That was great faith.
Two kinds of faithMatthew 6:33
Seek first the kingdom of God. 
The kingdom actives the blessing of God. Seeking the kingdom must be our highest priority.


John 20: 24 – 29 
Thomas declared that unless he could “see” he would not believe.
· Two kingdoms operating in the earth (light and darkness).
· Believing is a choice of the will.

What we know of Thomas (Didymus which means twin). 
· He was one of the twelve with Jesus during his ministry on the earth.
· Tradition records he became a missionary to India and martyred there.
· He was a logical thinker and had a skeptical mind.
· His doubts were strengthened with words. He wasn’t the only disciple Jesus rebuked for their unbelief and hardness of heart (Mark 16: 9 - 14).

Other scriptures that reference ThomasThe faith way:
Seeing is not believing.
Believing is seeing.

· John 11: 16 (He was courageous, but saw through natural eyes only).
· John 14: 1 – 6 (He relied on natural reasoning).

Seeing Faith- Sense knowledge Faith.
· Trusts in and relies on the natural realm.The nobleman believed 1) that Jesus had to come down to Capernaum to heal his son and 2) Jesus did not have power over death.

· People want evidence or a sign (Matthew 12: 38 – 40). A wicked and adulterous generation seeks after a sign – miracle, token or wonder.
· John 4: 46 – 54 (except you see signs & wonders you will not believe).
· John 6: 29 – 30 (Jesus didn’t want their believing to be based in sight).

Believing Faith- Revealed knowledge Faith. 
· Trusts in and relies on the spirit realm.People have faith in a power company.

· Matthew 16: 13 – 19. The church is built on revelation knowledge.
· 2 Corinthians 5: 7 –We walk by faith, not by sight.
· John 16: 7 – 11 (if I don’t go, the comforter will not come).
· Expedient means – to bear or bring together. Profitable.
· Comforter means – Intercessor, counsellor or advocate.
· John 8: 24 – The condition of salvation is right believing.
 
There is no blessing attached to sense knowledge faith.  The blessing accompanies the believing. “Blessed are they who have not seen, and yet believe.” (John 20: 29).You can’t receive Abraham’s blessing on Thomas’s faith.


Religious faith
· In creeds
· In doctrines
· In denominations
· In kind deeds / good works
· In churches or ministers of the gospel
· In experience (physical evidence must precede believing)

Bible faith rests in quite confidence in what God has said. We need no other evidence but the written word of God.
Look not at the things which are seenLook – To take aim at, to consider or heed, to observe or contemplate. To fix one’s eyes upon.

Affliction - Pressure, anguish, burden, persecution, trouble, tribulation or distress.


2 Corinthians 4:18
· The things which are seen are temporary.  That means they are subject to change. The things which are unseen are eternal.Colossians 3: 2
Set your affections on things above, not on things on the earth. 
Hebrews 11: 1
Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.

· Sense knowledge faith looks at the facts only (subject to change). The word of God is eternal and unchanging.
· Believes what it sees only.
· Trusts in feelings & emotion, rather than the word of God.
· Mark 5:36 - Jesus had to remind Jairus to “be not afraid, only believe” 

Romans 8: 24 - 25
· Hope that is seen is not hope.
· But if we hope for that we see not, then do we with patience wait for it.
· Through faith and patience, we inherit the promises (Hebrews 6: 12).

Elisha and the Shunammite woman.
2 Kings 4: 8 - 37
· A wealthy woman who honoured Elisha the man of God.
· She was rewarded with a child.
· She would not be moved by natural circumstances.
· She maintained a declaration of faith – it is well (shalom / peace).
· First words matter. You can have what you say (Mark 11: 23).Hebrews 11: 35
By faith women received their dead raised to life again.

· Approx. 30 Km journey to Mt. Carmel (minimum 6 hr. donkey ride at a reasonable pace).
· She wouldn’t let go of her faith.
· When fear knocks at the door, let faith answer - it is well.
· She got what she believed for (her son returned to life).

A prophet’s reward
Matthew 10: 41
· He that receives a prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive a prophet’s reward.

2 Kings 8: 1 – 8 
· The Shunammite received her prophet’s reward in full. All that belonged to her was restored. 
· Death and life were in the power of her tongue. She chose life.
· Her faith was indeed God pleasing.

The sense rule mind talks “faith” and acts “reason”.

Proverbs 3: 5 - 6
· Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding.  
· In all your ways acknowledge him and he shall direct your paths.
· It didn’t say trust with all your senses.
· The spirit of faith believes regardless of seeing, hearing or feeling.
	SEEING FAITH                                                               BELIEVING FAITH      


	Doubts the unseen
	Believes the unseen

	Demands evidence
	Accepts truth

	Believes what it sees
	Sees what it believes

	Receives at time of possession
	Receives at the time of believing 

	Relies on the five physical senses
	Relies on the Word of God only

	Rejects truth and accepts fact
	Rejects fact and accepts truth

	Trusts in man (natural realm)
	Trusts in God (spiritual realm)

	Believes through natural eyes
	Believes through spiritual eyes

	Speaks what is seen
	Speaks what is believed

	Will change the word to fit circumstances
	Will change circumstances to fit the word

	Declares what is
	Declares what will be

	Hopes in the promises of God
	Claims the promises of God

	Is uncertain of the will of God
	Knows the will of God

	Believes the Bible is true but does not act
	Believes and acts on the Word of God

	Allows experience to determine belief
	Allows belief to determine experience

	Wavers under pressure
	Stands under pressure

	Relies on self-effort (works)
	Relies on finished works of Jesus (grace)

	Does not please God
	Always pleases God






























The established heart An established heart has more confidence in God’s word than reasoning or natural circumstances.
Psalm 118: 6 – 9
It is better to trust in the Lord than man.

Psalm 112: 1 – 8

His heart is fixed, trusting in the Lord.  His heart is established.Proverbs 29: 25
The fear of man brings a snare.

· Moved means – slip, shake or fall.
· Fixed means – to be firm or stable or firmly established.
· Trusting means – to be confident or sure. Feeling safe or careless.
· Established means – to lean upon or take hold of. To bear up or to stand fast.  A righteous man or woman puts their trust in the Lord.

Genesis 15: 4 - 6
Romans 4: 18 – 22 2 Peter 1: 2 – 4
We have been given exceeding great and precious promises. 
God’s Word is His promise.

· Abraham didn’t consider natural circumstances (his own dead body and the deadness of Sarah’s womb).
· He staggered not at the promises of God through unbelief (waver, doubt or hesitate.  He didn’t withdraw from or oppose).Abraham:
75 - when he left his homeland.
85 - when he received God’s promise. 
86 - when he had Ishmael.
99 when his name was changed.

· He was fully persuaded (to be fully convinced or assured).
· He considered God’s promises only.
· Abraham was not rewarded through any action on his part, he simply believed what God had said. Christianity is right believing, not religion.
· James 1:  5 – 8 (wavering has the same meaning as ‘staggered’).
· A single-minded person is stable or established.

Proverbs 4: 20 – 23Keep it above all keeping.

· Pay attention to the word. Make the word your primary focus.
· To keep your heart means to guard it (to protect or keep a watch).
· Issues of life (NLT – for it determines the course of your life).

Joshua 1: 8 – 9
· Meditate on God’s word day and night.
· Do what it says and prosperity and success will follow. 

Romans 8: 33 – 39 (Apostle Paul)
· More than conquerors – to gain a decisive victory (1 John 4: 4).
· Paul was persuaded that nothing could separate us from God’s love.  
· He was convinced or confident in his belief.

Acts 4: 16 - 20
· Peter and John were established in their hearts.
· For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard. 

What are the attributes of God that would cause us to trust Him?1 John 4: 8
John 1: 14 - 17
Psalm 119: 89
Numbers 23:19
2 Tim 2: 11-13
Psalm 89: 34

· He is love.
· He is full of grace.
· His word is truth and eternally unchanging. God cannot lie.
· He is faithful even when we are not, for he cannot deny himself.
· He is merciful and longsuffering.
· He keeps his covenant with man.
Faith of RahabConsidered among the lowest by society, she acted with the bravery and mind of an army commander.
Israel was still camped on the east side of the Jordan about 25 km from Jericho. News of their victories spread quickly and many would have sought protection within Jericho’s mighty walls. This would prove to be a fatal error.


Rahab who protected the spies (Joshua 2: 1 – 21)What had she heard from her travelling customers? She heard enough to put her trust in the living God.  She heard that the Israelites were to be feared.

· Hebrews 11: 31 tells us that Rahab had faith.
· Rahab fear God more than the king’s command.
· The king’s men believed Rahab.
· Yes, Rahab told lies to protect them, but God looked on her sincere heart.
· She put her life at great risk. Treason would have resulted in a torturous death. 
· She had heard of the God of Israel and knew that he was the Supreme God of the heavens (Joshua 2: 11).
· The spies had to put their trust in a pagan prostitute who believed in their God.
· The ‘Scarlet Rope’ (v. 17 - 18) was a type of blood covering.  It worked for Rahab much as the blood of the Passover lamb had worked for the Israelites during the exodus from Egypt. It represented a covenant with God via Joshua’s messengers.Her house was upon the town wall, and she dwelt upon the wall.

· Rahab was interested in her family’s salvation also, not just hers. 
· About 21 days passed from the time the spies left Rahab to the walls of Jericho falling down. This was a great test of Rahab’s trust in God.

The result
Joshua 6: 23 – 25 (her faith saved her and her family).
· Consider the influence this woman had over her family members and extended family.
· The king’s men.Salmone was the son of Nahshon, a leader if the tribe of Judah and commander of their army. He was also a close associate of Moses and Joshua and brother-in-law of Aaron.

· The spies themselves.
· Rahab became an ancestor of Jesus (Matthew 1: 5). 
· Rahab married Salmone and gave birth to Boaz.
· Boaz married Ruth whom gave birth to Obed.
· Obed was the father of Jessie who brought forth David.
· Rahab indeed married into the royal family of Judah.

James 2: 24 - 25 (commended for her faith)Works means corresponding action.

· Rahab put action (works) to her faith – God pleasing faith.
· Faith without works is dead - not pleasing to God (James 2: 17).

Hebrews 11: 30 - 31
· Within the list of faith champions in Hebrews 11, Rahab is mentioned right after Moses. 

Note
God hates sin but he loves people. He knows how to save those that love him and desire to serve him (2 Peter 2: 9).

Be sure to love everyone and be careful not to judge. We have no idea what is going on in the hearts of individuals.  Rahab’s faith was very pleasing to God and her reward was the privilege of being named in the lineage of Jesus Christ.Jericho’s story was about destruction. Rahab’s story was about restoration.

Don’t follow philosophies or traditions of men

Colossians 2: 6 – 10 (KJV & NLT)Colossians 3: 1 – 3
Set your affections (mind) on things above and not on the earth. For you are dead and your life is hid with Christ in God.

· Teaching builds and establishes faith.Beware:
To perceive, to look at or behold. To take heed.

· Spoil means – to seduce or to carry one off as a captive.
· Philosophy is the natural world view.  It must be rejected.
· Vain deceit - empty delusions. Idle fancies and plain nonsense.
· Tradition of men – transmission.Proverbs 18: 21
Death and life are in the power of the tongue, and they that love it shall eat the fruit thereof.

 

· Man’s idea of the material rather than the spiritual world.
· Baby in the womb is just fetal matter / material.
· Man is a product of evolution.
· When your times up, your time is up.
· They work against the anointing (Christ).

Ephesians 4: 11 – 14 NLT Tossed 
To serge, to fluctuate or to be agitated.


· The local church is very important to spiritual growth. 
· Don’t be tossed and blown about by every wind of new teaching.
· Deceit and trickery are everywhere - lies sounding like truth.

Hebrews 5: 12 - 141 Peter 2: 2
As new born babies, desire the sincere milk of the word that we may grow thereby. 

· We can’t remain babies and unskilled in the word of God.
· Full age means completeness (maturity).
· Reason of use means habit, custom or practice.
· Through exercise (training) we develop the skills to discern (recognise) the difference between right and wrong, good and evil, truth and lie. 

1 Corinthians 3: 1 – 11 The church is always vulnerable to deception when men are exalted.

· Worldly thinking and living weakens our spiritual discernment.
· Man must not be our focus. 
· With it comes envying, strife and division.
· Man’s wisdom is always weak and void of power.
· Ministers and ministries are appointed by God. Our focus must be on God who gives the increase.

2 Peter 3: 16 – 17 (NLT)
· Don’t be led away with the error of the wicked. 
· Remain steadfast in the word by growing in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus.

Galatians 1: 11 – 14
· The gospel Paul preached was not after men.
· Paul was exceedingly zealous of the traditions of the Jews.
· Act 8: 1 – 3
· Acts 9: 1 – 2
· Acts 26: 9 – 11
· 1 Timothy 1: 12 - 14 (NLT) – Paul persecuted the church ignorance and unbelief.
· 1 Corinthians 15: 10 – But by the grace of God, I am what I am.
Finish the course and keep the faithWe are not fighting for victory but from a place of victory.
Paul was again in prison in Rome (about A.D. 66 - 67). This was Paul’s last letter and essentially his last words.



2 Timothy 4: 1 – 8 Passive resistance is not an option.
Never quit or give up.

· [bookmark: _GoBack]I have kept the faith (hold fast).
· Paul fought a good fight by keeping the faith.Hebrews 10: 35
Cast not away your confidence or boldness.

· Hebrews 10: 23 – Hold fast the confession of our faith without wavering.
· James 1: 5 - 8 (a waverer is double minded and unstable in all his ways. They don’t receive from the Lord.

1 Timothy 6: 12 
Fight the good fight of faith (valuable, virtuous, worthy, honourable or noble).

Why does Paul refer to it as a “good fight?”1 Corinthians 15:10
But by the grace of God, I am what I am.


· He didn’t rely on his own strength or ability, he relied totally on God.
· When he was weak, then he was strong – (2 Corinthians 12:10)
· 2 Timothy 3: 10 – 12 (Paul endured but God delivered).
· A good fight is always linked to faith in God and his word.

James 4: 5 - 81 Peter 5: 8 -9
Whom resist steadfast (solid, stable or sure) in the faith.
To stand against, oppose or withstand.

· We don’t fight the devil.  We resist him by fighting the good fight of faith.
· We can’t have faith beyond our knowledge of God’s word.
· Starting this journey as a Christian is relatively easy. But finishing is not, particularly in a world that is hostile to God and his people.
· The Christian life is a marathon, not a sprint. 
· Take note of those who can sprint to the finish line after a lifetime stand.
· We can’t fight when we are running on empty. That’s when we become spiritual hitchhikers. Remember, Satan is a thief first and he wants to take the word.


The fight is a spiritual battle, not natural

2 Corinthians 10: 3 - 5
· The enemy attacks the mind first. He wants you to doubt God’s word.
· The battle ground will always be the mind. Wrong think = wrong speak.
The word is a weapon of war. Sword of the Spirit.
Be strong – empower or enable.

Ephesians 6: 10 – 12 (NLT)
· Successful combat against satan requires a spiritual response, not a natural one. Our fight is not against people. They are not the enemy.
· Jesus response to Satan in the wilderness (Matthew 4: 4).

Understanding your authority as the believerA good soldier knows the strength and weaknesses of his enemy so they can be exploited.

Anyone that has a Bible has the truth, but not everyone that has a Bible knows the truth. 



1. We are seated in heavenly places in Christ Jesus (Ephesians 2:6)
2. All power and authority have been given to us (Matthew 28:18)
3. Authority is transferred and carried out by words.
4. The word allows us to see ourselves the way God sees us – as overcomers (1 John 5: 4 - 5).
5. The word presents an image on the inside - who we are in Christ.
6. The authority of the believer is to be used on earth and not in heaven. It is for the “here and now” (on earth as it is in heaven).
7. We are here to enforce the devil’s defeat, not the other way around.Have you finished your assignment?
Jesus - it is finished and he gave up the Spirit (John 19: 30)
Paul- finished his course, I have kept the faith (2 Tim 4: 7) 
Peter – The Lord showed him that he must soon leave this earthly life (2 Peter 1: 14)
David – After he served in his generation by the will of God, he fell asleep (Acts 13: 36).


Dangers of traditions of men

Matthew 15: 1 - 9 (NLT)
Mark 7: 5 (NLT)
· Traditions of men make the Word of God of no effect.
· They draw you to the will and desires of men, not God.
· Traditions are powerless and deadly.  They will rob you of your faith in God’s Word and replace it with an inferior substitute called reasoning.
· It’s a form of godliness, but denies the power.
· Isaiah 29: 13 (NLT)
· Colossians 2: 20 – 23 (works and human effort will always fail).
· Titus 1: 4 – 16.  Good leadership is crucial
· 2 Timothy 3: 1 – 7 (never able to come to the knowledge of truth).
· Philippians 3: 17 – 19.
· We must cast reasoning down (2 Corinthians 10: 3 – 5 & Prov 3: 5 - 6).

Example of a widely held belief that is not in harmony with Scripture

Not God’s will to heal.
· Yet it is God’s will to save everyone (1 Timothy 2: 4 – saved means Sozo – sound, make whole, heal, safe, deliver, protect, preserve, do well).Common sayings that are cursed:
-When your times up, your time is up.
-I guess it was his time.
-Only the good die young.



· When your number is up. Man is appointed once to die (Heb 9: 27).

What does the word say?

· Genesis 6: 3 (120 years). Compare to Psalm 90: 10.
· Psalm 92: 12 – 15
· Jeremiah 17: 5 – 8. Fruitfulness is not governed by natural circumstances or effort. Compare with Psalm 1: 3.
· 1 Peter 3: 10 – 12 (NLT)Is it pre-determined by God?

Are we authors of our own destiny?

Can words spoken actually lengthen or shorten our days?

Indeed, our creator knows our last day and very breath. But who determines it?


 

· Proverbs 3: 1 – 2
· Proverbs 4: 10
· Proverbs 9: 10 - 11
· Proverbs 10: 27 & Psalm 55: 23
· Proverb 13: 3
· Proverbs 18: 21
· Psalm 91: 16 
· Ephesians 6: 1 - 3
· Joshua 14: 10 -11 (Caleb was as strong as when he was 40 years old).

What defiles a man (defile means – pollute or make unclean)
Matthew 15: 1 – 20 (NLT)
· Blind guides peddle traditions.
· They teach man-made ideas as commands from God.
· Those things which proceed out of the mouth, come forth from the heart.  They defile the man (Matthew 12: 34 – 37 & Isaiah 55: 11). John 6: 63
The spirit makes alive; the flesh profits nothing.  

· We must guard our hearts with all diligence.
· James 1: 26The heart of man is the recreated human spirit. Faith is a spiritual force that proceeds from the heart.

· James 3: 1 - 10
· Proverbs 4: 20 – 24
· Psalm 139: 23 – 24Malachi 3: 13
Your words have been stout against me saith the Lord. 
Stout means – strong, obstinate or withstand.

· Genesis 6: 5
· 1 Peter 3: 10 (NLT)

Psalm 119: 130 – The entrance of his word gives light. It gives understanding unto the simple (foolish, open-minded or seducible). As soon as light comes, faith is there.

Different levels of faith (degrees of faith)

Romans 12: 3
· To every man has been given the measure of faith.
· It’s up to us to develop our faith, not God.

Mark 9: 19
· How is it that you have no faith?

Luke 8: 25
· Misplaced faith. Where is your faith?

Matthew 14: 31
· You of little faith (Peter didn’t stay in little faith).

Romans 4: 19 – 20
· Weak faith and strong faith.

Matthew 8: 10
· Great faith.
· Just speak the word only.
· Faith in God’s word alone without considering any other evidence of circumstance to the contrary.

Believing is an action word.  

Faith will always involve an encounter with Jesus (The Word)
Faith also requires corresponding action
· James 1: 22 – 24 
· Doer means – performer (not just a hearer only)
· Word means Logos (something said)
· Luke 6: 46 – 49 (Building a house on the rock of faith (Jesus) or the sands of doubt and unbelief).
· Only one foundation (1 Corinthians 3: 10 -11)
· Digging deep comes at a cost – Proverbs 2: 1 – 5
· Receive the word and hide it.
· Incline your ear to wisdom and heart to understanding
· Cry for knowledge and lift your voice for understanding
· Seek her as silver
· Search for her as hid treasure
· Then you will understand the fear of the Lord and find the knowledge of God
· James 2: 26 (faith without corresponding action is dead.

1 Samuel 9: 1
Saul was chosen to appealed to the natural man, not so with David.
1 Samuel 15: 3 & 9
Saul failed to obey the command of the Lord concerning the Amalekites (Exodus 17: 14). 

Faith of David

Acts 13: 21 - 22 (Psalm 89: 20).
1Samuel 8: 5 – 7 (Israel desired a king. It was not God’s plan).
1 Samuel 13: 13 – 14 (Israel’s first king Saul, was a failure).
1 Samuel 16: 1 & 6 – 13 (God chose David).
· Samuel looked on outward appearance because he remembered the Saul experience. God looks upon the heart. 
· God found David to be a man after (according to) His own heart.  Why? This was a man who committed adultery and conspired to: murder.
· His faith was tested on a grand scale and he failed at times. But after his sin, he sought and received the Lord’s forgiveness.

A man after God’s own heart is not a perfect man, but one who looks to God even in failure. That’s grace.  So, what were the qualities that made David a great man of faith.

· Psalm 9: 1 (He praised God with his whole heart – Psalm 119: 164)Psalm 118: 6 – 9 & 14.
David trusted in his God. 

· Psalm 18: 1- 3 (He loved God and trusted him.)
· Psalm 23: 6 (His dwelling was the house of the Lord).
· Psalm 25: 11 (He understood that God forgave sins).
· Psalm 27: 1 (The Lord was his salvation).
· Psalm 51: 10 – 13 (David was truly repentant – 2 Samuel 12: 13 & Psalm 32: 1 - 2).
· Psalm 119: 47 – 48 (David loved God’s Word).
· Psalm 100: 4 – David was truly thankful to God in both prosperity and despair (Psalm 119: 62).

1 Samuel 17
David’s faith in God was unshakable.1 Kings 15: 4 - 5
David obeyed God all the days of his life. 

2 Samuel 5: 3 – 4
David was anointed king over Israel.

2 Samuel 5: 10
The Lord God of hosts was with David.




· The philistines put their trust in a man (Psalm 118: 6 – 9, Proverbs Jeremiah 17: 5 – 8 and Psalm 1.
· He wasn’t moved by what her saw.  He was moved by what he believed.
· His faith developed because he meditated daily on God’s Word.
· Psalm 119: 9 – 16 (NLT)
· Joshua 1: 8
· Matthew 12: 35 – of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks.
· David’s words made all the difference.  He spoke faith, not doubt, unbelief and fear.
· He had absolute faith in God because of covenant.
· David was fully aware that God was in control of his life.
· David put on the armour of God, not that of king Saul.
· David chose the sword of the Spirit (Word of God – Rev 19: 15).
· Ephesians 6: 10 – 17
· 2 Corinthians 10: 3 – 5
· Faith always advances, never retreats or looks back – Philippians 3: 13 – 14.

David’s pathway to becoming the King of Israel
1 Samuel 18: 7 – 15
· Saul was afraid of the anointing on David because God was with him.
· David behaved himself wisely (Proverbs 4: 7).

From 1 Samuel 19, David is on the run from Saul.
· Chapter 21 – David takes holy bread and Goliath’s swords from the Priest Ahimelech.David could have been on the run from Saul between 10 and 13 years.

· Doeg an Edomite, spied him out and reported back to Saul. It cost Ahimelech & 85 priests their lives. Nob, the city of priests was also slain.
· One of the sons escaped and alerted David.
· Satan did not want to the anointed David to become king of Israel.

Satan did not want Jesus to live either.
· Matthew 2: 11 – 18. Herod attempted to have him killed.Romans 12: 19
Deut 32: 35
Vengeance is mine says the Lord.  Punishment or vindication.

· 1 Samuel 24: 1 – 7
· 1 Samuel 26: 6 - 12
· David would not touch God’s anointed 
· God’s hand of protection was upon his life.

1 Samuel 30: 1 – 6
· David encouraged himself in the Lord and then enquired of the Lord for direction.
· Seek God on how to respond in any given situation, particularly when it involves great stress and pressure.
· We have the Holy Spirit to lead and guide us (John 16: 13).
· Matthew 14: 13 (note the way in which Jesus responded to the death of John the Baptist).
· Jesus did not strike out against Herod.  Love responded. He stayed in the faith realm, trusting in God.
· Love responds with compassion, not vengeance.
· The fruit of the Spirit always begins with love (Galatians 5: 22 - 23)

2 Samuel 5: 3 – 4 & 10
· David became king bat 30 years of age and feigned 40 years.
· David became great, because the Lord of Hosts was with him.
· God will never leave us nor forsake us (Matthew 28: 20 & Hebrews 13: 5).
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